Rochester. He said Hollywood has
come a long way since the 1950s and
early '60s when such “sword and
sandal” movies as “The Ten Com-
mandments” and “Ben-Hur” por-
trayed God and Christ in areverent,

8 solemn fashion. In today’s environ-

ment God and his Son are portrayed
in a variety of ways from one film to

¥ another, he noted. By the late 1990s,

“I've always said it shouldn’t be
your only source of information on
Christ,” Garner said of the moyie.

DIVINING HIS PRESENCE

Both Garner and Father Steve
Lape, parochial vicar at St. Marcy’s
Parish in Auburn, said they prefer
indirect portrayals of God to direct
depictions of the divine one — or

screen, directly portrayed or not, is
simply the product of his imperfect
creatures, Father Lape said.

“Nothing can ever capture God
perfectly,” the priest said. “Howev-
er, movies are like other forms of
art, like paintings, and can offer us
windows to glimpse through and be
emotionally moved in some way by
a sense of God.”
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