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Effects o f Sept. 11 still felt 
ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Two years 

after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
Catholic Charities agencies contin­
ue to help families and communities 
recover by providing counseling, job 
placement and training, and finan­
cial assistance. 

"Catholic Charities agencies are 
committed to support and assist 
those impacted by the 2001 terrorist 
attacks in New York and Washing­
ton, and our help will not end until 
their need for help ends," said Fa­
ther J. Bryan Hehir, president of 
Catholic Charities USA. 

"Recovering from traumatic loss 
often takes years," said Kevin Duffy, 
a family advocate for Catholic Char­
ities of Paterson, N.J. "Sept. 11 was a 
traumatic event for our nation, but it 
affected many families on an ex­
tremely personal level." 

His agency continues to respond 
to the bereavement needs of wid­
ows, children and parents. 

This summer, Catholic Charities 
of. Paterson conducted an art-thera­
py program for children. Dozens of 
parents and children also participat­
ed in the agency's "Family Going On 
After Loss" program, which pro­
vides families with resources, infor­
mation and skills to deal with grief. 

The agency is also developing a 
family legacy program for parents 
to record their family histories and 
preserve the memories of their de­
ceased child for their grandchildren. 

To handle an increased demand for 
trauma counseling, Catholic Chari­
ties of Brooklyn and Queens, N.Y., 
hired additional therapists this year 
to provide counseling at various lo­
cations throughout the community. 

Leila Navidi/Catholic Courier 
Rochester's St. Michael's Church held a Mass Sept. 7 in honor of those lost 
in the Sept. 11,2001, terrorist attacks as well as current and deceased local j 
emergency-services workers. Members of the Rochester Fire Department 
salute a procession of police and fire officials as it passes the church prior | 
to the Mass. 

In addition to counseling services, 
many agencies are providing finan­
cial help or job training for those 
who lost their jobs after the terror­
ist attacks. Some recent estimates 
have put job loss in New York at 
close to 250,000 jobs since Sept. 11, 
2001, and thousands of people have 
remained out of work or underem­
ployed since then. 

To deal with the widespread un­
employment, Catholic Charities of 
New York launched an employment 
program last February which has 
helped more than 1,583 displaced 
workers with job skills and training 
and has placed 251 people in perma­
nent jobs. 

Catholic Charities of Rockville 
Centre, N. Y., has teamed up with the 

Financial Planning Association to of­
fer financial-planning workshops. 
Laura Messano, disaster response 
and relief program coordinator for 
Catholic Charities of Rockville Cen­
tre, noted that many people who suf­
fered huge financial losses did not 
apply for government aid and quick­
ly went through their personal sav­
ings. 

Catholic Charities USA, based in 
. Alexandria, has allocated more than 
$30.5 million in grants to local 
"Catholic Charities agencies for Sept. 
11, 2001, recovery efforts. These 
grants — which come from $31.8 
million donated to Catholic Charities 
USA for Sept. 11 disaster assistance 
— support the long-term needs of 
families affected by the tragedy. 

Bishop offers prayers on Sept. n anniversary 
The following is Bishop Matthew 

H. Clark's reflections on the an­
niversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, 
tragedy: 

Two years ago, we shook with 
grief and horror at the terrorist at­
tacks in New York City, Pennsylva­
nia and our nation's capital. On this 
second anniversary, I pray, and ask 
others to pray, for the comfort of 
those who lost loved ones rfor the 
comfort of a nation whose daily 
sense of security is forever 
changed, for the comfort of a world 
in seemingly perpetual conflict. 

We must never forget Sept. 11. 
We must never forget not just be­
cause of the innumerable dreams 
shattered and incomprehensible 
number of lives lost, but because 
the day now must become a tragic 

but crucial reminder of the work 
still to be done by those who seek an 
end to human hatred and division. 

Now, and always^ we must pray 
that people everywhere will look 
not toward their differences, but 
toward the similarity of dreams 
and ideals and the world they wish 
for their children. 

We must pray that our service­
men and women come home soon, 
free of violence and war and the 
dangers of policing so" many parts 
of the world. 

And, never forgetting the enor­
mity of the Sept. 11 tragedy world­
wide, we must also pray that each 
one of us — in our own spheres of 
influence — can find the resolve 
and the resources to end the every­
day tragedies in our community: 

poverty, street violence, abuse of 
the most vulnerable, addiction, eco­
nomic injustice and the unmet 
.needs of the disadvantaged, the el­
derly and the infirm. 

Last year, on the first anniver­
sary of the Sept. 11 tragedy, Pope 
John Paul II said, "Freedom and 
peace can only come from truth 
and justice. Only on these values is 
it possible to build a life worthy of 
human*beings. Without them there 
is only ruin and destruction." 

Let us then pray and work for 
this truth and justice always — in 
our homes, our communities and in 
our world. And let's pray for truth 
and justice together, by whatever 
name we beseech our God, all eyes 
toward our shared longing for 
peace. 
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