FARM WORKERS

Continued from page 1
state laws regarding farm workers:

¢ Farm owners would be required -

to offer employees at least 24 con-
secutive hours of rest each week,

with farm workers allowed the op-.

tion of taking that time off or work-
ing.

¢ Farms would establish eight-
hour work days, requiring overtime
at one-and-a-half times the normal
rate after eight hours.

e Farm laborers would have col-
lective-bargaining rights.

e Sanitary codes would apply to all

farm and food-processing labor

camps housing migrant workers, re-
gardless of the number of housing
occupants.

¢ Farms would be required to re-
port on-the-job injuries, and provide
farm workers with claim forms for
workers’ compensation. Currently,
state law requires farms with year-
ly payrolls of more than $1,200 to
carry compensation insurance.

Farm-worker advocates claim the

bill is needed to raise the status of

‘farm workers, whom they say are
treated by law as second-class work-
ers and denied the rights other New
York workers enjoy. The farm-work-
er bill has been promoted vigorous-

ly by the Centro De Trabajadores

Agricolas, known in English as the
Independent Farmworker Center,
which is funded in part by the
Catholic Campaign for Human De-
velopment, an anti-poverty program
of the U.S. bishops. CITA organizer
Salvador Solis, a resident alien from
Mexico, said that migrant farm
workers deserve the Fair Labor Act
after working in New York for
decades. ,

“] want to know why, after 50
years of being here (in the United

Leila Navidi/Catholic Courier

At the close of the “Bienvenida,” or welcoming Mass for migrant farm work-
ers June 22 in Brockport, 7-year-oid Ashley Solis leads a procession from
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church to First Baptist Church.
Following Ashley is her 17-year-old sister, Daniela.

States), that we have no'rights,” he
said.

Farm owners argue, however that
many of the law’s intentions — in-
cluding days of rest and workers’
compensation — are already in ef-
fect on most farms. Farmer advo-
cates add that collective bargaining
in particular could destroy the
state’s agricultural industry if work-
ers exercise the right to strike dur-
ing harvests. They also said that gov-
ernmental regulations and ongoing
technological farming imprové—
ments are already making farming
costly.

The farm owners say they would
like to raise their farm workers’
wages, but that they operate in-a
business with slim profit margins of-
ten marked by many bad years with
revenue losses. According to farm-
owner advocates, farm-worker
wages may range from,$5.15 an hour
to $10 or more depending on various

factors, including the type of farm
and work. Dairy farmer John Lin-
coln, a parishioner of St. Bridget/St.
Joseph Church in East Bloomfield,
said Catholic farm owners feel the
church uses “hurtful rhetoric” when
it advocates for farm workers.
“They don’t listen to the farmers’
side of the story,” said Lincoln, pres-
ident of the New York Farm Bureau,
which represents 34,000 farm own-
ers and agricultural businesses
statewide. “I'd love to pay my work-
ers $20 an hour, but we can’t afford

~ to do it in this global economy.”

He and other farmers said the
church overlooks the fact that U.S.
farms must compete in a global mar-
ket against nations that can some-
times offer food at prices far cheap-
er than those of U.S. farmers.
However, CITA’s director, Aspacio
Alcantara, an immigrant from the
Dominican Republic, said farm
workers should not have to “bear the

-would in such countries as Mexico.

" right of farm workers to collective-

tara added, both sides could cooper-

brunt of the problems of the agri- ¢
cultural industry.” Alcantara has or- §
ganized farm workers across the |
state to press for better labor condi-
tions-and pay.

“Catholic social teachmg recog-
nizes and affirms the right for peo- ¢
ple to participate in the decisions
that affect their lives,” Alcantaraj
said through translator Bill Abom, &
coordinator of Rural and Migrant
Ministry’s Brockport office. Alcan-§;
tara expressed frustration withf
farmers and. farm owners who op-
pose the right to collective bargain- §
ing. Abom added that farm-worker
contracts could contain no-strike i
clauses. 1

Alcantara also said that he is also
frustrated by farm owners who con- 5
tinually point out that farm workers ;
make better money here than they i

“We should not take advantage of ¥
the problems and poverty in Mexico
by exploiting (Mexican) labor -here ;z
in the United States,” he said. g

If farm owners recognized th

ly bargain in New York state, Alcan- 7

treated fairly could be mcluded as ~
part of such campaigns. °
Lincoln said most of his fellow j

them well only comes back to bene- &
fit the farm. However, he said, farm-
worker advocates must recognize fj
that farm owners are at the mercy |
of many forces, from the weather to .
globalization, that can make or#
break farms..

“Basically, the farm worker isn't 2
going to be better off than the
farmer in the long run,” he said. :
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Corner of Hudson Ave. & Norton Street
Friday, July 18, 2003 from 6:00 pm to 11:00 pm
Saturday, July 19, 2003 from 1:00 pm to 11:00 pm :
TWO RAFFLES EACH DAY:

Friday: $500 and 36" JVC Stereo TV + Saturday: $1,000 and $2,500
POLISH GIFT BOOTH * MUSIC BY RAY SERAFIN BRASS MAGIC
POLISH DINNERS: Friday, 500 - 8:00 pm « Saturday, 3:00 - 8:00 pm
Golabki (stuffad cabbage rolls), Pierogi, Polish Sausage & Sauerkraut
Take outs available Also available outside Potato Pancakes, Hots & Hamburgers,

: ltalian Sausage, Salt Potatoss, Soft Drinks and Beer.
PROFESSIONAL SECURITY ON PREMISES
Contacts: Parish office 585-467-3068, email: ststani@dor.org,
kgustyn@monroecounty.gov, fabrics@frontiernet.net

mothers and adoptive parents,
call 585-529-9530. Agencies
wishing to be included on this
list may send information to the
Catholic Courier.
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GARAGE SALE!

Call 585-529-9530 to place an ad

GUTTER CLEANING
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New Heavy-Duty Aluminum
& Galvanized Gutters

Bernard K. Bayer & Son
est. 1052 (585) 381-0812

inspections.
Prevent mold & water dam-
age. Make walls look like
new. 392-5076

FLAT-TEXTURED-SWIRLED
CEILINGS: repaired, repaint-
ed, instalied. Water damage,
drywall, plaster repairs. No
job too small. 392-5076
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Call 392-4435.
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JOIN OUR GROUP — NOVAE
SCOTIA, SEPTEMBER 3-13, 14
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/! Small, We do them All!
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