R T . s st
T e e

Partial-birth ban

passed by House

Nancy Frazier 0'Brien/CNS

WASHINGTON — The House’s
282-139 vote June 4 in favor of a ban
on partial-birth abortions moves the
nation one step closer to achieving a
goal sought by most Americans, Car-
dinal Anthony J. Bevilacqua of
Philadelphia said in a statement.

“In voting to ban this procedure,
one of the most heinous acts ever
perpetrated upon an unborn child,
Congress is in harmony with the vast
majority of Americans who find this
violent act intolerable and want it
stopped,”. said the cardinal, who
chairs the U.S. bishops’ Committee
on Pro-Life Activities.

The Senate voted 64-33 in favor of
the ban March 13. President Bush
has promised to sign the legislation,
twice vetoed by President Clinton.

First, the legislation must head to
conference committee because of a
Senate-passed amendment. Ap-
proved in the form of a nonbinding
resolution, the amendment endorses
Roe v. Wade, the 1973 decision that
removed most state restrictions on
abortion, and says it secured an “im-
portant constitutional right.”

Cardinal Bevilacqua made no ref-
erence to the amendment in his June
4 statement, but in a May 30 letter to
fellow bishops he said, “This prob-
lematic amendment will need to be
removed in a conference committee
before the president will sign the ban
into law. There is no scheduled time-
line for this to happen.”

After conference committee
changes, both the House and Senate
need to vote again on the legislation.

Shortly before the House vote, the
White House issued a “statement of
administration policy” urging enact-

.ment of the legislation without any

significant amendments. “The ad-
ministration strongly believes that
enactment of H.R. 760 is both moral-
ly imperative and constitutionally
permissible,” it said.

The bill prohibits doctors from
committing an “overt act” designed
to kill a partially delivered fetus and
includes an exemption in cases
where the procedure is necessary to
save the life of the mother.

Specifically, it defines partial-birth
abortion as one in which either “any
part of the fetal trunk past the navel”
(in a breech presentation) or “the en-

tire fetal head” is delivered outside -

the body of the mother before the ba-
by is killed.

Cardinal Bevilacqua noted that op-
ponents of the ban have pledged to

“challenge the constitutionality of
the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act in
court.” :

“To allow the brutal killing of a
child mere inches from being born is
barbaric,” he added. “To cloak the act
in the Constitution is a national dis-
grace.” ~

In 2000, the U.S. Supreme Court
overturned a Nebraska law banning
partial-birth abortion in its Stenberg
v. Carhart decision, saying that the
procedure was protected under Roe

v. Wade and that the ban was uncon- )
. stitutional because it did not provide

an exception for the mother’s safety.

Sen. Rick Santorum, R-Pa., the
chief Senate sponsor of the legisla-
tion, said in March that the new leg-
islation directly addresses the con-
stitutional problems put forward in
the vaguely worded Nebraska case
by including pages of medical find-
ings proving that “partial-birth abor-

" tion is never necessary to preserve

the health of a woman,” that it “pos-
es serious risks to a woman’s health”
and “lies outside the standard of
care.” .

The House vote also drew praise
from Carl Anderson, supreme knight

of the Knights of Columbus, and °

Douglas Johnson, legislative direc-
tor for the National Right to Life
Committee, among others.

“For almost a decade now, count-
less Americans, including the mem-
bers of the Knights of Columbus,
have worked long and hard to
achieve this ban,” Anderson saidin a
statement. “We must now continue
this work, and make the partial-birth
abortion ban a foundation on which
to build a renewed culture of life.”

Johnson stated, “Two-thirds of
Congress, 70 percent .of the public,
and four Supreme Court justices say
there is no constitutional right to de-
liver most of a living baby and then
puncture her head with a scissors,”
he said. “But five Supreme Court jus-
tices have said that the right of abor-._

tionists to perform partial-birth -
abortion is guaranteed by Roe v.

Wade. We hope that by the time this
ban reaches the Supreme Court at
least five justices will be willing to
reject such extremism.” .

Kate Michelman, president of
NARAL Pro-Choice America, for-
merly the National Abortion and Re-
productive Rights Action League,
called the legislation “a broad, un-
constitutional bill which sacrifices
women’s health and future fertility
on the altar of extreme right-wing
ideology.”
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Destruction in Gaza
A Palestinian woman cries in front of her demolished housé in the

northern Gaza Strip. Israeli troops June 9 destroyed 12 houses, a few
days after the summit in Jordan reopening the Mideast peace process.
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Would You Like To
Benefit Your Diocese
-(Parish, School,
Catholic Charilies, elc.)
and Receive a

Guaranteed Income
for Life?

If so, a Charitable
Gift Annuily
May Be Just Right For You!

What is a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)?

A CGA is a contract between you One-Life Annuity Rates*
and the Diocese of Rochester in Age Rate
which you transfer ownership of 65 6.0%
cash, sccuritics or other asscts and 70 6.5%
receive a guaranteed fixed pay- Z;g ;(l)(fi
ment for lifc. Upon your death, the | 85 9.5%
remainder of your gift is distributed 90 11.3%

to your parish, school, or diocesan “Minimum Gift $10,000
program / agency. ~ New rates effective 07/01/03
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~ (585) 328-3228 x1297 .

CO0T 'TL 2un{ | AN 42153420y 40 asad01( | 43uN0D OYIED S,S/(/DUVQSMQN n




