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Priest's coffee 
fame is dubious 

i 

Controversy brews over 
|cappuccino's invention 
jJohnThavis/CNS 

VATICAN CITY — When Father 
Marco d'Aviano took his preaching 
ministry to Vienna in 1683 and in­
spired the city to turn back the Turk­
ish invasion of Europe, he surely 
never dreamed that he'd be remem­
bered four centuries later — as the 
patron saint of cappuccino. 

Pope John Paul II beatified Father 
d'Aviano April 27. In the post-Sept. 
11 world, advancing the priest's 
sainthood cause was supposed to be 
controversial because it spotlighted 
a historic standoff between Chris­
tianity and Islam, which Christiani­
ty won. 

Dire predictions were made about 
the beatification: Muslims would be 
incensed. European pacifists would 
boycott the papal Mass. Vatican se­
curity would be beefed up against 
potential terrorist attack during the 
ceremony. 

All that turned out to be a tempest 
in a coffee pot. 

Instead, controversy was brewing 
over a dubious cappuccino claim. 
Some newspapers began to credit 
Blessed d'Aviano with adding frothy 
milk to Turkish coffee, thus invent­
ing the drink that fuels millions of 
people each morning. 

The evidence? Well, the Italian 
word "cappuccino" was thought to 

have originated from the brown col­
or of the Capuchin religious habit 
worn by Father d'Aviano and others 
of his Franciscan order. If the friar 
didn't mix the first cappuccino him­
self, maybe it was named in his hon­
or. 

But the story owes more to jour­
nalistic creativity than to tradition. 

According to historians, the re­
treating Turkish soldiers abandoned 
several hundred bags of coffee 
beans when they left the Vienna bat­
tlefield. The Austrians found the 
drink too bitter, -so they added milk 
and sugar. The result was so popular 
that the first Austrian coffeehouses 
soon sprang up. 

What did Blessed d'Aviano have to 
do with all this? 

"Absolutely nothing," said the pos-
tulator.of his sainthood cause in 
Rome, Capuchin Father Vincenzo 
Criscuolo. "It's a story that was in­
vented after the fact. Which is too 
bad, because it's generated a lot of 
interest." 

Most reliable sources say it was a 
Polish army officer, Franz Georg 
Kolschitzky, who gathered the aban­
doned Turkish coffee and devised a 
way to filter out the grounds, sweet­
en the infusion and make it a lighter 
beverage with milk. 

The history of coffee is mostly leg­
end, and the church plays its part. 
Coffee supposedly was first brewed 
by a sheepherder who noticed that 
his flock became hyperactive after 

Alessia Giuliani/CNS 

Capuchin friars Sisto Zarpellon and Blazej Strzechminski enjoy cups of 
cappuccino in Rome. The beatification April 27 of Capuchin Father Marco 
d'Aviano revived mythical tales about the monk's supposed role in invent­
ing the classic drink made from espresso and foamed milk. * , 

eating coffee beans; soon enough, he 
was enjoying a caffeine buzz, too. 

The shepherd was scolded by lo­
cal monks. But the monks discov­
ered the drink helped them stay 
awake during evening prayers. 

Still, most Christians called coffee 
the "devil's drink" and when its pop­
ularity grew in Europe some priests 
wanted it banned. In 1600, Pope 
Clement VIII decided to try it and 
was pleasantly surprised. 

"Coffee is' so delicious it would be 
a shame to let the infidels have ex­
clusive use of it," is the famous line 

attributed to the pontiff. 
But coffee's use as a stimulant and 

the social role of coffeehouses con­
tinued to prompt a religious back­
lash. 

These days, however, most Vati­
can employees jump-start their day 
with an Italian espresso or cappuc­
cino. Among those who enjoy coffee 
is Pope John Paul II. For years, the 
pope was told by doctors not to drink 
it because of his neurological illness. 
But last fall, he happily told dinner 
guests that the ban was off, and he 
had an aide pour him a cup. 

NEXT TO NEW SALE 

NEXT TO NEW SALE IN DIOCESE 
May 7, 8, 9: 9 am - 8 pm • May 10: 9 am - 2 pm 

Blessed Sacrament Auditorium 
534 Oxford Street at Monroe Ave. • 271-7240 
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Announcements 

ADOPTIONS: The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this 
list may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Adult Care 

BARBARA'S ADULT CARE: 
Companionship, Errands, 
Grocery, Dr. Appointments, 
Transportation, Gates/Chili 
area only. Call 585-247-4978. 

Gutter Cleaning & Repair 

Roofing repairs / Gutter clean­
ing etc. TOP TO BOTTOM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS. 
Call 585-338-9865 Fully 
insured. 

Health Care 

House 
Cleaning 

Moving & Hauling 

Advertise Your 

GARAGE SALE! 
20 words for $15 
Call 585-529-9530 

to place an ad 

Save up to 

80 m on your 
prescription 
medications 

www.unidrugs.com 
OR CALL US AT 

1-800-583-0960 
Call 24 hours a day 

SIMPLICITY CLEANING 
SERVICES: Jennifer 
Bennett, Phone 585-338-
9865, Cell 585-748-6328. Let 
us sweep your worries away. 
Fully insured. 

Landscaping & 

Lawn Care 

SMALL LAWN MOWING 
SPECIAL IST : gutter clean­
ing, hedge trimming. For free 
estimate call 585-385-8619. 
Fully Insured. 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in1 office, 
household moving 
and deliveries. 

Biff or Small We do them All! 

473-6610/473-4357 
23 Arlington Si. Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOT*96S7 

Painting & 

Wallcovering 

Masonry 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: In/Ex paint­
ing, basement walls 
repaired/new sump pumps 
installed, all type home 
repairs, yard maintenance 
and clean up. NYS certified. 
Call 392-4435. 

MASONRY REPAIRS All 
TYPES, brick & cement step 
repairs, basement walls & 
garage foundation repairs. 40 
years experience. Al Meyvis 
Sr. 323-1007. 

Travel 

JOIN OUR GROUP - NOVA 
SCOTIA SEPTEMBER 3-13, 
2003. Call for brochure 585-
637-2119. ALL SEASONS^ 
TRAVEL. 

http://www.unidrugs.com

