Letter explains ex-priest's murder
W i l l i a m T. Clew/CNS
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WORCESTER, Mass. — A letter to
the Worcester diocesan newspaper
— purportedly written by the man
accused of the Aug. 23 slaying of
John J. Geoghan at Souza-Baranowski Correctional Center in
Shirley — claimed the killing was
meant to show the world that child
predators must be dealt with more
stringently.
The writer, who identified himself
as Joseph L. Druce, told The
Catholic Free Press that sex offenders he had overheard in prison never showed remorse, but rather have
gloated and reminisced over pastvictims. "That was my motivation,"
the letter writer said.
The writer also expressed sorrow
and sent "sincere and heartfelt apology" to Catherine Geoghan, sister of

the~cieeeased, for her loss, although
he noted she would probably not forgive him.
To mail correspondence from the
correctional center, a prisoner must
give the letter to a corrections officer, who verifies that the name on
the letter is the same as that of the
prisoner handing in the letter for
mailing, according to Justin L. Latini, director of public affairs for the
Massachusetts Department of Correction.
Prison and Department of Correction officials said the identifying
numbers listed on the letter and envelope in which it was mailed corresponded to those of Druce at the correctional center.
Latini said it is reasonable to assume that the letter is from Druce.
The letter writer said he was the
victim of sexual abuse as a child, and

, that he was writing to The Catholic mum-security prison.
Free Press for several reasons.
To stop violence toward children,
people must demand the enactment
of stringent sentences and rehabilitation for abusers, the writer stated. "Joseph Druce says 'Leave the
children alone!" it said.
The writer also noted that Geoghan's murder was intended to let
the world know that child predators
must be dealt with more stringently.
"Let's look at the crime and not the
church," the letter said.
The letter is signed: "Regretfully
J2utjsincerely, Joseph L. Druce"
Prison authorities said Geoghan,
68, was bound, bpaten and strangled
to death in his cell by Druce, who is
serving a life sentence for the 1988
murder of a homosexual man. The
attack on Geoghan occurred in the
protective custody unit of the maxi-

District Attorney John J. Conte
said Druce planned the attack for
more than a month and apparently
acted alone. He said Druce, a reputed racist and a member of the neoNazi Aryan Nation, has "a longstanding phobia, it appears, toward
homosexuals of any kind." He said
Druce appeared proud of what he
had done and "looked upon Geoghan
as a prize."
Geoghan, a former priest in the
Archdiocese of Boston, was in the
second year of a nine- to 10-year
prison sentence for fondling a 10year-old boy in a swimming pool in
the early 1990s. He faced trial on
charges involving a 12-year-old boy
and had been accused in civil lawsuits of sexual misconduct, from indecent exposure to rape, with nearly 150 minors, mostly boys.
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'..SEND FOR YOUR FREE
FALE TRAVEL BROCHURES
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ALLEGANY COUNTY _
Our communities invite you to share in our
rural heritage: historic, cultural, and scenic.
You would have to look'far and wide to find
the amazing diversity of people, places and
things which are all to be found right here.
To learn more about what awaits you in
Allegany County, New York
Call 1 800-836-1869 or visit us at
www alleganyco.com
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GREATER BINGHAMTON

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY

Come and discover a perfect getaway destination where you can escape for a weekend of fun! Golf packages, festivals, history,
camping, carousels, architecture, sports,
shopping and much more! See for yourself
why we are "Better Than Ever!"
Call 1-800-836-6740 or visit our website at:
www.binghamtoncvb.com

Relax in the spectacular autumn beauty of
the Enchanted Mountains of Cattaraugus
County. Take a leisurely drive through
Allegany State Park. Walk the trails throughout our county to soak in the wonder of
nature. Enjoy our Fall Festivals. Shop in
our unique boutiques and antique shops.
Visit Amish Country. 1-800-331-0543
www.enchantedmountains.info.
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More than a
destination ...
an experience
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FREDERIC REMINGTON
OGDENSBURG
The Frederic
Remington Art
Museum is
located on the
banks of the
beautiful
St. Lawrence
River. The
museum's collection consists
of seventeen of
the 22 bronze
sculptures, hundreds of oil and
watercolor
paintings, and
illustrations.

2003-2004
LIMELIGHT /ACCENTS
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES
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Every year thelimelight/ACCENTS Series
provides performing arts through
profe'ssipnal music, dance and theatre to
the Geneseo, Livingston County and
Western New York area. For a free
brochure call 1-800-525-2070 or visit
http://uhion.geneseo.edu
y

COOPERSTOWN/OTSEGO
The perfect getaway
whether for the day,
weekend, or the week.
Share our nation's
heritage at the National
Baseball Hall of Fame,
Fenimore Art Museum
and The Farmers'
Museum. Explore our
award-winning breweries
and enjoy the hometown
atmosphere of our
county's historic towns
and villages. Overnight
at a quaint country inn,
B&B, or modern

FINGER LAKES
This autumn, discover New York's Finger
Lakes and see why they are "splendid Jrom
any direction." We feature beautiful scenery,
gorgeous lakes, world-class wineries,
gourmet foods and cozy accommodations.
Call 800-868-9283 or visit us on the web at
www.yatesny.com

franchise property.
For more information call
1-800-943-FAME
or click vlsitCooperstown.com,
Cooperstown/Otsego
County Tourism Program

GENEVA O N THE LAKE

GRANGER HOMESTEAD

HARBOR TOWN BELLE

WINE COUNTRY VILLA & RESORT

AND CARRIAGE MUSEUM

"QUEEN OF THE GENESEE"

The Romance of
Italy! NY Finger
Lakes. Luxuriate
amidst an ambiance
of Italian
Renaissance
architecture,
classical sculptures,
' breathtaking
gardens and Stickley
furnishings. Friendly
hospitality.
Candlelight dining.
Scenic beauty,
golf and wineries
everywhere.
AAA Four-Diamonds
Call 1-800-3-GENEVA
www.genevaonthelake.com

1816 Federal style
mansion of Gideon
Granger, US~Postmaster
General under Presidents
Jefferson and Madison,
50-vehicle carriage
museum and restored
19th century law office.
Guided tours begin on
the hour. Open Tues. Fri. 1-5 late May -mid-Oct.
Civil War Encampment
Sat. Sept. 27, 10-4.
Festival of Trees
Nov. 16- Dec. 7.
Granger Homesteads Carriage Museum,
295 N. Main Street, Canandaigua, NY
585-394-1472
www.grangerhomestead.org

Fall Foliage Cruises beginning in October.
An Authentic Paddlewheeler.
• Charter up to 145 people
Weddings - Corporate Events Birthdays - Private Parties
• Luncheon & Dinner Cruises
• Mark Twain Thursday's 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
• Port of Rochester at Charlotte
For Reservations Call (585) 342-1810
www.harbortownbelle.com
_ _
Fax (585) 338-1133
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