
Coffeehouse serves up timely topics 11 
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If good conversation is as invigo
rating to you as a heavy jolt of Java, 
the perfect combination might be 
brewing via the "Holy Grounds" dis
cussion series. 

The next installment of this cof
feehouse program will take place 
Thursday, April 24, at Spot Coffee, 
200Ejgt Ave., Rochester. Father Lee 
Chase, pastor of St. Thomas More 
Parish in Brighton, will give his sec
ond presentation in a three-part se
ries, "Love, Sex & Relationships," 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

Father Chase will conclude his 
talks on May 29, also at Spot Coffee 
at 7:30 p.m. However, Holy Grounds 
is hopefully just beginning a long 
run, said Shannon Loughlin, dioce
san direcfor of young-adult and 
campus ministry. 

Loughlin said six presentations 
are being developed for the sum
mer; she's still in the process of 
identifying dates, sites and guest 
speakers. Although that series 
would take place in Monroe County, 
Loughlin is also encouraging parish
es in all 11 counties in the Rochester 
Diocese to consider adopting a cof
feehouse format, featuring topics 

pertinent to the young-adult 
Catholic community. 

Holy Grounds, according to 
Loughlin, is an offshoot of "Theolo
gy on Tap" — a model of discussion 
groups for young adults that began 
in the Archdiocese of Chicago in the 
early 1980s. Theology on Tap has 
been conducted in this diocese in re
cent years, most notably at Johnny's 
Irish Pub (better known as Johnny's 
Smoke Free), a popular bar on 
Rochester's east side, where Father 
Chase and other Catholic speakers 
have led discussion groups. 

Although bars are the most obvi
ous settings for Theology on Tap, 
Don Smith casts a strong vote for 
coffeehouses. Smith — who was one 
of approximately 20 young adults to 
attend Father Chase's March 27 lec
ture at Spot Coffee — observed that 
a nonalcoholic environment opens 
up options for a wider age range. 

"By going to a coffeehouse, you 
still have a public social setting, but 
you don't have to be 21," said Smith, 
23, a staff member in faith forma
tion and youth ministry at 

Brighton's St. Thomas 
More and Our Lady of 
Lourdes parishes. 

Furthermore, Smith said, 
such topics as love, sex and 
relationships may be more 
timely for people of college 
age than for young adults in 
their late 20s and their 30s, 
where "there's a better 
chance they're already in a 
long-term relationship," he 
said. 

Father Chase's talks cov 
er such issues as cohabita 
tion; Catholic moral teach
ing on marriage, 
responsibility in a relation
ship; and physical attrac 
tion vs. love as a choice. 

"I thought it was a won
derful presentation, espe
cially coming from a 
priest," Smith said of the 
March 27 session. "Obvi
ously they're celibate, but 
he was able to give the the
ological basis of what love 
is and how it takes on different 
forms — friendship, love for hu
manity, the love of dedicating your
self to one person." 

Loughlin, also, feels the subject 

matter is invaluable: "We have a 
wonderful tradition in Catholic 
teaching about the gift of sexuality. 
It's something that our society 
sometimes overlooks," she said. 
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The Lord Hears the Cry 
of the Poor... Each morning, the poor children of ESPWA homeless shelter in southern 

Haiti gather together to lift their voices in prayer to the Lord. Your 
donations will help Theo's Work, Inc. provide nutritious meals, medical 
care and education for these needy children. Let them add you or your 
loved ones to their Daily Prayer List. Give these children the gift of hope 
when you give this thoughtful gift of prayer to your family or friends! 

A great gift idea for any age, 
any size, any special occasion • 

birthdays, anniversaries, 
religious celebrations, holidays! 

Place you request today! 

Suggested offering per name to be added to our Daily Prayer List: $30 for one month, $50 for two months, $100 for six months 

Name to be added to Daily Prayer List:. 

Special Occasion: .__ 

Name to be added to Daily Prayer List.. 

Special Occasion: 

To whom should announcement card be sent? 

Name: , 

Address:. 

City: State: .Zip: 

To whom should announcement card be sent7 

Name: 

Address: : 

City: State: .Z'P 

Name of Sender:, 

M Address: 

y City:_ 
N Phone: 

.State:. .Zip: 

Name of Sender:, 

Address: 

City: 

Phone: 

_State:_ Zip: 

^ 
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Offering enclosed: D $30 for 1 month D $50 for 2 months • $100 for 6 months 

Please make check payable to: Theo's Work, Inc. 

Mail check with this completed form to: 

Daily Prayer List7c/0105 Southampton Drive, Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Offering enclosed. • $30 for 1 month n $50 for 2 months IJ $100 for 6 months 

Please make check payable to: Theo's Work, Inc. 

Mail check with this completed form to: 

Daily Prayer List, C/0105 Southampton Drive, Kissimmee, FL 34744 

Theo's Work, Inc. is a 501 (c) 3 charity (www.theoswork.org and www.espwa.org). 

http://www.theoswork.org
http://www.espwa.org

