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Aquinas 
to build 
stadium 
Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier 

A q u i n a s I n s t i t u t e in R o c h e s t e r 
p l a n s to c o n s t r u c t a n e w s t a d i u m 
and a t h l e t i c f ie lds b y S e p t e m b e r 
2004 as pa r t of an overa l l plan to up­
g r a d e i t s faci l i t ies t h r o u g h a $10 
mil l ion gift f rom R o b e r t B. Weg-
m a n , c h a i r m a n of W e g m a n s Food 
M a r k e t s Inc. 

The plan cal ls for a 2,000-seat 
l ighted s t ad ium with an ar t i f ic ial-
s u r f a c e p lay ing field for football, 
s occe r and l ac rosse and an e ight-
lane t rack; four tennis courts ; spor ts 
p r a c t i c e fields; and a p a r k i n g lot. 
The new facilities will replace Stolze 
Field, where football and soccer a r e 
played, and relocate Pilliter baseball 
field. 

The high school m a d e the an­
nouncement in a Sept. 24 press state­
ment . 
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Mr. X 
Dominic's ! 

Smoke-free, dining room 
(off street parking available) 

Delicious appeti/xrs, 
soups, veal dishes, 
vegetarian, chicken, 
fish, and homemade pasta 

10% Senior Discount 
i regular pr iced dinners wi th this ;id ! 

Dinners Daily 
Mon.- Sat. 4:30 - 9:00p.m. • 
Sundays 3:00 - 9:00 p.m. | 

4699 Lake Ave. I 

(585)865-4630 | 
www.mrdominics.com 
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Rendering courtesy of Parrone Engineering 
This rendering shows the new facilities that will open by September 2004 at Aquinas Institute in Rochester. 

In an interview, Aquinas Pres ident 
Michael R. Daley said the new ath­
letic facilities will enable the school 
to be m o r e a t t r ac t ive to p rospec t ive 
s tudents . 

"You're a lways looking to improve 
your facilities," he said. "We've nev­
e r really evolved the campus to meet 
the needs of the athlet ic p rog ram. In 
our planning to a t t r ac t and mainta in 
e n r o l l m e n t in th i s economy, we 
needed to provide facilities that stu­
dents would look to." 

In addition to the new athlet ic fa­

cilities, Aqu inas j i a s a l ready begun 
c o n s t r u c t i n g a 20,000-square-foot 
addit ion for a fine a r t s center , which 
also is to be funded by the Wegman 
donat ion: Wegman , a m e m b e r of 
Aqu inas ' c lass of 1937, a n n o u n c e d 
the $10 million gift in May 2002. 

Originally, the Wegman gift was to 
be divided be tween construct ion of 
the a r t s c e n t e r and funding of the 
school's scholarship endowment , ac­
cording to Joseph B. Knapp, Aquinas 
spokesman . However , t he school is 
cur ren t ly able to mee t the tuition-as­

sistance needs of its s tudents , Knapp 
said, and af ter consul t ing with Weg­
man, opted to use pa r t of the gift for 
the new athlet ic facilities. 

With t h e ongoing cons t ruc t ion of 
t h e fine a r t s cen te r , m a n y of the 
school 's ou tdoor a th le t i c ac t iv i t i e s 
this year have been taking p lace of f-
campus at local colleges, schools and 
pa rks , Daley said. 

T h e n e w faci l i t ies will e n a b l e 
Aquinas to host night games , t r a c k 
and field e v e n t s and h o m e t enn i s 
matches , he added. 

Beloved columnist plans to retire 
Final column appears 
in this week's issue 

Jennifer Burke/Catholic Courier 

After near ly 40 years , Fa the r Al­
be r t Shamon is r e t i r i ng from writ­
ing his weekly Catholic Courier col­
umn, "A Word for Sunday." 

An advanced form of bone cance r 
has left Fa the r Shamon 's r ight a r m 
paralyzed, forcing him to give up the 
column. His final contr ibut ion to the 
Courier a p p e a r s on p a g e 13 of th is 
week's issue. * 

Fa the r Shamon began wri t ing the 
week ly co lumn on Dec . 8, 1967, at 
the r eques t of Archbishop Fulton J. 

: Sheen, then the bishop of Rochester . 
"Archb i shop Sheen a s k e d m e to 

wr i t e an a r t i c l e to help the p r i e s t s 
wi th the i r homilies. After that , I had 
so m a n y people read ing it tha t I con­
t inued it," Fa the r Shamon said. 

Each week , F a t h e r Shamon has 
taken the Sc r ip tu re r ead ings for the 
following Sunday and exp la ined 
t h e i r m e a n i n g s in l a y m a n ' s t e r m s , 
often us ing con tempora ry si tuations 
as examples for r e a d e r s to identify 
with. Al though the focus of his col­
u m n has r emained the s a m e over the 

y e a r s , i ts 
n a m e has 
changed 
slightly. 
When it 
f i rs t ap­
p e a r e d , the 
column was 
called 
"Probing 
the Word." 
On M a r c h 

15, 1968, t h e t i t le c h a n g e d to "The 
Word for Sunday." As t ime went on, 
the word " the" was dropped, and lat­
e r replaced by an "a," to a r r ive at the 
c u r r e n t wording. 

"P rob ing t h e Word" was not Fa­
the r Shamon 's f i rs t cont r ibut ion to 
the diocesan newspaper , however. In 
1967 he au thored "The Church: Sign 
of the Times ," a 10-part se r ies that 
a p p e a r e d in t h e Courier ove r the 
course of five mon ths and explained 
the documents of the Second Vatican 
Council . By tha t t ime , he was al­
r eady a well-known au thor and lec­
t u r e r on theological topics and a fre­
quen t con t r i bu to r to the 
then-CatftoZic Courier-Journal. 

In 1955, Fa the r Shamon publ ished 
his second book, Treasure Untold, 
Reflections on the Apostles Creed. 
Severa l chap t e r s of this book origi­

nally appea red in the Courier-Jour­
nal, t h e n a m e b y which the Courier 
was known pr ior to 1989. Fa the r Sha­
mon has also wr i t t en four o t h e r 
books, m a n y booklets and ar t ic les on 
ca techet ics for journa ls of rel igious 
education. 

F a t h e r S h a m o n said h e p l ans to 
cont inue in his position as adminis­
t r a to r of St. I saac Jogues Chapel in 
Fleming. 

"I will be doing that , at least for a 
while. I don't have to wr i t e for that ," 
he said. 

"Fa ther Shamon is one of the most 
accompl i shed , a r t i cu l a t e , compas ­
s iona te ind iv idua ls who h a s b e e n 
able to put all his expe r i ence and his 
p r a y e r life toge ther , " sa id F a t h e r 
Lou Vasile, pas to r of St. Alphonsus 
C h u r c h in Auburn , w h e r e F a t h e r 
Shamon is in res idence . "He's a mod­
el of Christ ian chari ty." 

K a r e n M. Franz , ed i tor and gener­
al m a n a g e r of the Courier, said the 
newspape r ' s r e a d e r s and staff will 
miss deeply the wisdom Fa the r Sha­
mon i m p a r t e d each week . "I know 
m a n y of our r e a d e r s look forward to 
F a t h e r Shamon ' s week ly co lumns 
and that this will be a g rea t loss for 
them," she said. "Yet I hope r e a d e r s 
will u n d e r s t a n d his r easons for re ­
t i r ing and hold him in their p rayers . " 
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