T i m e , money well-spent o n youth
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This past weekend we gathered at
the Crown Plaza Hotel in Rochester
for our annual Diocesan Youth Convention. I just finished sending an email message to Michael Theisgn, director of youth ministry, and all of
his co-workers, expressing my gratitude for a job well done.
Over 600 young people from every
part of our diocese turned out for the
event. From my perspective, the
enormous amount of work by the
young people and adults who
planned and supervised the event
paid great dividends. I say that primarily because participants were
beautifully responsive to all that was
asked of them during our time together. When it was time to play,
-they did so in joyful ways. When it
was time to pray, they took up the invitation with peaceful ease. They
shared with others about matters
that are important to them. They
were attentive to their sisters and
brothers when they offered similar
gifts. I had a deep sense that they
wanted to learn new things, to absorb the experience of others and
grow through it all.
This was the 10th Diocesan Youth
Convention we have celebrated un-

sent among this year's convention
participants a sense of gratitude for
what these young adults had prepared and passed on to them.
I have often read that special religious experience like retreats, days
of prayer and such gatherings as
this weekend's convention have lasting significance in the lives of young
people. What I have read has been
validated in many conversations I
have had over the years with adults
who speak to me about the formative
influence youth gatherings had in
their lives. They speak to me of lasting friendships made or deepened; a
sense of solidarity with peers about
important convictions and values; an
appreciation of our faith community
complementing their experience of
parish; new and sustaining ways of
prayer experienced; a clearer sense
of their dignity and goodness; and
assistance in coping with societal
and cultural forces that can be destructive.
Time and circumstances did not
allow it on Sunday, but I would have
loved the opportunity to sit with our
returning leaders and hear them respond to questions such as these:
Why did you choose to come back
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der the present format. In special
observance of the anniversary, we
invited to this convention everyone
who had served as teenagers on the
Diocesan Youth Committee over the
past 10 years and who, therefore,
had worked on earlier conventions
as part of their leadership responsibilities. During the Sunday liturgy
we called them forward according to
their years of service, starting with
1994 and continuing to the present.
I noticed that the teenage participants were very attentive as these
early leaders came forward, and
that when the assembly offered
them their applaifse, they did so with
great enthusiasm. There was pre-

Who Knows Senior Living?
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When it comes to exceptional senior living, Lucy Lester knows a good thing

We deliver comfort

when she sees it. Already familiar with St. Ann's rich tradition in Rochester, when
she learned of their newest senior living community — Cherry Ridge — she was
excited about the opportunity to join the staff.

for this event?.
How would you describe your experience as participant/leader in our
youth program?
In what ways, if any, does that past
experience remain important to
you?
If you could have had 10 minutes
to address this convention, what
would you have said to the kids?
Based on your life experience
since high school, what changes
would you suggest to improve our
programs with and for today's
teens?
It's too late for me to ask these
questions of those men and women
who led our convention, in earlier
years. But perhaps those involved
with young people who attended this
week's gathering could suitably
adapt the questions and ask for their
feedback to them.
I close by thanking all who support such activities for our young
people. We all know that these gatherings could not happen without you.
We are also aware that we never
waste a penny or a moment that we
invest in support of our precious
young people.
Peace to all.
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Now she's eager to share this

Residential

distinctive retirement lifestyle coming soon to Webster with you! Call Lucy today
at (585) 697-6700 and learn more about the most complete option in town, from
the woman who knows senior living.
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585 872 0220

Community

Serving the Catholic Diocese
of Rochester for 55 Years

Information Center • 876 Ridge Road • Webster, NY 14580 • www.cherryridgecommunity.com
Cherry Ridge is brought to you by St. Ann's Community, the area's leading senior health care and housing provider.
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