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Continued from page 1 
archbishop told them that Iraqi 
Christians were still very much in 
shock from the rapid pace of change-
and were concerned about the make­
up of the new government. 

"They are concerned that there be 
a place at the table for different re­
ligions and tribal affiliations in the 
government, but everything is just 
beginning to unfold, so I think all mi­
norities will be concerned at this 
point until they see how things de­
velop," she said. 

Father Nizar Semaan, a Syrian-
rite priest working in northern Iraq, 
told the Vatican missionary -news 
agency Fides that many Iraqi Chris­
tians were worried about a surge in 
Islamic fundamentalism in the coun~ 
try. 

"While international media de­
scribe Shiite_gatherings in Karbala 
as manifestations of victory, democ­
racy and freedom, we, as Iraqi 
Christians, are very- concerned 
about the future of our country," Fa­
ther Semaan said. 

He said Christians are apprehen­
sive "not because we are against 
freedom of belief and religion, 
which we want as the foundation for 
the new Iraq, but because we are fa­
miliar with the mentality and cul­
ture of Shiite Muslims and we know 
that what they want is a theocratic 
Iraq founded on Islamic law." 

"There is a danger that we Chris­
tians may have to choose between re­
maining in Iraq as second-class citi­
zens deprived of our rights or leaving 
this land of our fathers," he said. 

"I hope the rest of the world will 
see the danger and continue to help 
Iraq-become a truly secular and de­
mocratic country where all groups 
are respected," he said. 

PERIL AND HOPE 
Dr. George Eisen, executive direc­

tor of the'Center for International 
Education at Nazareth College in 
Rochester, said Iraq has many ad­
vantage's in terms of rebuilding. A 

Iraqi boys play near an open sewer drain flowing down a Baghdad street May 
11. One month after the fall of Saddam Hussein, basic needs like water and 
electricity are still scarce in areas as the U.S. administration concentrates on 
formation of an interim government. Cholera cases and other indicators of 
unsanitary water conditions have been detected around the country. 

Middle East expert, having worked 
in Israel, Egypt, Yemen and Jordan 
in the 1960s and 1970s, Eisen said 
that Iraq boasts a well-educated, 
highly trained population that can set 
up an efficient civil administration. 

"You don't have to completely re­
train them," he said of Iraqis work­
ing to set up a government. "A West­
ern-style administration is quite 
possible." 

Yet Eisen said the United States 
must be sensitive to various con­
cerns in Iraq if it is to succeed in 
leaving it in good hands. If the Unit­
ed States wants to avoid looking like 
an occupier and earning enmity in 
the process, for example, it should 
consider relying on the United Na­
tions to supply an international 
peacekeeping force, he said. 

While it will be up to the Iraqis to 
choose how their nation is restruc­
tured, Eisen said Iraq's neighbors 
will be closely watching whatever 
form of government it eventually 
adopts. In particular, he noted, it 
would be better if Iraq became a 
confederation in which power was 
shared between various groups than 
if the country was split up. Such a 
confederation would serve as a 

counterbalance to such regional 
powers as Iran, he said. 

"You'd need something large 
enough to counterbalance, but not so 
powerful as to threaten its neigh­
bors," he said. 

Eisen also noted that it's up to con­
cerned people everywhere to help 
Iraq rebuild, including concerned 
Catholics. Nongovernmental organi­
zations, or NGOs, such as Catholic 
Relief Services are crucial to re­
building Iraq, he said. 

"In every part of the world, often 
the NGOs function much better than 
the government," Eisen said. "Gov­
ernments are highly bureaucratic, 
and highly bureaucratic organiza­
tions don't work too well in respond­
ing to the needs of people." 

CAN PEACE BE WON? 
Winning the peace requires a long-

term view, said Gerry Powers, di­
rector of the U.S. bishops' Office of 
International Just ice and Peace, 
adding there is a temptation to take 
a short-term view of things. 

"You're talking in terms of years, 
not months," Powers said. "It's going 
to require enormous amounts of 
money, of lots of troops — resources 

H O W YOU CAN HEUP 

To contribute to Catholic Re­
lief Services' relief^ efforts in 
Iraq, send donations to: Iraq 
Humanitarian Response, 
Catholic Relief Services; RO. 
Box 17090, Baltimore, MD, 
21203-7090. " 

For information on CRS' work 
5in Iraq, visit www.catholicre-
lief.org. 

of all kinds — and staying power." 
Ray Jennings, a senior fellow at 

the U.S. Institute of Peace, said the 
postwar effort must "set up systems 
to deal with the conflict of change" 
because of the "day-to-daychallenge 
to authority that exists in every 
state." 

Jennings said tile State Depart­
ment should be the primary actor in 
guiding reconstruction efforts. 

"It is the Pentagon, and (Defense) 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld in par­
ticular, who, having run the war ef­
fort, now want to control postwar re­
construction and even the 
distribution of humanitarian aid," 
said the Rev. Jim Wallis, pastor of 
Sojourners Community Church in 
Washington and editor-in-chief of So­
journers magazine. 

"The Pentagon has won an easy 
war, but it will never win the peace," 
Rev. Wallis said. "The churches will 
support humanitarian aid organiza­
tions over the Pentagon to lead relief 
efforts, and they will support a U.N. 
lead for postwar reconstruction." 

Jennings noted that the military 
has experience in warfare but not in 
police activity. With the war over, the 
United States needs to "find people 
(within Iraq), vet them, put them 
back into service—and find out who 
needs to be called to account" for 
misdeeds under the past Iraqi 
regime, Jennings said. This process, 
he added, "needs to be fair and 
speedy.." 

Contains reporting by Rob Cullivan 
in Rochester. 

! 

GENERAL FOR SALE PROPERTY SERVielE& 

An nou ncements 

ADOPTIONS: The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
.wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Courier Classified 
20 words for $15 

Call 585-529-9530 today! 

Excellent 
Auto 

1996 Dodge 
Grand Caravan SE. 
6 cyl., quad seating, 

dual sliders, power every­
thing, AM/FM cass., AC, 

93K$5100orb/o. 
585-704-9095 

MUST SELL 

Wanted to Rent 

COTTAGE OR HOME ON 
LAKEFRONT: in Rochester 
to rent for one or two weeks 
in July. Contact Ann 
Niermeyer at 804-673-2176. 

Spring 
Cleaning? 

Catholic Courier Classified 
can help sell your items 

20 words for $15 
Call 585-529-9530 

Adult Care 

BARBARA'S ADULT CARE: 
Companionship, Errands, 
Grocery, Dr. Appointments, 
Transportation, Gates/Chili 
area only. Call 585-247-4978. 

Masonry 

MASONRY REPAIRS Ail 
TYPES, brick & cement step 
repairs., basement walls & 
garage foundation repairs. 40 
years experience. Al Meyvis 
Sr. 323-1007. 

Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience it) o t f i t e . 
household i tun ini i 
anil deliveries 

lUg or Small, Wr dn them Ml' 

473-6610/473-4357 
23 Ar l ington St. Rex hester NY I4t">07 

NYT>(>T«K>57 

Achieve big results for your 
small business with 
Courier Classified 

Call 585-529-9530 

Painting & 
Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: In/Ex paint­
ing, basement walls 
repaired/new sump pumps 
installed, all type home 
repairs, yard maintenance 
and clean up. NYS certified. 
Call 392-4435. 

Travel 

JOIN OUR GROUP - NOVA 
SCOTIA, SEPTEMBER 3-13, 
2003. Call for brochure - 585-
637-2119. ALL SEASONS 
TRAVEL 

http://www.catholicre-
lief.org

