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Harry Potter fans will like latest book

I fully expected that when I got
my hands on Harry Potter and the
Order of the Phoenix, I would not to
be able to put it down. Quite the op-
posite turned out to be true.

I HAD to put it down for frequent
‘breaks because it’s very weighty.
Not only is the baok enormous (842
pages), but its subject matter is
heavy. I felt the need for gulps of air
once in a while to clear away the
looming clouds of disaster that
stretch through J.K. Rowling’s fifth
book in the Harry Potter series.

There are family issues, the pains
of a first love, fights with his best
friends, impending career decisions,
" unsympathetic (not to say, sadistic)
teachers, crooked politics and Har-
ry’s unfortunate tendency to make
poor decisions.

Of course, lurking behind all of
these typically adolescent struggles _
is the arch-fiend who has pursued
Harry since his birth. The baleful
influence of He-Who-Shall-Not-Be-
Named would supply enough plot
twists to satisfy most readers. How-
ever, Rowling evidently felt that she
had used that device enough in the
previous books, and needed to pro-
vide Harry with fewer “magical”
challenges. Certainly, his weak
_ .point is relationships.

" But isn’t that typical of 15-year-
olds? I realized that that was the ma-
jor reason that I needed a break
once in a while — Harry is SO 15!
He whines, he sulks and he isolates
himself from the people who would
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help. He rages and screams, ex-
plodes into recrimination and occa-
sional tears. And he does these
things at the worst possible mo-
ments in front of exactly those
whom he most needs as allies.

And yet, no sooner had I put the
book down, than I was looking for-
ward to the next time I would be
able.to immerse myself. The world
of Hogwarts and the numerous oth-
er sites that the author takes us to is
a fascinating one. And yet it lies
right on top of London.

In The Order of the Phoenix, Rowl-
ing brings the Muggles’ world and
the wizards’ more closely together
than ever before. From Harry’s
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Aunt Petunia to Hogwarts’ Head-
master Dumbledore, the magical
and non-magical characters are
shown to be increasingly interde-
pendent. . :

The result is that the “real” world
is filled with the possibility of won-
drous things, and the “magical”
world is made to feel more familiar
and understandable. The combina-
tion serves to draw the reader back
time after time. And it fills Harry’s
head with a muddle of questions.

The story is driven by Harry's
search for the answers to these

questions. In previous books, he is.

possessed by the need to find out
who he is and who his parents were.
In this volume, he knows exactly
who he is ... the most gifted young
wizard at Hogwarts. His problem
becomes how to survive the on-
slaught of suspicion and jealousy di-
rected at him because he is so gift-
ed; how not to draw more attention
and its attendant danger while get-

.ting the girl he’s smitten with to no-

tice him. Again — exquisitely ado-
lescemnt.

The cast of characters are as well
drawn as ever. Harry’s best friends
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Ron and Hermione are growing up
along with him, and face their own &
identity issues. Typical of the age, ;
Hermione is arriving at a mature &
understanding of things much soon- ¥
er than the boys are. Rowling could %i
publish a companion volume called, £
Hermione’s Hints on How to Handle
the Opposite Sex. It would be an in- &
stant best seller in Rochester as well #
as at Hogwarts. %

R

Even Dumbledore experiences a &
sort of epiphany. Unfortunately, he &
subjects Harry and the reader to an &
interminable rehash of Harry’s §
whole life and of the events in this
volume. Is Rowling afraid that, be-
cause the book is so long, her
younger readers will have forgotten
the events leading to the climax of
The Order of the Phoenix? Or is she &
trying to supply information about &

first time her reader has dipped in- &
to the Harry Potter experience? -

If her motivation is the latter, she }
would be better served producing &
the exposition at the beginning. &
Nevertheless, while I do not recom- §

someone’s introduction to J. K. g
Rowling, I heartily recommend it to §
fans of the series. -

Palma is an adjunct English in- §
structor at Monroe Community Col- &
legé. She earned master’s degrees §
in education at Nazareth College §
and theology at St. Bernard’s Insti- §
tute. =
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