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Pope's health questioned
John Thavis/CNS
VATICAN CITY — At the beginning of one of the busiest months of
his pontificate, Pope John Paul IFs
continuing
health
problems
prompted speculation in the media,
concern among some cardinals and
prayers by the faithful.
After announcing the names of 30

new cardinals Sept. 28, the 83-yearold pontiff carried out a full week
of scheduled events — holding talks
with international leaders, meeting
with bishops and church groups,
presiding over a general audience,
welcoming the new Anglican primate and celebrating a canonization Mass for three new saints.
He went through his schedule appearing much as he has over the
last few months: tired, unable to
stand or walk, struggling at times
to'speak, but soldiering on to the
end of each event.
His recent physical decline, although not drastic to those who
have followed him closely, has
prompted intense media interest,
which in turn has generated comments by church leaders.
The most striking remarks — intended "philosophically" but which
ended up in headlines around the

world — came from Cardinal
Christoph Schonborn of Vienna,
Austria.
"The entire world is experiencing
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a pope who is sick, who is disabled,
and who is dying — I don't know

how near death he is — who is approaching the last days and months
of his life," Cardinal Schonborn told
the Austrian state radio ORF Oct. 2.
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Polish Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz, the pope's longtime personal
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NlinS and Other pilgrims wave to Pope John Paul II as he is driven through

the crowd in St. Peter's Square following the canonization Mass for three
19th-century missionary priests Oct. 5.
cerned about the pope's health as he
chatted with reporters Oct. 2. The
pope was meeting with Lithuanian
President Rolandas Paksas in an adjacent room.
On Sept. 30, the German magazine Bunte quoted Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, as
saying in an interview that the pope
was "in a bad way" and that people
should pray for him.
But the cardinal's secretary, Msgr. Georg Ganswein, told Catholic
News Service that the cardinal's remarks were taken out of context
and did not reflect a new sense of
alarm over the pope's well-being.
What happened, Msgr. Ganswein
said, was that Cardinal Ratzinger
met Sept. 22 with representatives of
two German beer companies and
was explaining to them why the
pope could not grant them a private
audience. Apparently journalists in
the group picked up some of the
cardinal's comments.
"The cardinal said, certainly, we
all have to pray for the pope. The
pope himself asked us to do this.

But that is something that can be
said at any time," Msgr. Ganswein
said.
As for the pope's health, he said,
Cardinal Ratzinger was "more or
less expressing what anyone can
see with their eyes and hear with
their ears, that the pope is not well
and speaks only with difficulty."
"All this was not said in any manner that could give a sense of alarm.
Not at all," the cardinal's secretary
said.
Even as the pope's health issues
were making news around the
world, the Vatican added two major
events to the pope's already heavy
October schedule.
The pontiff will preside over a
public consistory with the new cardinals Oct. 21, officially inducting
them into the College of Cardinals
and handing each cardinal the traditional "red hat."
On Oct. 22, the pope will concelebrate Mass with the new cardinals
in St. Peter's Square. During the
liturgy, the pope will present each
cardinal with a ring designating his,
new office.

