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'Freaky Friday' fine fantasy 
David DiCerto/CNS 

NEW YORK — A feuding mother 
and daughter get to view the gener
ation gap from the flip side in the ap
pealing fantasy-comedy "Freaky 
Friday" (Disney). 

While the book by Mary Rodgers 
has been well mined, including a 
1977 version starring then-12 year 
old Jodie Foster, director Mark S. 
Waters gives this thematic chestnut 
enough of a contemporary spin to 
make it refreshingly entertaining. 

As in any fable, the set-up is rela
tively simple: a mother, straight-
laced psychiatrist Tess Coleman 
(Jamie Lee Curtis}, and her antithet
ical, rock 'n' roll daughter Anna 

-fLindsay Lohan) wake up one morn
ing trapped in each other's body. 
They quickly trace the mystical mis
chief back to a pair of magical for
tune cookies given to them at a Chi
natown eatery. 

Much of their bickering revolves 
around typical generational griev
ances — each thinking the other's 
life is a relative cakewalk. 

Tess, a widow about to remarry, 
doesn't understand why Anna won't 
warm up to her doting fiance, Ryan 
(Mark Harmon). Anna questions her 
mom's support of her higfi-decibel, 
heavy metal musical aspirations. 
With the wedding less than 48 hours 
away, both desperately try to figure 
a way to reverse the spell. 

The body-switch device offers a 
fertile arena for comedy. Tess; wear
ing the body-pierced shell of a 15-
year-old, gets to taste high school 
again and place some maternal 

Disney Enterprises/CNS 

Jamie Lee Curtis and Lindsay 
Lohan star in a scene from Walt 
Disney Pictures' "Freaky Friday." 

speed bumps in the path of Jake 
(Chad Michael Murray), the edgy 
biker-boy Anna is pining over, While 
Anna, trapped in her mom's 
menopausal skin, must contend with 
Tess' neurotic patients. 

The movie imparts a valuable 
message about the importance of 
family and understanding between 
generations, evenhandedly exposing 
the prejudices while celebrating the 
differences of each, Both T6S8 and 
Anna earn a deeper appreciation of 
and respect for one another — a les
son in tolerance that transcends gen-

MovieReview 
eration gap issues. Also commend
able is the story's insistence that the 
fortune cookie's spell can only be 
broken by an act of selfless love. 

Curtis seems in her element let
ting loose as the adult-sized adoles
cent. Lohan is equally convincing as 
the dowdy shrink immured in the 
perils of puberty. 

"Freaky Friday," charming and 
sweet but not overly sentimental, 
neither insults viewers' intelligence 
nor offends their sensibilities. 

The film also touches on peoples' 
^growing inability to communicate, 
despite ever-evolving modes of com
munication. Through much of the 
film Tess is unable to break through 
Anna's defenses and really connect 
with her. The spotlight of .irony is 
cast on this communication problem 
when Tess is shown filling her pock-
etbook with an assortment of cell 
phones, pagers and Palm Pilots — 
the accoutrements of a world of in
dividuals increasingly isolated by 
their interconnectedness. 

Due to complicated thematic ele
ments and some mildly crude lan
guage, the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops rating is A-Il — 
adults and adolescents. The Motion 
Picture Association of America rat
ing is PG — parental guidance sug- ! 

gested. 

DiCerto is on the staff of the Office 
for Film & Broadcasting of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
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GENERAL SERVICES 

Announcements 

ADOPTIONS: The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

PRE-CANA: November 15th 
& 16th session available. If 
interested please contact 
Assumption of Our Lady 
Church, Fairport 388-0040. 

Call 585-529-9530 to 
— place an ad 

EMPLOYMENT 

Help Wanted 

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
For large-circulation non-daily newspaper. Will sell major 

accounts and direct the efforts of two sales reps. Requires bach
elor's degree & newspaper sales experience", plus management, 

training, communications and promotional skills. 

Apply with letter & resume to (no calls please): 
General Manager, Catholic Courier 

P.O. Box 24379, Rochester, NY 14624-0379 
Deadline is August 29 

Business 

Opportunity 

U N L I M I T E D I N C O M E : 
NASDAQ listed International 
Company seeks motivated 
teachable people" Extensive 
support systems in place. For 
informational overview, call 
585-392-3640. 

MERCHANDISE 

For Sale 

BOTTLED WATER? BUY NO 
MORE! Personal Water Filter 
purifies tap water instantly 
(about 98% or better.) 30 Day 
Guarantee. ($6 -- Shipping & 
Handling). Send check or 
money order ($100) only to: 
Lord's Quality Products, P.O. 
Box 720905, McAllen, TX 
78501. 956-342-5372. 2 or 
more units - only $90 each. 
4 - 6 weeks delivery. 

Home Repair 

BASEMENT WATER PROOF
ING & REPAIRS: Selling? 
Eliminate mold, mildew, flak
ing: pass home inspections. 
New home? Prevent mold & 
water damage. Make walls 
look like new. 392-5076 

FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED 
CEILINGS: repaired, repaint
ed, installed. Water damage, 
drywall, plaster repairs. No job 
too small. 392-5076 

Roofing repairs/Gutter clean
ing, etc. TOP TO BOTTOM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS. Call 
585-338-9865. Fully insured. 

House 

Cleaning 

SIMPLICITY CLEANING 
SERVICES: Jennifer Bennett, 
Phone 585-338-9865. Cell 
585-748-6328. Let us sweep 
your worries away. Fully 
insured. 

Moving 

& Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
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Courier Classified 

20 words for$i5 
Call 585-529-9530 to place an ad today! 

Painting & 

Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: In/Ex paint
ing, basement walls 
repaired/new Sump pumps 
installed, all type^ ,home 
repairs, yard maintenance 
and clean up' NYS certified. 
Call 392-4435 

A1 SERVICE P R O S : House 
painting. Gutter ""cleaning. 
Wallpaper removal, House 
washings. Insured & free esti
mates Call 738-1964 

Tutoring 

PRIVATE TUTOR 
GRADES K-5: 10 years elemen
tary school teaching experience 
Master Degree, proven results 
Specializing in creative writing, 
problem solving skills and stale 

test preparation 
Call 227-8262. 
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