
Parishes pair up on faith formation 
Mike Latona/Catholic Courier 

LIMA — One parish brought the . 
administrators, its neighbor provid
ed the ideal building. The result: a 
merger of faith-formation programs 
for St. Paul of the Cross Parish in 
Honeoye Falls and St. Rose Parish in 
Lima. 

Judi Cuffney and Ellen Hallinen, 
longtime coleaders of faith forma
tion at St. Paul of the Cross, have exr 
panded their roles following the an
nouncement last spring by Christine 
Preston — who served in a similar 
capacity at St. Rose — that she was 
retiring. After discussions with Fa
ther Lawrence Gross, pastor of both 
St. Paul and St. Rose, the decision 
was made to combine programs. 

"It just seemed like the natural 
thing/' Hallinen said. She noted that 
the two parishes straddling the Mon
roe-Livingston county border — 
which she said lie apart by "four 
miles from driveway to driveway" 
— were already sharing sacramen
tal-preparation programs as well as 
their pastor. 

In mid-September, grades pre-K 
through 5 began classes in the St. 
Rose building. Having this facility 
was crucial, Cuffney and Hallinen 
said, because the bulk of the two 
parishes' 170 school-aged faith-for
mation participants are in the lower 
grades but no suitable multiclass-
room facility existed at St. Paul of 
the Cross. 

Before the influx of St. Paul stu
dents arrived at St. Rose, however, a 
massive makeover was done on the 
former school building, which had 
closed as a parish school in 1969 and 

Leila Navidi/Catholic Courier 
Eight-year-old Josephine Sheftic-Harvey concentrates on a workbook 
assignment Sept. 28 in her third-grade religious-education class in the for
mer school building at Lima's St. Rose Church. * 

had since been used for faith forma
tion. 

Cuffney and Hallinen led several 
volunteers in sprucing up the two-
Story, 109-year-old structure. Many 
hours were devoted over the sum
mer toward painting and floor re-
finishing, as well as upgrading tele
phones, electrical facilities and 
windows. In addition, numerous 
items such as tables, shelves, desks, 
curtains, rugs, blackboards and bul
letin boards were either brought 
over from St. Paul of the Cross or 
purchased new. 

A particularly noticeable addition 
is a large wall mural bearing the 
statement, "He will hold you in the 
palm of his hand" and depicting a 
hand reaching out of the sky toward 

an angel. This colorful piece of art
work was created by Tom Willerton, 
a St. Paul parishioner. 

Parishioners contributed cash as 
well as supplies toward the renova
tion. In fact, Cuffney and Hallinen 
said, those who offered to donate 
paint also got to select whatever col
ors they wanted for "a particular 

classroom — provided they also 
agreed to do the painting. 

Along with the merger of the 
younger grades at St. Rose, all other 
aspects of faith formation have be
come a joint effort of the two parish
es as well. They include an adult pro
gram at St. Rose; a family program 
at St. Paul; and a combined offering 
for grades 6--8 at St. Paul. 

Cuffney and Hallinen said the 
transition is now going smoothly, al
though all the former St. Rose cate-
chists decided not to continue under 
the -new model. New volunteers 
from that parish have already 
stepped forward and many veterans 
from St. Paul have remained with 
the program, they said. 

"Oftentimes people are resistant 
to change. But change can be a good 
thing," Cuffney remarked. For ex
ample, young students appear to en
joy the combined classes: "The kids 
all know each other from school," 
Hallinen said. 

Cuffney and Hallinen give special 
credit to Father Gross — who be
came pastor of St. Paul in 1995 and 
added St. Rose to his pastorate two 
years ago — for promoting in
creased collaboration. 

"He's been working really, really 
hard to do that," Hallinen said. 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS: The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

MERCHANDISE 

Antiques & 
Art Antiques 

Help Wanted Help Wanted 

$250 TO $500 A WEEK: Will 
train to work at home. Helping 
the US government file 
HUD/FHA mortgage refunds. 
No experience necessary. 
Call 1-800-778-0353. 

Courier Classified 

ANTIQUES & GIFTS SALE 
20-5O% OFF 

9034 Cratstey Hill Rd., Canadice 
(Just off Co. Rd 37, 3 miles south 

ofRt. 20 A, Honeoye. Follow 

Canadice Farms Antiques signs) 
Sat-Sun.-Mon., Oct 11-12-13 

10 am-5 pm 

RESULTS 
-for yoonsmajl business' 
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Call 585-529-9530 
to place an acttoday! 

Catholic Publisher Repre
sentative - We have an 
immediate opening for a ser
vice-oriented sales representa
tive to work with an innovative 
Catholic Educational Pub
lishing Company in a multi-city, 
western and upstate New York 
territory. Catholic education 
background and/or school/ 
pansh experience is preferred. 
We offer a competitive com
pensation package and com
prehensive benefits including 
medical, dental, vision, and 
401 (k). For immediate consid
eration, e-mail your resume 
with salary requirements to 
hr@rcl-enterprises.com or fax 
to 972-390-6588. 

Home Improvement 

BASEMENT WATER PROOF
ING & REPAIRS: Selling? 
Eliminate mold, mildew, flak
ing; pass home inspections. 
New home? Prevent mold & 
water damage. Make walls 
look like new. 392-5076 

FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED 
CEILINGS: repaired, repaint
ed, installed. Water damage, 
drywall, plaster repairs. No job 
too small. 392-5076 

Roofing repairs/Gutter clean
ing, etc. TOP TO BOTTOM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS. Call 
585-338-9865. Fully insured. 

House 
Cleaning 

Masonry 

SIMPLICITY CLEANING 
SERVICES: Jennifer Bennett, 
Phone 585-338-9865, Cell 
585-748-6328. Let us sweep 
your worries away. Fully 
insured. 

MASONRY REPAIRS - All 
TYPES: brick & cement step 
repairs, basement walls & 
garage foundation repass. 40 
years experience. Al Meyvis 
Sr. 323-1007. 

Painting & Wallcovering 

Moving 
& Hauling 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: In/Ex paint
ing, basement walls 
repaired/new sump pumps 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
hx(K"rien< e in olf 'ue , 
household m m nig 
Alui deliveries 

Hig fit Small. Wrtio Ihrm MV 

473-6610/473-4357 
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installed, all 
repairs, yard 
and clean up. 
Call 392-4435. 

type home 
maintenance 

NYS certified. 

Travel 

Call 
20 words for $15 

to place an ad 

MOTORCOACH - NASH- | 
VILLE, PIGEON FORGE & 
RENFRO VALLEY Christmas | 
Tour 11/17-11/23; New York | 
12/16-12/18; Florida Super-
saver 2/29:3/13. Call Judy's 
Travel, Mt. Morris 585-658- j 
3030. ! 

70 
O 

Z 
-< 
o 
n 
O 

cr 

KJ 
o 
O 

I I 

mailto:hr@rcl-enterprises.com

