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Given up by his mother as an in-

# fant, Father Darling had bounced
i through five foster homes by age 7.

His spleen was removed when he
was 14 — the same year he was

! adopted by parents who adopted six
i other children as well. He emerged
4 from these twists and turns to be-
i come a diocesdn priest in 1973.

Three decades later, Father Dar-

ling endured another momentous ex-
8 perience — one that brought him to
& death’s doorstep.

When Father Darling celebrated

A Mass Sept. 19 at The Atria — a Pen-
¥ field assisted-living community
3 where he stayed twice-during his
4 convalescence — it marked his first
B public liturgy in more than 16
# months. In between the 57-year-old
R priest endured a ruptured appendix,
¥ heart stoppage and a liver trans-
2 plant. Only the power of prayer, he
8 said. enabled him to survive such
g dire physical challenges.

“To me, none of this is luck or hap-

8 penstance,” he said. “I have a strong
§ awareness that when I was sick, peo-
# ple were praying for me.” °

Father Darling's health problems

¥ flared up on May 5, 2002, when his
¥ appendix burst after several days in
g which he did not feel well. An oper-
§ ation was scheduled immediately,
- but Father Darling waited a few
¥ hours until a priest — the late Father
g David Gramkee, then-pastor of St.
@ Patrick’s in Seneca Falls —could be
¥ located to give him an anointing.

“It’s hard for even a priest to geta

1 His childhood alone yielded
¥ enough drama to last Father Bill
i Darling a lifetime. ~

Priest’s recovery
uided by prayer

i Mike Latona/Catholic Courier

priest. People think we have this
magical connection,” Father Darling
remarked.

The appendectomy was per-
férmed at Clifton Springs Hospital
& Clinic. At the time Father Darling
was only in his eighth month at St.
Christopher Parish in North Chili,
where he was serving his third pas-
torate. The others were at St.
Patrick’s, Owego (1987-94), and St.
Salome’s, Irondequoit (1994-2001).

At the time of his operation, doc-
tors discovered abnormalities in Fa-
ther Darling’s liver. He was diag-
nosed with nonalcoholic
steatohepatitis (NASH), an inflam-

- mation due to accumulation of fat in

the liver. Although NASH isn’t con-
nécted with any liver disease
brought on by alcohol abuse, Father
Darling said he nonetheless had to
endure suspicions on top of being in
extreme physical discomfort.

“If people want to make judg-
ments, if to them two plus two equals
five, that’s their problem,” he com-
mented.

The priest spent 13 weeks at
Strong Memorial Hospital, where
his infections got so bad that his
heart stopped briefly and he wasn't
expected to survive. He made a brief
comeback, moving first to St. Ann’s
Home and then to his hometown of
Clifton Springs where he stayed
with his mother, Lillian. But during
the past winter, with his liver wors-
ening, Father Darling went from
Rochester General, Hospital to
Strong Memorial and then to The
Atria. Duringthis time he was put on
a candidates’ list for a transplant,
without knowing how long it would
take for a liver to become available.

L.eila NavidVCatholic Courier

Father Darling gives Communion to Fred McGrath at The Atria in Penfield
Sept. 19, during his first public Mass in 16 months.

“I really expected to have to wait
ayear, and that I would have died be-
fore that,” Father Darling said.

In late February he unexpectedly
learned that a liver was available,
because the man who was supposed
to have received it was too ill for the
operation. “You never know. They

don’t say, ‘Come in tomorrow;’ they .

(131

say, ‘Come in the next hour,”” he said.

Just like that, a 10-hour transplant
surgery took place at Strong Memo-
rial and was completed March 1. Fa-
ther Darling recalls that improve-
ment seemed to come immediately:
“After 1 woke up I actually felt bet-
ter. I was no longer dragged-out, I
had better energy.”

Hopefully, the procedure closed a

chapter of Father Darling’s life dur-
ing which he shuffled regularly be-
tween health-care facilities and was
hooked up to numerous tubes and
machines. His weight — approxi-
mately 220 pounds before the illness
— shot up to 300 then dropped to 174,

and is now in the 190-195 range.
Father Darling logged a second

. stay at The Atria this spring, and has

been back at his mother’s home
since June. Although there's still the
threat of a liver rejection — “I’m not
out of the woods yet,” he said — he
hopes for a return to active ministry
by January 2004. “I'm really efier-
gized,” he said.

He remains deeply touched by the
support that’s poured in since mid-
2002: fellow clergy who paid him vis-
its; his 80-year-old mother who came
regularly to Rochester even though
she can't drive; cards and prayers
from both friends and strangers —
and a big assist from above.

“I'mirvery loved. For whatever rea-
son, God has chosen to keep me
alive,” Father Darling said, his eyes
welling with tears and his voice
cracking. -

“There’s a deep sense of gratitude
in me. I feel grateful to be alive, cel-
ebrating the sacraments.” -
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§ ADOPTIONS: The Catholic
& Courier does not publish adop-
¥ tion advertising. To obtain a list
B of agencies that serve birth
§ mothers and adoptive parents,
B call 585-529-9530. Agencies
§ wishing to be included on this
% list may send information to the
[§ Catholic Courier.

GUARDIAN ANGEL Prayers
for Adults and the chailenges
we face. Twenty-six different
prayers printed on wallet-
sized cards for easy, frequent
reading, to comfort and guide.
Send your order and $10
(check or money order) to
Angelic Company, P.O. Box
11, Mastic, NY 11950.
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BASEMENT WATER PROOF- -

ING & REPAIRS: Selling?

‘ Eliminate mold, mildew, flak-

ing; pass home inspections.
New home? Prevent mold &
water damage. Make walls
look like new. 392-5076

FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED
CEILINGS: repaired, repaint-
ed, installed. Water damage,
drywall, plaster repairs. No job
too small. 392-5076

Roofing repairs/Gutter clean-

ing, etc. TOP TO BOTTOM.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. Call
585-338-9865. Fully insured.

. SIMPLICITY

CLEANING
SERVICES: Jennifer Bennett,

"Phone 585-338-9865, Cell

585-748-6328. Let us sweep

your worries away. Fully’

insured.
Moving & Hauling
K-D Moving &
Storage, Inc. AR

Experience in office,

houschold moving

and deliverics.
Big or Small, We do them All!
473-6610/473-4357

23 Aslington St Rochester NY 14607
NYDOT#9657

MASONRY REPAIRS - All
TYPES: brick & cement step
repairs, basement walls &
garage foundation repairs. 40
years experience. Al Meyvis
Sr. 323-1007.

Painting
& Wallcovering
AL MEYVIS, JR.: In/Ex paint-

ing, basement walls
repaired/new sump pumps
instalied, all type home

repairs, yard maintenance
and clean up. NYS certified.
Call 392-4435.

NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR
LADY OF CZESTOCHAOWA
Oct. 3-5, Doylestown, PA
Round Trip Coach/Hotel accom-
modations/ Breakfast & Lunch.
For more information please con-
tact Lissette Demier: 585-224-
8324/482-3647
or Fax: 585-482-3647
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