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CHICAGO — Katie Konieczny fol-

élowed her heart and changed ca-
Sreers. She left her advertising job,
£ returned to school, received her cer-
§tification and joined the teaching

&

2 ranks at St. Malachy Catholic School
2 in Chicago.
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“T've always had a desire to -

B

- teach,” said Konieczny, who this
June was completing her first year

& of teaching seventh grade. “I want-

: ed some life experiences first.”
% Although new to the field, it has
ibeen a successful year for

New teachers find
help from mentors

teachers at St. Malachy made possi-
ble by a grant from the Sisters of
Mercy.

The mentoring program is the
brainchild of Mercy Sister Virginia
Peacock, a preschool teacher at the
school.

“In the ideal world, an experi-
enced, full-time teacher is supposed
to mentor a new teacher,” Sister Pea-
cock said. “We tried but there wasn’t
enough time to spend with the new
teacher and give the necessary help
to make the experience truly effec-
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* Qutstanding performance
and passage rates of our
students on both the US &
Canadian Board Exams

* Qur location on a beautiful,
286 acre campus in the
heart of the Finger Lakes
Region of Upstate
New Yark

* An ambitious Chiropractic
Research Agenda

\ Carriculwm that

features:

* Afull year of clinical
experience in one of our
3 off-campus Chiropractic
Health Centers

* Avariety of electives
ranging from sports
chiropractic, pfactice
management, pediatncs,
chiropractic technique
& geriatrics

» Emphasis on the
development of keen
diagnostic capabilities
along with effective
technigue skills

« A chiropractic technigue
program offering a global
full spine method of
delvery

+ Opportunities th
participate in hospital
rotatons

Become a DOCtOI'of '
Chiropractic.

Other \YOC Facts ...

« A modern facihizy that
ncludes state-of-the-art
computer tabs & Distance
Learning capabilives

« A newiy renovated
8,000 square foot
research buiding

* A state-of-the-art
anatomy center

 An Accelerated Science
Program

* Availability of on-campus
housing for individuals &
EIIES '

* Extremely affordable
cost of living

* A professional Career
Development Center to
assist mn career planning

» Multipurpose Athletic
Center including poal,
basketGall, racquetball,
weight room, outdoor
athletic fields & golf course

» A clean safe campus
environment to study
& relax

Ask about our

recently approved Masters

{egree programs in

Acupunciure & Acupuncture

& Oriental Medicine

Gontact the Admissions Office
at NYGG for more information at
1-800-234-6922 or visit www.nyecc.edu.

2360 Routg 89 « Seneca Falls, New York 13148

DeSales celebration

Peter Karski (center), a student at DeSales High School in Geneva, par-

ticipates in a 90th-anniversary celebration Mass May 17 at St.
Stephen’s Church in Geneva. Bishop Matthew H. Clark celebrated the
Mass, which was followed by a dinner dance and silent auction.
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tive.”

Sister Peacock’s community,

which had set aside an endowment -

to fund two-year programs that
might help women, children, the
poor or education, financially

backed the program based on her

proposal. - :
Two experienced St. Malachy

teachers, Sue Jolie and Erin Zuc-

caero, who had left their full-time

- positions for maternity leave, were

hired as mentors.

“Both were successful teachers
here, the students liked them and
they knew the school,” Sister Pea-
cock said. “The two already had
come back part-time to teach gym,
art and work in the office. With the
grant we were able to buy more of
their time.”

Principal Bridgid Miller, a 24-year
veteran, said the grant helped en-
hance the new teachers’ success.

“Teaching is hard, especially dur-
ing those first couple years,” she
said. “It's important they (new teach-
ers) fall in love with teaching despite
the challenges. New teachers need
someone to hold their hands and help
over the difficult bumps in the road
that may occur.” ,

“Teachers need mentors,” Jolie
told The Catholic New World, news-
paper of the Chicago Archdiocese. “I
was coming home crying my first
year of teaching (at another school).
New teachers need a support struc-
ture regardless of whether it’s a
young person just out of college or
an individual who just changed ca-
reers. I would never have survived
without my mentor.”

Jolie and Zuccaero, who met with
the new teachers at the beginning of

the school year, made observations
in the classrooms, modeled their ap-
proach for the new teachers, had dis-
cussions of discipline issues and par-
ent communication, and suggested
how to effectively move from one
subject to another.

“Their feedback was very help-
ful,” said Maureen Mclntyre, an-
other new teacher. They taught us
ways to explain the lessons better
and keep students’ attention. They
gave us ideas for resources like
where to find markers, push pins
for the board, sand for a science
project.” ,

Konieczny said Jolie and Zuccaero
taught her how to gain control of the
classroom when students were los-
ing interest. “They taught me to
shorten the lessons and have stu-
dents work on group projects in-
stead of individual ones,” Konieczny
said.

Meg Goethals, who spent her first
year teaching fourth grade at St.
Malachy’s, said the mentoring pro-
gram helped her learn more about
herself. “It challenged me as a per-
son. I learned more compassion,
more patience. I also learned about
my strengths and what kind of
teacher  wanttobe.”

While the mentoring program has
proven successful, the funding ex-
pired at the end of this past school
year. Miller said she is looking for
other sources of funding, but she is

grateful to the Sisters of Mercy for

getting the program started.

“The Sisters of Mercy and Sister
Virginia in particular have helped
our new teachers be successful,” she
said. “In turn, they have helped the
€ommunity.”
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