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T Mr.
'Dominic’ s'

1 just finished a phone call to-my

¥ sister and brother-in-law’s home, on
® this Sunday afternoon. It was a mul-
E tipurpose call, in that the family
# members gathered there were hon-
B oring three mothers and celebrating
# three birthdays.

The birthday celebrants are my

# nieces Grace and Mary Ellen, both
& born on May 13; and my friend, Fa-
& ther Tom Powers, a May 14th baby.
f The mothers in the group today
# were my sister Helen, and my nieces
§ Mary Ellen and Kathleen.

Mary Ellen and John'’s son Patrick

# was at the party. Kathleen’s baby is
g stillin the womb. She and Mark have
& not discovered the baby’s gender
# through ultrasound. Still — perhaps
§ with mysterious maternal insight —
8 Kathléen consistently refers to her
§ little one as Tiberius. I don’t think
% the reference means that, if she has
# a son, she will name him Tiberius.
§ But, then again, with Kathleen you
¥ never know. At least, I never have.’

In any case, it will be a while yet,

® since her baby remains with her un-
R til October. My bet is that she will
R cive birth to a girl. Does that mean

she will be Tiberia? We'll see.
I thought that you might be inter-
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BishopMatthewH.Clark

Along the Way

ested in a comment following up my
references to cathedral renovation
in recent Along the Ways.

A weekly fax report on our Part-
ners in Faith campaign mentioned
that among the 50 parishes engaged
in the first fbund of the_campaign,

the people of Sacred Heart led all in

percentage of goal thus far
achieved.

I was not surprised by that re-
sponse because I have long been ac-
quainted with the generosity of the
people of the parish, but I was espe-
cially pleased by their response in
light of some recent publicity that
has left the impression among some
that there is rancor and division in
the parish because of the renovation.

From the beginning, the people of
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Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre

Mount Carmel is the home and ministry of the Carmelite Friars, - Fxy»
a retreat and conference center located 25 miles north of
Buffalo, NY on the Canadian side of the Niagara River. -
We offer wonderful hospitality to anyone needing time away
" for themselves. Accommodations include private baths and -
meals are buffet-style all-you-can-eat. You may browse the
bookstore and gift shop at your leisure and the Falls are
within a short walking distance. Call us for a brochure today.

for summer retreats see www.carmelniagara.com
7021 Stanley Avenue, Niagara Falls ON L2G 787

fax: 905-358.2548 « email’ micarmel@computan.on.ca

Sacred Heart have been enthusias-
tic and generous in response to Fa-
ther John Mulligan’s invitation to
help organize and carry out the cam-
paign. And, now that parish leaders
have begun making gift requests,
parishioners are_ demonstrating
their support for the program.

Thus far, the progress of Partners
in Faith is most encouraging. We
have every reason to be confident
that, if we offer everyone the oppor-
tunity to participate, we will achieve
results of which we can all be very
proud. I ask you please to pray daily
for the success of Partners in Faith.

I must thank the people of the
Catholic Community of Rochester’s
19th Ward — St. Monica, St. Augus-
tine and Our Lady of Good Counsel
— for a most memorable Sunday.

The Portuguese community invit-
ed me to preside at the Eucharist at
St..Monica’s on"Good Shepherd Sun-
day and to join in a procession to St.
Augustine’s at the end of the liturgy.

Well, it was a beautiful experi-
ence. It all centered on the Good
Shepherd and his loving care, and
his invitation to all of us to share his
life.

But in the unfolding of the morn-
ing — liturgy and procession — we
honored Our Lady of Fatima whose
feast is on Tuesday; we paid rever-
ence to our mothers, living and de-
ceased; and we adored Christ in the
Blessed Sacrament. It was all done
with joyful spirit, strong participa-
tion and the special presence of chil-
dren who always warm and enrich
our celebrations.

I should mention to you that we
processed to St. Augustine’s — about
1.4 miles from St. Monica’s — in the
pouring rain. We all would have cho-
sen fair weather for the event. But,
I have to say that the joy, reverence

and spirit of prayer shown by young
and old through such trying circum-
stances will always be a part of my
memory of the day.

On Saturday, our diaconate com-
munity gathered at Monroe Com-
munity Hospital for our annual con-
vocation. Qur topic for the day was
diversity in our local church. As you
might expect, that is a rich and chal-
lenging theme — one that we will
never exhaust. But we did have a
chance to reflect on this important
question, to review what we are do-
ing to reverence the diversity of our
community and to consider how we
can expand our understanding and
efforts.

One of the joys of the day for me
is the presence of our deacons and
their spouses. These deeply com-
mitted individuals come from all
parts of our diocese. Every day they
remind us of our call to serve our
neighbor in the name of the Lord. We
all owe them a great deal for the im-
mense amount of good that they do
for our church.

A final nete: Last week, in com- .
menting on a meeting I had with the
directors of retreat houses and

" prayer centers in this region, I ne-

glected to mention the Borrémeo
Prayer Center, located on the
grounds of the Greece parish whose
name it bears and which supports
the ministry. I am sorry that I failed
to mention a ministry that has
helped many to grow in the spiritual
life. ]

We have now come deep into the
Easter season. I hope that you have
persevered in prayer for those who
were initiated into our faith commu-
nity at the Easter Vigil. And I hope
that you have come to new life in this
season of grace.

Peace to all.
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