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When Jesus was in Jerusalem, a
¥ crowd of people gathered around to
hear him teach. Scribes and Phar-
H isees who were also there asked Je-
sus why some of the things his dis-
i ciples did were against the religious

“You disregard God's command-
¥ ment but cling to human tradition.
1 You nullify the word of God in favor
1 of your tradition that you have hand-
Hed on. And you do many such
4 things.” Jesus walked to a high spot
H of ground so that everyone present
H could see and hear him. Then he
74 said, “Hear me, all of you, and un-
' derstand. Nothing that enters one
from the outside can defile that per-
4 son; but the things that come out
from within are what defile.”

Jesus said nothing more after that,
B but he walked away through the
it crowd, followed by his disciples. He
1 stopped when he came to the district
y of Tyre, where a woman asked him

i{ Because of her faith, Jesus healed
4the woman’s daughter. He then left
i{ Tyre and traveled through Sidon un-
i til he reached the Sea of Galilee.

Another crowd of people had gath-
ered to hear Jesus and to see him
perform miracles. Jesus wanted on-
ly to be alone with his disciples, but
he knew the people who came to him
1 had so many needs. His compassion
compelled him to help them.

One person who came to Jesus
% was a deaf man with a severe speech
i impediment. The man’s friends
i asked if Jesus would just lay his
i hands on him. Their faith told them
i that would be enough to heal their
friend. Jesus brought the man to a
place they would not be seen or
i heard by the crowd of people.
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Jesus put his fingers in the man’s
ears. Then he touched the man’s

" tongue and $pit on the ground. Jesus

looked up into heaven and said to the
man, “Be opened!” Immediately the
man could hear and he could speak
as well as any of his friends.

When Jesus returned with the
healed man who was rejoicing be-
cause Jesus had healed him, Jesus
told them not to tell anyone what had
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happened. But the man and his
friends were just too excited and
grateful. They told everyone.

‘“He has done all things well,” they
said. “He makes the deaf hear and
the mute speak.” .
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Q&A

1. Why did so many people follow
Jesus?
2. What did Jesus say to the deaf
man’s friends?

Fill in the blanks to answer the questions. The first
letter of each correct answer combine to form

the word “Christian.”
1. Jesus died on one.
2. Where God lives.
- 3. The last book of the Bible.
4. A major prophet of Judah.
5. Number of sacraments.
6. The two sections of the Bible.
7. Jacob’s new name.
8. Noah built one.
9. Jesus lived in this city.
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