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Fest blends music, strong messages

Mike Latona/Catholic Courler

ROCHESTER — Exuberant spir-
it was abundant at the first-ever
diocesan Urban FaithFest May 31,
as young people filled the air with
joyful singing, dancing and shout-
ing to celebrate their Catholic
faith.

Yet one part of the day kept par-
ticipants rooted to their chairs.
While dramatic music blared, video
depictions of a groaning, blood-
drenched Jesus Christ filled a large
screen. Sal Solo, the singer/narra-
tor, told the audience that this im-
agery served as a jarring reminder
that Jesus died for our sins.

The graphic presentation of
Christ’s passion had a profound ef-
fect on Julius Durant. “It really
showed how much love he had for
us, and what he was willing to do for
us,” said Julius, 13, who attends St.
Michael’s Parish in Rochester.

Solo starred in the 1980s as a vo-

" calist for the British band Classix

Nouveaux. However, he left pop mu-
sic behind in favor of promoting his
Catholic faith through musieal per-
formances backed by dazzling video
accompaniment. “There is nothing
in the world I'd rather do than be
with you,” Solo said to the FaithFest
crowd during his afternoon presen-
tation.

Unfortunately, Solo said, Christ-
ian beliefs and MTYV air play are two
separate worlds. He was blunt in'his
assessment of violence and sex in
the media, asking young FaithFest

- participants not to idolize such
‘artists as Eminem “who can sing
~about murdering and raping his

mother — and that’s suitable.”

Solo’s message hit home with
Vanessa Morales, 15. “It makes me
think a ot about how I need to break
down a barrier keeping me away
from God,” said Vanessa, a parish-
ioner at Holy Redeemer/St. Francis
Xavier in Rochester. “TV and radio
are not helping at all.”

Lynette DeJesus, diocesan coor-
dinator of urban youth ministry, ap-
plauded Solo’s strong words, saying,
“I love that. The kids need to hear it
like that.” DeJesus said she had be-
come interested in bringing Solo to
Rochester after seeing him perform
last summer at World Youth Day in
Toronto.

The Urban FaithFest, held on the
campus of Colgate Rochester Croz-
er Divinity School, was attended by
approximately 100 youths and adult
chaperones, mainly from Rochester
city churches as well as from other
diocesan parishes. Also included in

“the-festival’s afternoon lineup were

multicultural performances and
faith-related discussion sessions.
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Sal Solo performs for the young people who participated in the first-ever
diocesan Urban FaithFest at Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School May 31.

Following dinner, par-
ticipants engaged in a
reconciliation service
before ending the festi-
val on an energetic
note with a two-hour

Julius said he’s hap-
py that the Rochester
Diocese’ tailored an
event specifically for
urban youths. “It tries
and get people off the
street, and more in
touch with their faith,”
he commented. -

One notable FaithFest participant
was Bishop Matthew H. Clark, who
spent much of the day clapping his
hands to music and greeting partic-
ipants. At one point, he even took the
stage as a volunteer percussionist.

“I'm so happy this (festival) is
happening,” Bishop Clark ex-

claimed, seconds before exchang-

ing a hug with Julius — whom he
had just confirmed three nights ear-
her )

"In his introductory remarks
Bishop Clark recalled that when he
visited South America many years
ago, some of the friendliest people
he met were teenagers in Chile.
“They were tremendously gener-
ous, hospitable and caring for a
stranger in their midst,” he re-
rharked, stating his confidence that
youths attending the FaithFest pos-
sess those same qualities.

Solo, meanwhile, cited Mary the

mother of Jesus — through her ac-

ceptance of God’s will — as the ide-
al teen for other youths to emulate.

“A young girl, age 14 or 18, was
willing to make a difference. A
teenaged girl, just like many of you
here, wanted to change the world,”
he said.
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Blshop Matthew H Clark: plays percussnon wnth
the Bata con Pies band as Marianna Scott per-
forms a Latin dance.
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For lunch and dmner...

Potato Pancakes
Served with sour cream and applesauce

Cabbage Soup

Made the ol fashlon way

Sauerbraten
Chonce mannated beef, slow roasted and
served in its own natural au jus

Knockwurst
Spicy German sausage

Rouladen
Choice rolled beef stuffed with bacon,
pickles and onions

Wiener Schnitzel
Lightly breaded choice veal, pan fried
and served with a mushroom sauce

Also serving our regular continental menu
of beef, seafood & Italian specialties.
Lunch. Tuesday-Frnday 11-30am to 2 00pm

Dinner Monday-Saturday 4-30pm to 10-00pm

EARLY BIRD’S SERVED
4:30rPM - 6PM, MON., - THURS.

Reservations: 585-225-2500

[APIPHIER

Creekside Plaza * 831 Fetzner Road

Joseph C. Wilson Step Team.
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Michael Cherry performs with the

“For The
- Prime
Your Life ”

‘Make Your Father’s Day
Reservations Early, June 15th

Early Specials
Tuesday thru Friday "de .
$10.95 N

* 4 cuts of Prime Rib

» Alaskan King Crab

» Jumbo Shrimp

+ Australian Lobster Jails

+ Fresh Grilled Fish
available every day
Serving Dinners Nightly

Except Monday
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Corner of Maiden Lane, north of the Marriott

CONESUS INN

5654 East Lake Rd. « Conesus Lake

585-346-6100

Special Attention Given to
Banquets & Parties
www.cdnesusinn.com

We accept: American Express, Visa,

MasterCard and Discover Credit Cards
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