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—ple, Dr. Joseph P. McCormick, chair-
man of the ethics committee at St.
James Mercy Health System in Hor-
nell, noted that from abortion to eu-
thanasia, the church’s position on
protecting human life from concep-
tion to natural death is often under
attack.

“I think it’s our job to be the cham-
pions of the respect for life,” Mc-
Cormick said of Catholic physicians.

One obstetrician/gynecologist
who’s willing to champion life is Dr.
Katherine S. Lammers, a parish-
ioner of St. Rita’s Parish, Webster.
Lammers works with a number of
crisis pregnancy programs and not-
ed that being a pro-life woman in her

choose to parent or to adopt out,” she
said.

Dr. Paul P. Povanda, D.O., a parish-
ioner at St. Mary Our Mother
Church in Horseheads, works at St.
Joseph’s Hospital and Arnot Ogden
Medical Center, both located in
Elmira. Like other diocesan physi-
cians, he said he doesn’t impose his
religious views on his patients, but
his faith does affect how he treats
them.

“I would hope that being brought
up Catholic makes me a better
physician,” he said. “I would hope
that everybody I deal with on a dai-
ly basis is affected by the fact that
I’'m Catholic.”
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