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God answers Moses in the desert 

g 1 Joe Sarnicola/Contributing writer 

t The Israelites had endured many 
I ha rdsh ips s ince the Lord del ivered 
t h e m out of the s l a v e r y of Egypt . 
T h e y compla ined f r equen t ly to 
Moses. After they had been wander
ing for more than a month, they en
tered a desert between the moun
tains of Elim and Sinai. The name of 
t he d e s e r t was Sin. U n d e r b lazing 
hea t wi th no shade , wi th p a r c h e d 

i throats , e m p t y s tomachs , sunburned 
skin and bl is tered feet, the Israel i tes 
complained to Moses and Aaron with 

[ the last of the energy they could pull 
i from within themse lves . 

"Would that we had died at the 
I Lord's hand in the land of Egypt, as 
j we sat by our fleshpots and ate our 
fill of bread! But you had to lead us 

f into this desert to make the whole 
[ community die of famine." 

Moses was very upset. He could 
J understand the resentment his peo
ple were feeling, but he did not want 
them to be angry with God. God, 
may in turn, become angry with 

I them because of their ungrateful
ness. God had set them free, but they 
thought their slavery was better 
than what they were experiencing 
now. So Moses did what he always 

did when he 
was troubled. 
He found a 
place where 
he could b e 
a lone and he 
p rayed . 

God h e a r d 
the prayer of 
Moses and an
swered it. "I 
will now rain 
down bread 
from heaven 
for you. Each 
day the people 
are to go out 
and gather 
their daily 
portion." 

Moses was 
delighted at God's response, but God 
was not through talking to Moses. "I 
will test my people, whether they 
follow my instructions or not. On the 
sixth day, when they prepare what 
they bring in, let it be twice as much 
as they gather on other days." 

Moses went back in front of the Is
raelites and said, "At evening you 
will know that it was the Lord who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt; 
and in the morning yotf will see the 
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glory of the Lord." 
Then Aaron announced, "Present 

yourselves before the Lord, for he 
has heard your grumbling!" The 
people looked out into the vastness 
of the desert and the glory of the 
Lord appeared to them in a cloud. 
"In the evening you shall eat flesh, 
and in the morning you shall have 
your fill of bread, so that you will 
know that the Lord is your God." 

READ MORE ABOUT IT: 
Exodus 16 

Q&A 
1. Why were the Israelites 

unhappy? 
2. How did God take care of the 

Israelites? 

mmmm 

Puzzle 
R e a r r a n g e the following books of the Old Tes tament 
so they a r e l is ted in the o r d e r in which they appea r 

in the Bible. Answers on page 14. 

1&2 Samuel, Leviticus, Ruth, Deuteronomy, 1&2 
Kings, Genesis, Joshua, Exodus, Numbers, Judges 
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»*%• fBibte Trivia 

What>aa thVtitfeltt tti/'fadci&f Egypt wfcea the I * n ^ s W i f e * 
^ Seud-dn^wer.% Caffiphe «G£me*-Bible£Itiv%i PQwtic 243^,'lRabh-

ester, NY, ;i4624^1njblude,ybur name, adores*} phcmejiuftiBer, ictioofrand 
grade VAU,entiie<i roust be received liy July 31, A^wifflur* îl,fjbe select ( 
ed at rdndom from alRhejcwrect entries submitted. Tjb̂ ere V e r^ no cm -
rect-rei.pr>nse%>r«:eived to the last trivia question/HoV Bmuy books'of 
'the New Testament do not contain tie nanies of1 people or places in their 
titles? What are they? . * • - < : 
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