
Liturgy embraces all o f life 
Yesterday , at t h e 5 p .m. Mass a t 

Sacred H e a r t Cathedral , our special 
focus was on those bapt ized or re ­
ce ived into the full c o m m u n i o n in 
o u r c h u r c h a t t he E a s t e r Vigil. 

We h a v e done tha t for m a n y 
y e a r s . N.ew m e m b e r s of o u r com­
m u n i t y c o m e f rom m a n y p a r i s h e s 
for t h e c a t h e d r a l ce lebra t ion . The 
expe r i ence s e e m s to p lease them; it 
c e r t a i n l y b r i n g s joy to t h o s e who 
r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d M a s s a t S a c r e d 
Heart." 

I know tha t I enjoy the ga the r ing . 
Inevi tably, the p r e s e n c e and enthu­
s i a s m of n e w m e m b e r s of o u r 
c h u r c h d r a w m e to a d e e p e r app re ­
c ia t ion of m y own b a p t i s m . — the 
gifts it- b r i ngs , t h e respons ib i l i t i es 
a t t a c h i n g to it. In ye s t e rday ' s l i tur­
gy t h e Gospel of J o h n c a r r i e d t h e 
word of J e s u s , "I a m the vine; you 
a r e the b r a n c h e s . " The p r e s e n c e of 
n e w f r iends and t h e power of those 
w o r d s w e r e wonder fu l inv i ta t ions 
to th ink a n d pray , abou t t h e way I 
l ive my life in re la t ionsh ip to God 
and ne ighbor . Cha l l eng ing? Cer­
tainly. But , it 's also the way to free­
dom and fullness. 

In the l i turgy yes te rday , I found a 
p l a c e to loca te and offer to God 
some of the significant expe r i ences 
t h a t a r e p a r t of m y a w a r e n e s s i n . 
t he se E a s t e r days : 

1) I r e m e m b e r e d and p r a y e d for 
a dea r fr iend and mentor , Mar t in Q. 
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Along the Way 

Moll Sr., who died on Saturday. 
M a r t y and I f i rs t me t at a B u r g e r 

King in 1979. I r e m e m b e r how im­
p r e s s e d I w a s by his love for h is 
fa i th , t h e b r e a d t h of h is i n t e r e s t s 
and the zest he had for life. 

T h a t c h a n c e m e e t i n g 24 y e a r s 
ago b l o s s o m e d in to a f r i e n d s h i p 
tha t has m e a n t t h e wor ld to me . 

I r e m e m b e r t h e con t r ibu t ions h e 
m a d e to his pa r i sh , St. Louis, Pi t t s -
ford; to St. J o h n F i she r College; and 
to m a n y o t h e r o rgan i za t i ons . But , 
t o d a y I r e m e m b e r e spec i a l l y h i s 
abiding interest and massive con­
tribution to the Catholic press in 
our communi ty . 

M a r t y loved t h e Catholic Courier. 
For y e a r s a s a b o a r d m e m b e r and 
adv i se r , h e g a v e h i s blood, s w e a t 
and t e a r s to i ts well-being. H e car­
r i ed i t s h i s t o r y in h i s v e r y b o n e s , 
and will ingly s h a r e d his wisdom so 
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tha t it would s e r v e the c o m m u n i t y 
well. 

A m o n g M a r t y ' s m a n y loves , h is 
love for Bever ly , h is be loved 
spouse^ and the i r beaut i fu l family 
s h o n e a b o v e all . I e x p r e s s m y af­
fec t ion a n d s y m p a t h y to t h e m as 
they m o u r n Mar ty ' s dea th and p r a y 
tha t t h e m e m o r i e s he leaves will al­
w a y s console t h e m . 

2) J o y finds a h o m e a t l i turgy, too. 
I can ' t t h ink of m a n y m o r e joyful 
e v e n t s t h a n t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t 
c e r e m o n y for St. B e r n a r d ' s School 
of Theology and Ministry, which we 
ce leb ra t ed on Fr iday night . Twenty-
nine s tuden ts r ece ived g radua t e de­
g r e e s t h a t even ing ; two w e r e 
a w a r d e d g r a d u a t e cer t i f ica tes ; and 
10 w e r e a w a r d e d cer t i f ica tes in one 
of severa l des igna ted min is t r i es for 
w h i c h SBSTM p r o v i d e s t r a i n i n g . 
Seven women and m e n w e r e recog­
nized for t h e successful complet ion 
of t h e t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m at t h e In­
stitute de Pastoral Hispano (H i s ­
pan ic Pas to ra l Ins t i tu te) . 

