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Cardinals William W. Baum, former archbishop of Washington; Italian Cardinal Opilio Rossi, president of the 
Pontifical Commission for International Eucharistic Congresses; and Cardinal Bernard F. Law, former head of the 
Archdiocese of Boston, attend a Tridentine Mass at the Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome May 24. 

Tridentine Mass defended 
Liturgy held to mark 
pope's anniversary 

John Thavis/CNS 

ROME — A Vatican cardinal cele
brated a Tridentine Mass in a major 
Rome basilica and said the old rite 
cannot be considered "extinct" in 
the modern church, 

The liturgy led by Cardinal Dario-
Castrillon Hoyos May 24 was de
signed to help mark the upcoming 
25th anniversary of Pope John Paul 
IPs election and reach out to 
Catholics who are still fond of the old 
rite. 

An estimated 2,000 people — in
cluding Cardinal Bernard F. Law, re
tired archbishop of Boston — at
tended the liturgy in the Basilica of 
St. Mary Major. St. Pius V, who cod
ified the Tridentine Mass in the 
1500s, is buried in the basilica. 

In a sermon, Cardinal Castrillon 
defended the old rite, which was of
ficially replaced by the new Roman 
Missal in 1969 after the Second Vat
ican Council. 

"The so-called rite of St. Pius V 
cannot be considered extinct," Car
dinal Castrillon said. 

"The old Roman rite retains its 
right of citizenship in the church, in 
the multiformity of Catholic rites, 

both Latin and Eastern. What unites 
the diversity of these rites is the 
same faith in the eucharistic mys
tery," he said. 

The Mass was requested by an 
Italian group that promotes the use 
of the pre-Vatican II Latin liturgy, 
which is allowed under special rules 
given by the Vatican in 1988. 

There was speculation that the 
Mass would provide an occasion for 
reconciliation between the Vatican 
and prominent followers of the late 
schismatic Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre, who defied Rome on the 
Tridentine Mass and other Vatican II 
reforms. 

But some of the bishops who were 
excommunicated with Archbishop 
Lefebvre made it clear they were 
not interested in a reconciliation. 

Cardinal Castrillon is president of 
the Vatican's "Ecclesia Dei" com
mission, which is charged with the 
pastoral care of former followers of 
Archbishop Lefebvre. He also has 
tried to open a channel of communi
cation with the ^current leaders of 
the Lefebvrite group. 

At the beginning of the Mass, Car
dinal Castrillon read a message sent 
in the pope's name by Cardinal An-
gelo Sodano,. Vatican secretary of 
state, thanking the organizers of the 
liturgy for their "filial gesture." 

Cardinal Castrillon expressed 

o 
o 

thanks to the pope for showing "pa
ternal understanding" to those who 
want to "keep alive in the church the 
richness represented by this Vener
able liturgical form." 

These are people who, "while rec
ognizing the legitimacy of the re
newed Roman rite carried out by the 
Second Vatican Council, remain tied 
to the previous rite and find in it 
valid spiritual nourishment," the 
cardinal said. 

Cardinal Castrillon read from Vat
ican IPs Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy a section that said the 
church considers "all lawfully ac
knowledged rites to be of equal au
thority and dignity; that she wishes 
to preserve them in the future and 
foster them in.every way." 

Before Mass, Cardinal Castrillon 
led the congregation in reciting the 
rosary. 

Last year, in a major innovation, 
the pope added five-new "mysteries 
of light" to the rosary and suggested 
they be recited on Thursdays. To ac
commodate that change, he pro
posed rearranging the recitation of 
the other mysteries, with Saturdays 
as a day for the joyful mysteries in
stead of the glorious mysteries, as 
had been the practice for centuries. 

At the liturgy May 24, a Saturday, 
the congregation recited the glori
ous mysteries. 
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