
St. Juan Diego relic on national tour TESTS 

, Henrietta Gomes/CNS 

WASHINGTON — After passing 
through eight dioceses, a small frag­
ment of St. Juan Diego's tilma, or 
cloak, bearing a portion of the origi­
nal image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
reached Washington Aug. 7. 

Nearly 1,500 people flocked to the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception, where they 
stood in long lines waiting to vener­
ate the relic. 

1 At a shrine Mass Aug. 9, Washing-
| ton Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick 
j told the congregation that the ap-
I pearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
| to St. Juan Diego was a clear sign of 
I God's deep love for his people. 
I He said God chose St. Juan Diego, 
| who was poor and had nothing, and 
[ showed him a great sign. Through 
j St. Juan Diego, God also has given 
j the faithful a message of love, the 
j tilma, which still remains intact af-
i ter almost 500 years, he said. 

The image of Mary as Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is believed to have been 
miraculously imprinted on the tilma 
after Mary appeared to St. Juan 

Diego on Tepeyac Hill in present-
day Mexico City in 1531. 

The tilma itself is enshrined in the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in~ Mexico City. The tiny piece cut 
from it was given to the archbishop 
of Los "Angeles by the archbishop of 
Mexico City more than 60 years ago. 

The Tilma of Tepeyac Tour, spon­
sored by the Apostolate for Holy 
Relics and the Knights of Columbus, 
began in May and will make stops in 
20 UJS. cities, ending in December at 
St. Patrick's Cathedral in'New York. 

The relic's next stop was Balti­
more, where some 1,200 people vis­
ited the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Aug. 10-11 to 
see and pray before the fragment of 
the tilma. 

Scheduled to be in Detroit Aug. 14-
15, the relic was unable to be flown 
there due to the Northeastern power 
blackout. Church officials are trying 
to reschedule the event for the fall. 

Contributing to this story were 
Christopher Gaul' and George P. 
Matysek Jr. in Baltimore. 

Eddie Arrossi/CNS 

Members of the Missionaries of Charity and other Catholics watch as the 
relic of St. Juan Diego is brought by a procession into the Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington Aug. 9. 
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The Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Rochester are proud to honor 

the following educators for the many years they have helped make 

their classrooms a "home away from home" for their students. 

45 Years 
Mary Alice O'Brien, 
RSM 
St. Margaret Mary 
School 

Elizabeth Ferratella 
All Saints Academy, 
Coming 

Stephanine Riley, 
SSJ 
Sacred Heart 
Cathedral School 

40 Years 
Jacqueline Erb 
St. Andrew School 

Bernice Kennard 
St. John the 
Evangelist School, 
Spencerport 

35 Years 
Carol Murtha 
St. Charles Borromeo 
School 

Joan Walsh 
Holy Family 
Intermediate School, 
Elmira 

Diane Anderson 
St. Margaret Mary 
School 

Mary Jane Elliott 
Holy Family School 

Ann O'Connor 
Holy Family Primary 
School, Elmira 

Alma Schubmehl 
St. Joseph School, 
Wayland 

30 Years 
Mary Ann Bender 
St. Francis 
DeSales/St. Stephen 
School, Geneva 

Joseph Holleran 
St. Lawrence School 

Oarlene Huver 
Seton Catholic School 

Aurella Dean 
All Saints Academy, 
Corning 

25 Years 
Beatrice Hack 
St. Louis School 

Mary Friday 
St. Francis 
DeSales/St. Stephen 
School, Geneva 

Joan Williams 
St. Andrew Schoot 

Mary Beall 
St. Patrick School, 
Seneca Falls 

Sandra Craig 
St. Mary School, 
Waterloo 

Joan Doyle 
St. Joseph School, 
Penfield 

Maire Fox 
St. John the 
Evangelist School, 
Humboldt Street 

Sandra Gravelle 
St. Margaret Mary 
School 

Barbara Jones 
St. Ann School, 
Hornell 

Brenda Lisi 
Holy Family 
Intermediate School, 
Elmira 

20 Years 
Kathleen SopKo 
St. Lawrence School 

Mary Diamond 
St. Louis School 

Doug Schneider 
St. Charles Borromeo 
School 

Mary Concannon 
St. JoseplvSchool, 
Penfield 

Carta Lemik 
St. Rita School 

Susan Ryan 
St. Monica School 

Diane Sturdy 
St. Helen School 

Marianna Venoski 
St. Michael School, 
Newark 

Mary Linda Vetter 
All Saints Academy, 
Corning 
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