T h e r e is someth ing special about 
the spir i t of this c o m m e n c e m e n t . I 
think that is because the larger 
n u m b e r s of g r a d u a t e s a r e m a t u r e 
adul t s . Mos t ma t r i cu l a t e a t SBSTM 
b e c a u s e they have engaged in min­
istry, love it and want to go d e e p e r 
into it. T h e y w a n t to l e a r n m o r e 
about t h e i r fai th, to s tudy theology 
a n d hone t h e i r m i n i s t e r i a l sk i l l s . 
With t hem, it is not educa t ion seek­
ing a p u r p o s e . R a t h e r it is exper i ­
e n c e s eek ing m e a n i n g a n d d e e p e r 
roots . 

A second e l e m e n t h e i g h t e n s t h e 
joy of the night . Most of 'our g radu­
a t e s ach ieve t h e i r d e g r e e s and cer­
t i f icates while m e e t i n g o the r major 
c o m m i t m e n t s in t he i r l ives — ra i s ­
ing famil ies and full-time employ­
m e n t . T h e i r d e g r e e s c o m e a s t h e 
fruit of c o m m i t m e n t and sacr i f ice 
by t h e m and by the i r famil ies . 
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I a m deep ly gra tefu l to t h e m who 
a r e t h e lifeblood of so m a n y of our 
p a r i s h p a s t o r a l t e a m s . I a m also 
grateful to the board of SBSTM, our 
facu l ty and all who s u p p o r t t h e 
work of this inst i tut ion, which is so 
cr i t ica l to the hea l th and well-being 
of our d iocesan chu rch . 

B e c a u s e it is so i m p o r t a n t , we 
have included the new SBSTM, now 
u n d e r construction^ in our Partners 
in Faith c ap i t a l c a m p a i g n . Your 
con t r ibu t ion to th is c a m p a i g n will 
s t r e n g t h e n p a r i s h and d iocesan 
faith format ion for y e a r s to come. 

3) At t h e l i t u r g y on Sunday, m y 
p r a y e r s inc luded our p r i e s t s — re ­
l igious and d iocesan — who s e r v e 
the people of ou r d iocese wi th such 
devot ion and generos i ty . 

We'l l b e g a t h e r i n g a t St. Do­
minic 's in Shor tsvi l le on M a y 20 for 
our annua l ce lebra t ion of jub i lees . 
I t is a l w a y s a p l e a s u r e to g a t h e r 
with our p r ies t s . It is a special joy to 
honor and thank those observing 
special mi les tones in the i r l ives of 
p r i es t ly se rv ice . 

It would b e difficult to th ink of-a 
t i m e in t h e h i s t o r y of t h e c h u r c h 
when the life of t h e p r i e s t has been 
m o r e exci t ing, or m o r e chal lenging, 
or m o r e painful , or m o r e filled with 
possibility, or m o r e joyful , o r m o r e 
r e w a r d i n g , o r m o r e f rus t ra t ing . 

I a m not t r y i n g to b e funny. I r e ­
ally th ink p r i e s thood today is l ike 
tha t . I love it, and so do those who 
will c e l eb ra t e onVhiesday. 

Our l i tu rgy e m b r a c e s it all , d e a r 
f r iends — the j o y s , t he so r rows , the 
f rus t r a t ions and t h e possibi l i t ies of 
life. Tha t is why it is impor t an t tha t 
we g a t h e r a r o u n d t h e a l t a r t ab le on 
Sundays . It is t h e p lace , t h e even t 
w h e r e we c a n k n o w hea l i ng a n d 
connect ion, w h e r e we can r e s t and 
be nour i shed , w h e r e we c a n b e r e -
rooted in love of God and neighbor. 

P e a c e to all. 

* 
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