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Choice o f college speakers criticized 
Kevin Luperchio/CNS 

WORCESTER, Mass . — Citing his 
respons ib i l i ty to t e a c h and p r e a c h 
the church ' s position of the value of 
h u m a n life, W o r c e s t e r Bishop 
Daniel P. Reilly decided not to a t tend 
t h e M a y 23 c o m m e n c e m e n t at t h e 
College of the Holy Cross over the 
i ts choice of b r o a d c a s t e r Chr i s 

•Mat thews a s i ts speake r and an hon­
o ra ry deg ree recipient . 

In a s imilar case , Bishop J a m e s C. 
Timlin of Scranton, Pa., decided not 
to a t tend the May 25 graduat ion cer­
emony at the Universi ty of Scranton, 
a Jesu i t - run univers i ty in Scranton, 
also because of the scheduled com­
m e n c e m e n t a d d r e s s of Mat thews . 

M a t t h e w s , who g r a d u a t e d f rom 
Holy Cross in Worces te r in 1967, is a 
bes t -se l l ing au tho r and host of the 
show "Hardba l l " on the cable news 
channel MSNBC and has been criti­
cized by a lumni for espousing views 
tha t suppor t laws favoring abort ion. 

HI cannot let my p r e s e n c e imply 
suppor t for any th ing less than the 
protect ion of all life at all i ts s tages ," 
Bishop Reilly said in a May 18 state­
ment . 

The bishop added that his absence 
did not imply that he was "question­
ing the fidelity of the College of the 
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Holy Cross to i t s miss ion a s a 
Catholic college or its dedication to 
the mission of the Catholic Church ." 

Following the bishop's announce­
ment , Ka the r ine M c N a m a r a , di rec­
to r of publ ic af fa i rs a t Holy Cross , 
re leased a s t a t e m e n t saying, "Bish­
op Reil ly is a devoted fr iend of the 
college and w e ' r e s o r r y he won't at­
tend c o m m e n c e m e n t this year." 

M c N a m a r a de fended M a t t h e w s , 
s ay ing he h a s not ques t ioned the 
Cathol ic C h u r c h ' s s t a n c e on the 
morality of abortion. 

"Chris Matthews represents Holy 
Cross in a wonderful way," she said. 
"He has a probing intel lect , engages 
in pas s iona t e d i scuss ions on t h e 
most impor tan t topics of our day, es­
pecia l ly mora l i ssues , and shows a 
spec ia l c a r e for t h e poor and m a r ­
ginalized in our society." 

The selection of Ma t thews as hon­
o r a r y d e g r e e r ec ip ien t and com­
mencemen t speake r has d rawn crit­
i c i sm s ince it w a s a n n o u n c e d in 
March . Several weeks ago, 11; Holy 
Cross a lumni wrote an open le t te r to 
Mat thews asking him to wi thdraw. 

C.J. Doyle, execu t ive d i rec to r of 
: t he Catholic Action League of Mass­
achuse t t s , cal led the bishop 's deci­
sion not to a t tend the graduat ion "an 
act of courage , in tegr i ty and fidelity, 
which u n d e r s c o r e s t h e i r reconc i l ­
able incompat ib i l i ty b e t w e e n t h e 
Cathol ic faith and a n y ph i losophy 
which permits , t he d e l i b e r a t e de­
s t ruct ion of innocent h u m a n life." 

In the s imi la r c a s e i n Sc ran ton , 
The Associated P r e s s quoted Bishop 
Timlin as saying he would not go to 
the c o m m e n c e m e n t b e c a u s e 
Mat thews "espoused a view on abor­
tion which Cathol ics be l i eve to b e 
contrary to the moral law." 

Meanwhi l e , M a r i s t Col lege in 
Poughkeeps i e , N.Y., fo rmed by 
Mar i s t B r o t h e r s but an independent 
college since 1969, was crit icized for 
choos ing N e w York At to rney Gen­

era l Eliot Spi tzer a s i ts M a y 10 com­
m e n c e m e n t speaker. 

