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Groups help kids 
obta in insurance 
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ALEXANDRIA, Va. (CNS) — 
Through community education 
events, training of nurses and social 
workers, and direct assistance with 
applications, Catholic organizations 
helped more than 108,000 children 
enroll in health-care coverage 
through Medicaid and the State Chil
dren's Health Insurance Program in 
2002, according to a new report. 

Children's Health Matters, a part
nership between Catholic Charities 
USA and Catholic health facilities, 
issued its annual report July 8; the 
report includes state-by-state data 
and focuses on enrollment and ad
vocacy efforts in 2002. 

Since the partnership began in 
1997, more than 3937000 families 
have been assisted in completing ap
plications for Medicaid and the State 
Children's Health Insurance Pro
gram, known as SCHIP, resulting in 
231,355 children enrolled. 

"Despite our progress in enrolling 
children, much more work still needs 
to be done," said Joeann Karibo, di

r e c t o r of community commitment • 
for Bon Secours Health System and 

chairwoman of the Children's'Health 
Matters steering committee. 

"Currently, there are 8 million 
uninsured children in this country 
and over 75 percent of them are eli
gible for Medicaid or SCHIP," she 
said. "In addition, thousands of chil
dren are at risk of losing their cov
erage as states consider changes or 
cuts to the Medicaid and SCHIP 
programs to balance their budgets." 

The annual report said approxi
mately 328,000 applications, bro
chures and promotional materials 
had been distributed by Children's 
Health Matters participants in 2002 
and some 2,500 community educa
tion campaigns held at health fairs, 
parish events, school meetings and 
other local gatherings. 

St. Anthony Hospital of Chicago, 
for example, provided children's 
health-insurance information at local 
Catholic and public schools, with 
bilingual outreach workers distrib
uting applications during report card 
pick-up days to reach all parents. 

In Lincoln, Neb., St. Elizabeth Re
gional Medical Center trains local. 

File photo 

An uninsured child receives a medical checkup on June 27, 2002, at Mercy 
Outreach Center in Rochester. Catholic organizations have helped 108,000 
children enroll in health-care coverage. 

day-care providers and parish nurs
es on how to reach out and educate 
parents about the Medicaid enroll
ment process. 

Throughout the country, Chil
dren's Health Matters partners 

^trained 1,740 individuals in 2002 to 
assist families with completing Med
icaid and SCHIP applications at 
more than 220 training sessions for 
nurses, social workers and outreach 
staff within and outside of Catholic 

health facilities. 
In addition to Catholic Charities 

USA, sponsors of Children's Health 
Matters include the Catholic Health 
Association; Ascension Health of St. 
Louis; Bon Secours Health System 
of Marriottsville, Md.; Carondelet 
Health System of St. Louis; Catholic 
Health East of Newtown Square, Pa.; 
Catholic Health Initiatives of Den
ver; and Catholic Healthcare Part
ners of Cincinnati. 

Thg Lord Hears the Cry 
of the Poor... Each morning, the poor children of ESPWA homeless shelter in southern 

Haiti gather together to lift their voices in prayer to the Lord. Your 
donations will help Theo's Work, Inc. provide nutritious meals, medical 
care and education for these needy children. Let them add you or your 
loved ones to their Daily Prayer List. Give these children the gift of hope 
when you give this thoughtful gift of prayer to your family or friends! 

A great gift idea for any age, 
any size, any special occasion -

birthdays, anniversaries, 
religious celebrations, holidays!-

Place you request today! 

Suggested offering per name to be added to our Daily Prayer List: $30 for one month, $50 for two months, $100 for six months 

Name to be added to Daily Prayer List: 

Special Occasion 

To whom should announcement card be sent? 

Name: 

Address: 

Citv: 

Name of Sender: 

Address: 

Citv: 

Phone: 

State: 

State: 

ZiD: 

Zip: 

Offering enclosed: • $30 for 1 month • $50 for 2 months • $100 for 6 months 
Please make check payable to: Theo's Work, Inc. 

Mail check with this completed form to: 
Daily Prayer List, C/0105 Southampton Drive, Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Name to be added krDaily Prayer List:_ 

Special Occasion: 

To whom should announcement card be sent? 

Name: •_ 

Address: 

City: State: .Zip:. 

Name of Sender:_ 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

State: .Zip: 

Offering enclosed: D $30 for 1 month • $50 for 2 months D $100 for 6 months 
Please make check payable to: Theo's Work, Inc. 

Mail check with this completed form to: 
Daily Prayer List, C/0105 Southampton Drive, Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Theo s Work, Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 charity (www.theoswork.org and www.espwa.on 
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