Archbishop, attorney

BOSTON (CNS) — Archbishop
Sean P. O’Malley of Boston held a
“positive, frank and informative”
meeting with Massachusetts Attor-
ney General Tom Reilly Aug. 14 as
part of the archdiocese’s continuing
response to the clergy sex-abuse cri-
sis, spokesman Father Christopher
Coymne announced.

“Archbishop O’'Malley is hopeful
that dialogue with the attorney gen-
eral’s office will continue and will
foster the efforts of the archdiocese
to bring openness about and healing
of the scandal of clergy abuse of
children, while promoting the pro-
tection of children in all areas of so-
ciety,” Father Coyne said in a state-
ment. _ .

The meeting took place three days
after the release of internal arch-
diocesan reports detailing the han-
dling of clergy abuse accusations
and settlements made between 1994
to 2001. The previously confidential
documents were disclosed Aug. 11
by the law firm of Greenberg Trau-
rig, the Boston law firm handling
260 of the pending abuse lawstiits.

A steering committee of five
lawyers met at the Greenberg Trau-
rig offices Aug. 11 to begin review-

ing a $55 million settlement offer by
the Archdiocese of Boston to 542 al-

leged victims of clergy sexual

abuse.

“We’ve got to get into the nitty-
gritty of our analysis and how we're
going to respond,” said attorney Jef-

frey Newman, who represented’

Greenberg Traurig at the meeting.

The newly released files docu-
ment the sexual abu$e allegations
received by the delegate of the arch-
bishop, who handled sexual miscon-
duct by church employees. Pub-
lished reports state that the office
received 210 new claims against
church employees between July
1994 and October 2001.

Though it is unclear when the ac-
tual incidents of abuse occurred, the
attorney general’s investigation con-
cluded that no evidence of “recent
or ongoing sexual abuse of children
in the Archdiocese of Boston” exists.

The documents also show that the
Archdiocese of Boston paid at least
$21.2 million in settlements to 149
victims of sexual abuse during the
documented years. Insurance com-
panies for the archdiocese paid out
much of the amount.

Father Coyne told The Pilot,

Deficiencies corrected
at Auburn care facility

Medicaid, Medicare
payments resume at
Mercy Health Center

Medicaid and Medicare payments
for new patients have been restored
to Mercy Health and Rehabilitation

Center in Auburn after a second sur-

vey by the New York State Depart-
ment of Health found the facility
had corrected all deficiencies cited
in June.

Medicaid and Medicare payments

-for new patients at Mercy had been
temporarily halted because the .

health department cited the center
for 20 deficiencies during a June 2-
6 inspection. The new survey took
place Aug. 11-12.

In its June report, the health de-
partment had cited Mercy for sev-
eral “G” violations, which are con-
sidered serious enough to
“compromise the health of the pa-
tient,” according to Robert Kenny,

_spokesman for the state health de-
partment. The health department
approved a plan of correction from

‘ Mercy on July 30, Kenny said, and

Medicaid and Medicare payments
were restored Aug. 12.

Mercy provides elder care and re-
habilitation services for 240 resi-
dents. It is sponsored by the Sisters
of the Third Franciscan Order in
Syracuse, but the religious order an-
nounced earlier this year that — due
to the declining number of sisters
available to staff Mercy — it was
seeking a new sponsor for the facil-
ity.

Robert Aims, Mercy’s administra-
tor, said that less than a handful of
potential admissions had been af-
fected by Mercy’s inability to re-
ceive payments. In a statement,
Mercy said it is again taking new ad-
missions, and that the center appre-
ciates the community’s patience as
well as the hard work of the staff
during this “difficult period.”

“We pledge to continue serving
our community in meeting the mis-
sion of Mercy, to provide quality
long- and short-term care with dig-

“nity, compassion and respect,” the

statement said.
— Rob Cullivan
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Boston archdiocesan newspaper,
that the settlements were not publi-
cized because the policy at the time
was based on what he called a “cul-
“not only of the
children, but of church priests (and)
of people’s reputations.”~

While some victims have chal-

lenged the archdiocese to improve

the pending settlement offer, Father
Coyne described itas fair.
“Archbishop O’'Malley’s offer of
$55 million aims to help bring heal-
ing” to the victims and the archdio-
cese, Father Coyne told The Pilot.
He went on to describe the $55 mil-

lion figure as a “substantial offer, a“

good offer” and one that Archbish-
op O’'Malley hopes “will result in an
expeditious resolution” to pending
clergy sexual abuse cases.
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Archbishop Sean P. O’Malley, cen-
ter, shown at his July 30 installation &
Mass, recently met with Tom Reilly,
Massachusetts attorney general, to
discuss the sex-abuse crisis.
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With over 50
academic programs,
generous merit
scholarships,
Division | sports, and
a suburban campus
near the majestic
Niagara Falls, we
offer everything you
need to play in the
big leagues.

To learn more about
Niagara, visit
www.niagara.edu.
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