| In this last prevacation Along the
4 Way, I want to thank you for your
¥ kindness and support during this
@ very challenging year. And [ want to
& tell you about what lies ahead. Let
# me do both in a series of short com-
¢ ments:
% 1) I recently returned from St.
& Louis from the spring reeting of the
4 U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
5 ops. I am happy to report to you that
onle year after our adoption of the
¢ “Charter for the Protection of Chil-
dren,” our conference and individ-
ual bishops in their own dioceses
1 have made a great deal of progress
in the implementation of the char-
ter.
i We are well-prepared for the audit
that will assess our compliance with
the charter and will welcome what-
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ever suggestions they may have.
And, we will be fully involved in the
research projects being done to
identify the scope and nature of the
problem and measures to avoid it in
the future.

2) I am deeply grateful to the pas-
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tors, pastoral leaders and-volunteers
of our parish communities who have
worked so hard and in such good
spirit to make our diocesan capital
campaign, Partners in Faith, so suc-
cessful in its early stages.

This is the first venture of this
scope in our diocese in almost 40
years. Thus for most of us, this task
is an unfamiliar and, therefore, a
daunting one. But we have done well
so far. I am convinced that we will
do very well if we continue to rise to
the challenge with faith and good
spirit, if all will consider making a
sacrificial pledge when asked to do
so, and then make an honest effort
to be faithful to the method offered
to us by our consultants.

I was much encouraged by a
chance meeting at St. Louis with
Bishop Bernard Harrington of the
Diocese of Winona, Minnesota. 1
knew that his diocese was engaged
in a capital campaign very similar
to our own — including the renova-
tion of their cathedral church. And,
I knew that Winona also had en-
gaged Community Counseling Ser-
vices as their consultant. When I
asked Bernie how it was going, he
grinned a great grin and said “We
finished vesterday and realized 33
million dollars against a goal of 20
million dollars.”

I know full well that Winona is
Winona and Rochester is Rochester.
We cannot take it for granted that if
one succeeded so beautifully, the
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other will also. At the same time, it
was good to hear that they had done
so well in circumstances much like
our own.

3) Early in July, I'll be off to the
ocean with Tom Powers and Howard
Hubbard. I've got some books lined
up and have been picking out some
simple recipes I might try out on
them. I do long for the peace and
quiet of those days. Notwithstanding
my satisfaction and gratitude, this
has been a difficult year, and I will
welcome a change of pace and
scenery. T

On July 3, vacation will start with
a bang. On that day we’ll be cele-
brating the birthday of my brother-

“in-law, Jim Early. This year the par-

ty will be an especially full one
because all five of Helen and Jim’s
daughters will be there. That fact
alone makes my heart sing. But
there will be a quintuple bonus as
well — the presence of their grand-
children Julie, Megan, Patrick, Liam
and Sean. I can’t wait to see that
gang assembled for such a happy oc-
casion.”

Thanks, dear friends, for your
countless favors, your understand-
ing and your prayers. Through
God’s grace you make daily min-
istry a joy and .bring hope to my
heart even on the toughest days.

I wish you a blessed summer until -
the August 7 issue of the Catholic
Courier.

Peace to all.
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Get your team together for the American Cancer Society Relay For Life.
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% to recognize those survivors and honor the memory of friends and
[ loved ones. We ihvite your community to reach out and get teams
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