% ' o o ~
» f Landmark case still alive
» ] ;
sises in Pastor hopeful city
rations will win case on merits
ew the
. trans- Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier
aens us
reming A New York state appeals court
Jjustice has ruled that opponents of
at ulti- ; renovations to Sacred Heart Cathe-
rer war . dral have standing to sue the City of
ister is 3 Rochester’s planning commission
| act in ’ for its decision not to designate the
peace church a landmark. .
Kk reso- Citing the fact that the petitioners
vithout . were both Sacred Heart parish-
of hun- 1 ioners and/or neighbors, New York
dance. state Supreme Court Justice Robert
nay we J. Lunn issued his ruling April 10 in i _ / _,
Easter & Rochester’s Hall of Justice. Attor- Karin von Voigtiander/Catholic Courier

] | : make oral arguments regarding the

‘ j merits of the suit. Although the dio- gan said, adding that one part of the Jan. 1, 2004. . E
ES p cese isnot atarget of the suit, itisal-  process is already well under way — inside the cathedral, the begin- i
} lowed to argue against the suit as an renovation of the convent, which is ning of the renovation process is al- §
og A5 . ] . . . .o
y offer i interested party. located on the opposite side af ready evident on the vyalls and ce}l- H

Late last year, opponents of plans Flower City Park, across from the ing area around the bishop’s chair.

Y f to renovate Sacred Heart filed suit  cathedral. The convent currently  Father Mulligan noted that Conrad
31 ! against the planning commission, houses eight women religious, he Schmitt Studios of New Berlin, Wis., |3
—_ claiming it had acted in an “arbi- said, and when renovations are com- worked on the walls and columns in £
‘ trary, capricious and illegal man-  pleted, it will include an adult day December, repainting an angel lo- #
ner” by rejecting an application to center and neighborhood-outreach cated at the top of one of the g
' i designate the church a landmark. center in addition to the sisters’  columns. The studios’ work is a sam-
first The plamtiffs are asking for annul- housing. He addefi that the convent ple of what’s to come, he noted, §
last ment of the decision to reject the was originally built in 1954 to house pointing to the brightened walls. 1
iption & landmark application. 30 nuns. The diocese also plans to demolish §
sub- ; The landmark application like- The adult day program, called several boarded-up_homes it pur- ¥
Zﬁ:en: " wise had been brought to the city by Home & Heart, is currently located chased during the past year and §
. NY i renovation opponents. The planning  in the basement of the church,andis  build a parking lot behind the cathe- §
licals ] commission voted last October to  administered by St. Ann’s Commu-  dral. Although the proposed parking ¥
' : s deny the application, which previ- nity, a multilevel health-caie system lot has drawn vocal opposition from #
phiig . ously had received unanimous ap-  that serves senior citizens. Father  renovation opponents, at least one };
' i proval from the city’s seven-mem- Mulligan said the program will neighboring property owner, who
i ber preservation board. Landmark  moveinto the convent building East-  asked not to be identified, said she %

s

s S SN

neys for the city, the Diocese of
Rochester and renovation opponents

are slated to return to court May 1 to’

designation would have required the

diocese to seek city approval for cer-

tain exterior and interior changes.
The lawsuit contends that the

A sample of interior renovations at Sacred Heart Cathedral includes the i

bishop's chair.
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ed-up homes and building the park-
ing lot. .

“As a property owner, I'm

<

b

ey PR TR

planning commission ignored or outreach center is slated to open by delighted,” she said.
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