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Continued from page 1
because it affects all facets of soci-
ety,” Sweeney concluded.

PARISH PUSH

Sweeney shared similar thoughts
on the challenge uninsured patients
present to the health-care system
during an April 5 workshop spon-
sored by the hospital, the Diocese of
Rochester’s Public Policy Commit-
tee and Catholic Charities of the
Southern Tier.-Held at St. Joseph’s,
the workshop was part of a push to

.get Catholics in the diocese to talk

about health-care access, a priority
issue for the public policy commit-
tee this year, according to Marv
Mich, director of social policy and

research for Catholic Family Center

in Rochester.

Mich noted that similar work-
shops, featuring health-care and
Catholic social-justice experts, took
place at various sites around the dio-
cese in April, with the idea of
preparing parishes to promote
health-care access awareness this
month and in June. Various speakers
were slated to give homilies or talks
at several parishes’ liturgies last
weekend and during the next sever-
al weeks. And many parishes will
have on hand copies of a petition

calling for New York’s government

to streamline the enroliment process
for such government health-insur-
ance programs as Medicaid, Child
Health Plus and Family Health Plus.

“One million New Yorkers are eli-
gible for coverage under Medicaid,
but are not enrolled,” the petition

states. “Tens of thousands more New.

Yorkers lose Medicaid coverage
each year due to complex re-certifi-
cation procedures.”

An advocacy packet distributed to
parish representatives who attend-
ed the diocesan workshops included

Paul Finch/CNS

Nurse Gene Werner attends to Samantha Lawrence and her 2-month-old
son, Rodney Lewis, during a checkup at the De Marillac Maternity Program
at Lourdes Hospital in Binghamton, N.Y., earlier this year. The clinic helps
provide prenatal care to about 500 women each year who are uninsured.

prayers for doctors, nurses and the
faithful, as well as homily sugges-
tions. The packet also contained a
fact sheet that could be inserted in-
to bulletins.

In addition, the packet provided
information about the New York
Health bill introduced into both
chambers of the state Legislature in
March. The bill — A.6925 in the As-
sembly and S3068 in the Senate — of-
fers health-care coverage to all New
Yorkers under a system that would
be financed by premium payments
from all employers, employees and
self-employed people, in a manner
similar to the current structure of
Medicare funding. The program
would be paid by funding that cur-
rently goes to Medicaid, Medicare
and other programs.

NATIONAL CONCERN

Catholics and others are also con-
cerned about health-care access an

MERCHANDISE

the national level. Gathered in one
room at Washington’s Union Station
March S for a meeting on the issue
were the heads of the American
Medical Association, U.S. Chamber
of Commerce,
Health Association, American Hos-
pital Association and a wide range of
other health-care, labor, consumer
and philanthropical organizations.

But a 19-year-old construction
worker from Schoolcraft, Mich.,
represented more people than did
any of the other participants. That’s
because Nick Swinehart — like 41
million other Americans — has no
health insurance.

Being uninsured threw Swine-
hart’s life into turmoil last summer
when, after putting off seeking med-

_ical treatment because he lacked in-

surance, he was diagnosed with ma-
lignant melanoma, or skin cancer.
Although a local church and mem-
bers of the community have helped

_the crowd gathered for the national §

AARP, Catholic

T

pay the medical bills for his surgery
and chemotherapy, he still faces
questions about how he will pay for
interferon treatments recommend- £
ed by his doctor, as well as doubts :
about his long-term prognosis.
“Having cancer is bad enough
without worrymg about having g
health insurance,” the teenager told §

kickoff of Cover the Uninsured g
Week, a March 10-16 project involv-
ing two dozen partner organizations
and hundreds of other groups in;
raising awareness about the unin-
sured.

Father Michael D. Place, pre51-
dent and CEO of the Catholic Health
Association, said the experiences at
Catholic health-care institutions
across the country “tell us that there
is a crisis in this nation — and WE §
bear witness to it every day.”

The problem might be even blgger
than previqusly thought, according £
to a study by Families USA released
at the March 5 event. Although U.S.
Census Bureau data places the num-
ber of uninsured at 41 million, Fam-
ilies USA found that some 75 million
people under 65 years old were with-
out health insurance at some point in
2001 or 2002.

Scarlett Emerson, director of &
parish and community development %
for Catholic Charities of the Finger &
Lakes in Geneva, said Catholics have
arole to play in mformmg their leg
islators of their desire to see the is-
sue of health-care access addressed. %

“I think it’s important for the peo- &
ple in the pews to express their anx-
iety over what’s happening,” she
said.

Mich added that he sees chiming
irr on the health care debate as part ¢
of one’s Christian mission.

“It’s contmumg the healing min-
istry of Jesus,” he said.
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Contains reporting by Nancy Frazier §
O’Brien of Catholic News Service.
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