Reservist cha
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When the United States entered in-
to war with Iraq in March, Father
John DeSocio figured he’d soon see
duty as a United States Navy re--
servist chaplain. [

His only fear, he
said, was being rel-
egated to behind-
the-scenes work
such as serving on
committees,
whereas his great-
est desire was to mlmster

The Rochester diocesan priest’s
concern was quickly dismissed. Fa-
ther DeSocio was dispatched to the
Island of Crete, in southern Greece,
where he served at the Souda Bay
Naval Support Activity base. He was
the only priest, and one of only two
chaplains, on a base with 2,400 mili-
tary personnel — four times its nor-
mal population due to the war.

Father DeSocio estimates that
nearly half the people there were
Catholic — so needless to say, he was
highly sought out. He counseled
young men who had been among the
first U.S. troops in Iraq when the war
started and were suffering from dis-
orientation, lack of sleep and nar-
rowly escaping death. Other military
were reservists dealing with home-
sickness.

“Some of the reservists had just
gotten married, started a job, had
children,” Father DeSocio said.

All of Father DeSocio’s previous
reservist hitches had been in the
United States. However, because he
currently resides in Belgium, he was
assigned to a European location
when the war began. Father DeSocio,
56, is vice rector of the American
College of the Immaculate Concep-
tion at the Catholic University of
Louvain, where he works with major
seminarians and is beginning the
second year of a five-year commit-
ment.

Father DeSocio was mobilized in
late March; for the next four months
he ministered to men and women in

the Navy, Coast Guard, Marines,

Merchant Marines, Air Force and
Army. His original commitment was
for one and possibly two years, but
that was cut short after President
Bush declared major combat in Iraq
finished on May 1. Still, it remained
to be seen whether Father DeSocio
would be demobilized in time to re-
turn stateside and attend the 25th-an-
niversary celebration of his ordina-
tion. _ .
“My brother and sister said.they
were going to have the party with me
or without me, and they were going
to have a priest as a stand-in,” Father

.

am

lowing a Mass at Eimira’s St. Anthony Church to celebrate the 25th anniversary of his ordination.

DeSocio said with a laugh.

Father DeSocio did get released in |

mid-August and arrived in the
Rochester Diocese in time to cele-
brate his jubilee Mass Aug. 24 at his
childhood parish, St. Anthony in
Elmira. He was due to return thls
week to Belgium.

Father DeSocio has been a Navy
reservist since 1991, when.-he was
serving as chaplain at Ithaca College.
From there he has maintained a min-
imum commitment of two days per
month and two weeks per year in the
reserves, often providing relief for
full-time chaplains. He began as a
lieutenant and was promoted to lieu-
tenant commander four years ago.

“It’s a very stressful job — long
hours, many demands,” Father DeS-
ocio said, noting that in addition to
providing sacraments, a military
chaplain often lends spiritual sup-
port on such issues as domestic vio-
lence and thoughts of suicide. Fol-
lowing the terrorist attacks of Sept.
11, 2001, Father DeSocio helped mil-
itary personnel who had been trau-
matized by the experience of search-
ing for bodies, and also counseled
families of military who were Killed
in the attack on the Pentagon.

Father DeSocio commented that
his most recent military odyssey has
been very fulfilling. “I think I was at
the right place at the right time,” he
said of his months in Crete. “I hope I
made a difference in some people’s
lives. They tell me I did.” ~

Lella NavidllCathohc Couner ,
Father John DeSocio and his mother, Carolme, pass a Knights of Columbus 4th Degree honor guard Aug. 24 fol- &

JOIN US THIS SEPTEMBER 2003...

Sept. 5-7 Woemen's Weekend Prayer Day by Day
This retreat will focus on the gift of prayer in our hives, enabiing us to SEE God more clearly LOVE God more dearty and
FOLLOW God more nearly. The weekend consists of conferences, Mass, Retoncihiations and quiet ime for personal
prayer Father Jim Louduce will facilitate. Fnday eveming 6:00 pm dinner) to Sunday morming Offenng $100

Sept. 18 A Day of My Own
This special opportunity is offered on the third Thursday of each month and will provide a sacred space for you to “take
time out” just to be with God - a time to reflect, pray and be refreshed in any way that will nounsh your spint Come
when you want to just “be™ Lunch will be provided. Offenng $12

Sept. 19-21 Women'’s Weekend Retreat Women's Retreat for the Budy ¢ Soul”
This retreat focuses on how God has worked in the iives of women through the ages and how women of faith have
responded It leads us into an explogation of how we respond by integrating faith into our daily ives Presented by Sister
Nancy Hawkms, IHM, PhD, Assistant professor of Theology Studies at St Bernard's Schaol of Theology Nancy holds
an MA from Dugquesne University and PhD from Fordham Aiso faciitating the weekend will be Mananne Antezak MA in
theology and MDw from St Bernard's School of Theology and Ministry and Sister Rose Raymond Wagner OSF
Friday evening 6 00 {dinner) to Sunday morming Offenng $100 .

Sept. 21-23 Bereavement Corg'ercnce of Hope_.

Sponsored by the Office of Hope For The Bereaved, this conference provides an opportunity 1o meet your personal

A professional educational needs Time to leam, relax, revitalize and network with other bereaved or bereavement

. caregivers Presented by Darcie Sims, PhD and Chnistopher Novak Special features includes a Dinner Cruise on

beaullfgjl Skaneateles Lake For further information and to regrster call Donna Kalb at 315-474-3745

Sept. 24 Genuine Happiness
What 1s genuine happiness? Where does it come from? How do | expenience t? These will be some of the questions
explored within the context of our faith traditions and the culture at large 'Tools for assessing and culivaling happiness
will be investigated, suggested and practiced Genumne happiness is much less a state to be possessed as it 1s 2
by-product of nght wing Come and join us as we look nto this and other related concems Part 2 of the workshop will
be offered 1n May Attendance at the Fall workshops 1s not a prerequisite for the Spnng session You will probably be
happier f you make both sessions The second session will build on and expand the core concepts for hving Life to the
full Presented by Or Terry O'Brien, psychotherapists and Credentialed Alcoholism Counselor Dr O Bnen holds a PhD
in Child and Family Studies and an M S in Marmiage and Famity Therapy from Syracuse University 6 00 (dinner) - 9 00
Offering $20 per person per session, $35 per couple .

Sept. 29  Embracing the Cup of My Life :
Thus first in a five-part senes wil prowde and opporiunity \o get in touch with the intimate welispring of our spintual e
Using Joyce Rupp’s book. The Cup of Qur Life. we will explore the many ways the cup can symbolize our darly joys
struggies. griefs brokenness and celebrations Copies of the book will be available for $10 00 Other sessions Oct 6.
20, 27 and November 3 Facilitated by Mary Stanley. Pastoral Associate at St Mary of the Lake in Skaneateles.
Kathleen Owens. Pastoral Assocnate at St Francis Xavier Pansh in Marcelius, and Sister Rose Raymond Wagner. OSF
10-00 -11 30 am Offenng $5 per session

tCHa Maﬁ@ Detreal and Renewal Center
130 East Genesee St., Skaneateles, New York 13152

315-685-6836
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