Tim Massie , publ ic affa i rs officer 
for t h e school, told Cathol ic N e w s 
Service that the college "accepts no 
m o n e y f rom t h e c h u r c h " a n d does 
not "feel obligated to use the l i tmus 
t e s t s of abort ion, the dea th penal ty 
or a n y s ingle i s sue in d e t e r m i n i n g 
who we invite to speak or honor." 
. A b o u t 100 g r a d u a t e s of St. 
Joseph ' s Univers i ty in Philadelphia 
walked out before Sen . Rick Santo-
r u m , R-Pa., was in t roduced to re ­
ceive an honorary deg ree and deliv­
e r his add re s s . 

The s tudents objected to the sena­
tor 's commen t s in an ear ly April in­
t e rv iew w h e r e he called homosexu­

al a c t s "a t h r e a t t o t h e A m e r i c a n 
family." 

St. Louis Un ive r s i t y r e p l a c e d its 
scheduled c o m m e n c e m e n t speaker, 
Donald Carty, fo rmer Amer ican Air­
l ines cha i rman and chief execut ive , 
with St. Louis Post-Dispatch colum­
nist Bill McClellan by mutua l agree­
ment . 

The decision c a m e af ter t h e news 
tha t , whi le A m e r i c a n Ai r l ines had 
a s k e d w o r k e r s to a c c e p t h u g e pay 
cuts , the company had a p p r o v e d of 
the bonuses and pension p a y m e n t s 
for i ts execu t ives . C a r t y has s ince 
resigned. 

Contr ibut ing to this s tory was Carol 
Z i m m e r m a n n in Washington. 

Reuters/CNS 

Earthquake aftermath 
Algerians search the site of a . destroyed mosque in the town of 
Boumerdes May 23 after a devastating earthquake hit Algeria two days 
earlier. Rescue workers probed mountains of rubble with dogs and lis­
tening devices in a race against time to find survivors of the quake that 
killed at least 1,500 people and injured thousands more along Algeria's 
Mediterranean coastline. 

Man is charged with making threatening calls 
A Conesus m a n was a r r e s t e d , 

jai led, re leased and r e a r r e s t e d May 
22 for m a k i n g t h r e a t e n i n g p h o n e 
cal ls to a r e a c h u r c h e s , t he L i v - ' 
ingston County Sheriff 's Office said. 
At leas t two of t h e c h u r c h e s a r e 
Catholic. 

According to Maj . Ray Ellis, head 
of the county sheriff 's Criminal In­
ves t iga t ion Division, Alan M. 
Vanepps, 44, was a r r e s t e d in Gene-
seo and sent to the Livingston Coun­
ty Ja i l . H e was r e l e a s e d on $2,500 
bail, but la ter that s a m e day was ar­
r e s t e d in Avon on an o u t s t a n d i n g 

w a r r a n t and was r e t u r n e d to jail. 
Ellis said that Vanepps m a d e calls 

to "e igh t o r n i n e " c h u r c h e s ove r a 
per iod o f severa l months , including 
St. M a r y Church in Geneseo and St. 
Agnes C h u r c h in Avon, a s wel l a s 
chu rches of o ther denominat ions in 
Livingston County. 

Vanepps has been c h a r g e d wi th 
mul t ip le coun t s of a g g r a v a t e d ha­
r a s s m e n t t ha t would n o r m a l l y b e 
classified as misdemeanors . Yet El­
lis said that because these were mul­
t iple cal ls t a r g e t i n g re l igious insti­
tu t ions , t hey a r e cons ide red ha te 

c r i m e s and a r e be ing t r e a t e d a s 
felonies. 

Ell is added tha t m o r e c h a r g e s 
could b e filed as t h e inves t iga t ion 
cont inues . H e also said tha t pol ice 
conf i sca ted e igh t guns f rom 
Vanepps ' home. 

Michae l Tedesco , d iocesan 
s p o k e s m a n , con f i rmed tha t he r e ­
ceived complaints May 16 from two 
Livingston County pa r i shes about a 
m a n m a k i n g t h r e a t e n i n g phone 
cal ls . However , Tedesco could not 
verify that Vanepps was the caller. 

— Mike Latona 


