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Continued from page 1 
ments elsewhere which could put 
civil authorities in control of aspects 
of diocesan life. 

Mark Chopko, general counsel for 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, said the agreements do not 
set precedents elsewhere because of 
different state laws. 

"Just because one diocese signs an 
agreement doesn't mean others have 
to enter into agreements," said 
Chopko. 

Chopko declined to answer-ques
tions about specific aspects of the 
two agreements and whether they 
involved important church-state is
sues. Lawyers for the Manchester 
and Phoenix dioceses were also con
tacted but did not want to be inter
viewed for this story. 

The Vatican Embassy to the Unit
ed States — in an oral communica
tion to the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops that was forward
ed to CNS — said a bishop has au
thority to delegate the responsibili
ties covered in the Phoenix 
agreement but that the Vatican "had 
absolutely nothing to do" with the 
drafting of the accord. 

Questioning the Phoenix agree
ment was Cardinal Theodore E. Mc-
Carrick of Washington, who said it 
may have set an unfortunate prece
dent. A bishop can delegate authori
ty as long as he does not lose it, but 
it seems that he lost it in Phoenix, he 
said. 

A bishop cannot stop being a bish
op in one area, said the cardinal. 

Jesuit Father Gerald Fogarty, a 
church historian, said that many 
bishops are unaware of the national 

repercussions of their actions in re
sponse to local clerical sex-abuse 
problems. 

"Under pressure because of an 
immediate problem, bishops don't 
see that by giving up oversight, they 
are setting precedents," said Father 
Fogarty, professor of religious stud
ies and history at the University of 
Virginia. 

Defending the Phoenix agreement 
was Archbishop Michael J. Sheehan 
of Santa Fe, N.M., newly appointed 
apostolic administrator of the 
Phoenix Diocese. Archbishop Shee
han was named to the post by the 
Vatican after it accepted Bishop 
O'Brien's resignation June 18, the 
day after criminal charges were 
brought against him in connection 
with a fatal hit-and-run accident. 

"""A bishop doesn't lose his authori
ty when he appoints a moderator of 
the curia. A bishop doesn'tiose his 
authority when he appoints a youth-
protection advocate. A bishop does
n't lose his authority when he agrees 
to cooperate with local authorities," 
said Archbishop Sheehan. 

Agreeing was Father Lawrence 
O'Keef e, president of the Canon Law 
Society of America. 

Father O'Keefe, judicial vicar for 
the Diocese of Gallup, N.M., said it is / 
common for bishops to delegafcer 
power. He cited his own case where 
his bishop has delegated judicial 
powers to him regarding application 
of church law in the Gallup Diocese. 

Father O'Keefe doubted that state 
authorities want to intervene direct
ly in internal church affairs. 

"I don't think too many state agen
cies would take this on with relish, 
to control church activities," he said. 

"The state is responding to a pub
lic demand over sex abuse, much of 

Reuters/CNS 

Bishop Thomas J. O'Brien sits 
inside his office in Phoenix June 3 
after making an agreement with the 
Maricopa County prosecutor's 
office to delegate some of his 
diocesan administrative duties. 

this demand is coming from within 
the church,", he said. 

Father O'Keefe said that some the
oretical problems can be raised re
garding such agreements but he 
foresees little practical problems. 

"Practically, the key issue is how 
we can put a stop to this (sexual 
abuse of jninors) and set up a system 
so if it happens again it will be quick
ly dealt with," he said. 

Barnett Lotstein, special assistant 
to Romley, the Maricopa County at
torney, said his office was sensitive 
to church-state separation issues in 

negotiating the Phoenix agreement. 
"We are looking for crimes, not to 

reform a church or a religion," said 
Lotstein. 

Action was needed as "there was a 
crisis in our community over clergy 
sex abuse" because of "questionable 
decisions" made by Bishop O'Brien, 
including a lack of cooperation with 
civil authorities investigating sex-
abuse cases, he said. 

The county attorney's office pre
ferred an agreement to court action 
as the best way to remove Bishop 
O'Brien from involvement in dioce
san sex-abuse issues, he said. 

Jesuit Father Ladislas Orsy, a 
canon law expert and critic of the 
Phoenix and Manchester agree
ments, said in such situations it 
would be better for the bishop to re
sign, giving diocesan and civil au
thorities a fresh start, rather than 
sign an immunity agreement cutting 
into a bishop's control of diocesan af
fairs. 

It was "a tragedy" that state au
thorities have had to intervene to 
provide the supervision that the 
church has not provided in dioceses 
with troublesome.sex-abuse situa
tions, said Father Orsy, canon law 
professor at Georgetown Universi
ty in Washington. 

"The human side of the church 
needs checks and balances and we 
don't have them," he said. 

The current situation is that a 
bishop exercises power in his dio
cese and is directly responsible to 
the Vatican which is-iinable to mon
itor what goes on in every diocese, 
he said. 

Father Orsy said intermediary 
church bodies are needed for moni
toring and to issue objective reports 
on the status of dioceses. 
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MmR&L MERCHANDISE SERVICES 

Announcements For Sale Home Repair 

ADOPTIONS: The Catholic Courier does not publish adoption 
advertising. To obtain a list of agencies that serve birth mothers and 
adoptive parents, call 585-529-9530. Agencies wishing to be 
included on this list may send information to the Catholic Courier. 

mmm 
Help Wanted 

SUPERINTENDENT OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
Diocese of Syracuse, New York 

The superintendent is the educational leader and chief 
administrator of the 34 schools and 10,665 students of 
the Diocese. Applicants should possess an advanced 
degree in educational administration, have significant 
school experience, demonstrable fiscal and communi
cation skills and be a practicing Catholic. Interested 
cand ida tes shou ld submi t a letter of interest, r esume 

and three re ferences by Sep tember 1 5 t h to Rev. 

J a m e s O 'Br ien , S e a r c h C o m m i t t e e , 

3127 J a m e s St. Syracuse , N Y 13206 

WATER FILTER Health 
Conscious: Portable water fil
ter cleans faucet and river 
water. Includes two filters, 
one for faucets and one for 
river water. Just place water 
in bottle, tighten and 
squeeze. One filter for 
120.00/two or more 100.00 
each plus 9.95 shipping and 
handling charges. Send pay
ment to Lords Quality 
Products, P.O. Box 720905, 
McCauley, TX 78502. Please 

allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

Advertise Your 

GARAGE 
SALE! 

2 0 w o r d s f o r $ 1 5 

Courier Classified 

can sel l your i tems! 

Call 585-529-9530 
to p lace an a d j j 

BASEMENT WATER
PROOFING & REPAIRS: 
Selling? Eliminate mold, 
mildew, flaking; pass home 
inspections. New home? 
Prevent mold & water dam
age. Make walls look like 
new. 392-5076 

FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED 
CEILINGS: repaired, repaint
ed, installed. Water damage, 
drywall, plaster repairs. No 
job too small. 392-5076 

Paint ing& Wal lcover ing 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: In/Ex paint
ing, basement walls j 
repaired/new sump pumps 
installed, all 

' repairs, yard 
and clean up. 
Call 392-4435. 

type home | 
maintenance 

NYS certified. 

Courier Classified 

Catholic Books 
Ladies Purses 

Mens Ties: 
100 Catholic Books 2.00/ea 

25 Ladies purses for every occasion 3.00/ea 
100 Men Ties 2.00/ea 

Call 266-0483 

Moving & 
Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
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