Film fails t o realize story's potential
David DiCerto/CNS
NEW YORK — Ragtag freedomj fighters, led by a messianic computI er hacker, battle the machine overlords who have enslaved the rest of
i mankind in an illusory mind-prison
in order to tap humans as an energy
I source in the special-effects lollaIpalooza /'The Matrix Reloaded"
j (Warner Bros).
Inspired by the cyberpunk literaI ture' of Philip K. Dick, writer-directors Larry and Andy Wachowski,
'who redefined the sci-fi genre in
j 1999 with "The Matrix," pose age-old
questions concerning the nature of
[reality and free will set against a
| neo-noir, futuristic backdrop.
The film's glamorized violence

overshadows an otherwise intriguing premise, making it little more
than a technically ambitious shoot'em-up. And while the high-octane
sequel leaves the eye-popping visuals of its predecessor in the dust, it
breaks no new ground story-wise.
This sequel takes up where "The
Matrix" left off. In some distant Orwellian future, technology overtakes
man as the dominant intelligence on
Earth. A war ensues with homo sapiens coming out on the short end. The
victorious machines see in mankind
a cheap and efficient energy source
by harvesting their neural electricity. People are bred in pod-like cocoons oblivious to their bondage because they are plugged in to a vast
virtual-reality network — the Matrix

— which dupes them into thinking
they are living normal lives.
Some people have escaped and
wage a guerrilla war against the
malevolent artificial intelligence
from the sole remaining human outpost, Zion — a subterranean city
near the Earth's core. Chief among
the rebels is Thomas "Neo" Anderson (Keanu Reeves), a nebbish computer whiz, revealed in the first film
•to be "the One," the prophesied savior who will free the human race —
recruited by the mysterious sage
Morpheous (Laurence Fishburne)
and his hellcat sidekick Trinity (Carrie-Anne Moss), now Neo's lover.
Neo, whose extraordinary ability
to manipulate the Matrix has increased exponentially, must come to

terms with his messianic destiny, as
an army of drones bore down toward
Zion bent on mankinds extinction.
The frustratingly dense story line
revolves around an enigmatic character called the Keymaker (Randall
Duk Kim), who may hold the secret
to humanity's ultimate victory.
The techno-heavy pretzel of a plot,
coupled with a mountain of back story from the first film — which is
never recapped — makes it nearly
impossible for new viewers to make
heads or tails out of what is unfolding on the screen.
Author Orson Scott Card once observed that science fiction is one of
the few realms of modern culture
where serious theological and philosophical reflection can still be prac-
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ALLEGANY COUNTY
} Our communities invite you to share in our
j rural heritage: historic, cultural, and scenic.
j You would have to look far and wide to find
] the amazing diversity of people, places and
things which are all to be found right here.To
i learn more about what awaits you in
J Allegany County, New York.
Call 1-800-836-1869'or visit us at
j www.alleganyco.com

TRAVEL BROCHURES
GREATER BINGHAMTON

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY

Come and discover a perfect getaway destination where you can escape for a weekend of fun! Golf packages; festivals, history,
camping, carousels, architecture, sports,
shopping and much more! See for yourself
why we are "Better Than Ever!"
Call 1-800-836-6740 or visit our website at:
www.binghamtoncvb.com

Experience summertime in the Enchanted
Mountains of Cattaraugus County; there are
activities to please the entire family.
"Taste" our towns; enjoy open houses,
festivals, a rodeo, and other special events
that are happening across-our county.
Check our Events Calendar at
www.enchantedmountains.info or call us at
1-800-331-0543 for more information.
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The perfect getaway
whether for the day,
weekend, or the week.
Share our nation's
heritage at the National
Baseball Hall of Fame,
Fenimore Art Museum
and The Farmers'
Museum. Explore our
award winning-breweries |
and enjoy the hometown
atmosphere of our county's historic towns and
villages. Overnight at a
quaint country inn, B&8,
or modern franchise
property. For more information call
1-800-930-FAME
or click VisitCooperstown.com,
Cooperstown/Otsego
County Tourism Program

GRANGER HOMESTEAD
AND CARRIAGE MUSEUM

Museum is

Lakes. Luxuriate

located on the

amidst an ambiance
of Italian

50-vehicTe carriage museum and restored

Renaissance
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Every year the Limelight/ACCENTS Series
provides performing arts through
professional music, dance and theatre to
the Geneseo, Livingston County and
Western New York area. For a free
brochure call 1-800-525-2070 or visit
http://union.geneseo.edu
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architecture,
classical sculptures,
breathtaking
gardens and
Stickley furnishings.
Friendly hospitality.
Candlelight dining.
Scenic beauty,
golf and wineries
everywhere. AAA
Four-Diamonds
Call 1-800-3-GENEVA
www.genevaonthelake.com

H A R B O R T O W N BELLE
"QUEEN OJ? THE GENESEE"

1816 Federal style mansion of Gideon

The Romance of
Italy! NY Finger

Granger, US Postmaster General under
Presidents Jefferson and Madison,

banks of the
beautiful
St. Lawrence
River. The
museum's cotlection consists
of seventeen of
the 22 bronze
sculptures, hundreds of oil and
watercolor
paintings, and
illustrations.

FINGER LAKES
Visit Finger Lakes countrysides and
experience the charm of "Another world,
just around the comer." We feature beautiful
scenery, gorgeous lakes, world-class
wineries, gourmet food and cozy
accommodations. Call 800-868-9283 or visit
us on the web at www.yatesny.com'
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19th century law office. New this year "Farming at the Granger" exhibit displayed
in one of Ontario County's oldest barns.
Guided tours begin on the hour.
Open Tues. - Fri. 1-5 late May -midOct.
Tues. - Sun. 1-5 June, July and Aug. Gift
shop on site. Carriage rides by
reservation Friday afternoon
June - mid-Oct.
Granger Homestead
& Carriage Museum,
295 N. Main Street,
Canandaigua, NY
585-394-1472
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An Authentic Paddlewheeler
• Charter up to 145 people
Weddings - Corporate Events Birthdays - Private Parties
• Luncheon & Dinner Cruises
• Dining for all Occasions
• Port of Rochester at Charlotte
For Reservations Call (585) 342-1810
www.harbortownbelle.com
^
Fax (585) 338-1133
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Stutson St. Ext.
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