
Passover becomes Passion Daily Readings 
Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) 

^April 13): (R3) Mark 14:1-15:47? 
(Rl) Isaiah 50:4-7; (R2) Philippians 
2:6-11. 

John, one of the inner circle of Je­
sus' disciples, stood at the foot of 
the cross with Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. They both wept as they 
watched Jesus dying on a cross like 
a common criminal. 

Less than a week before he had 
entered Jerusalem in the midst of a 
parade. Jesus rode on the colt of a 
donkey. The air exploded with 
shouts of joy and loud "Hosannas." 
People waved palm branches shout­
ing their praise to God, looking to 
Jesus as their savior and Messiah. 
Standing beneath the cross, that 
day now seemed to be long ago and 
far away. 

Who would have thought that 
their simple Passover celebration 
in the upper room would have led to 
this? The meal was perfect. But 
right in the middle of it all, Jesus 
did something very strange. He got 
a basin of water and a towel and be­
gan to wash the feet of the disciples. 
When he had finished, Jesus told 
them what he had done. He started 
talking about death and betrayal. 
He said that one of his chosen 
friends would betray him. They 
wanted to know who. Jesus handed 
a piece of bread sopped with gravy 
to Judas. He took off. No one but Je­
sus knew where he was going or 
what he was about to do. 

Jesus went on and changed the 
liturgy of the Passover. He took a 
piece of unleavened bread, broke it 
and said, "Take, eat, this is my 
body." Then he took the cup, 
blessed it and said, "Drink from this 
all of you for this is my blood." They 
ate and drank, but they weren't re-

*\r2*&' 

FatherAlbertShamon 

A word for Sunday 

ally sure what was- going on. 
After they had finished the meal, 

Jesus led them to the Mount of 
Olives and the Garden of Gethse-
mane so he could pray. They slept; 
he prayed and great drops of blood 
fell to the ground. All of a sudden 
the garden was filled with Temple 
guards, priests and Roman soldiers. 
In the middle of them all was Judas. 
He walked up to the Master and 
kissed him. The betrayal didn't sur­
prise Jesus at all, but the kiss did. 
It surprised him and broke his 
heart: "Judas? Do you betray me 
with a kiss?" 

The disciples scattered. Some, 
like John and Peter, followed to see 
what would happen. They dragged 
Jesus to Pilate's house, but Pilate 
didn't want to be part of the whole 
sordid affair. Yet to satisfy the Jew­
ish leaders, he had Jesus scourged. 
But that was not enough for his en­
emies. They moved the people to 
yell out, "Crucify him!" So Pilate 
washed his hands of the matter, 
signed Jesus' death warrant and let 
Barabbas go. The priests and the el­
ders glowed with pleasure. 

They pushed the cross onto Jesus' 
shoulders; he nearly fell; and his 
face contorted in pain as the wood 

TM $ 

INTERNATIONAL m 
liminate the mess when you paint! 

Roller Caddy provides a resting place for paint rollers & brushes. Excess paint 

easily drains back into the tray. Roller Caddy supports 4 ' extension poles. 

Available on the web www.Thatsclever.com or at these locations 

• DEBBIE SUPPLY 453 W. Commercial St, East Rochester 

• HUNT'S HARDWARE 390 Thurston Rd., Rochester 

• WARREN'S PAINT & DECORATING 827 Ridge Rd. East, Webster 

• WEIDER'S PRO HARDWARE Suburban Plaza, 2199 E. Henrietta Rd, 

and Market Place Plaza, 166 W. Main St, Honeoye Falls 
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hit the open wounds of his whip­
ping. John followed at a distance. 

The crowd mocked and taunted 
Jesus. Even the two thieves on ei­
ther side of him mocked him. "If 
you're the Messiah, then come 
down from the cross. Save yourself 
and save us." But Jesus said noth­
ing in his own defense, instead he 
turned his eyes heavenward and 
prayed, "Father, forgive them, for 
they don't know what they're do­
ing." About three in the afternoon, 
Jesus looked up and with a loud cry 
said, "Father, into your hands I com­
mend my spirit." And then he 
breathed his last. 

Silence followed that cry. Then 
the centurion surprised everyone 
by saying, "Truly this man was the 
Son of God." When John heard" 
those words, he was amazed. The 
supreme acclamation and revela­
tion came not through a voice from 
heaven but from a Gentile, one of 
the executioners. 

At that very moment, all of Jesus' 
teachings flooded into John's mind 
and soul to purge him of his grief. 
"The Son of God!" Now he under­
stood. Jesus' entry into Jerusalem 
on the donkey's colt wasn't an ap­
peal to gain a worldly throne. Jesus 
was making his final appeal for peo­
ple to open their hearts. His lord­
ship came through suffering, hu­
miliation and death. He was the 
final sacrifice, the expiation for our 
sins. Jesus was lifted up on the 
cross for our sakes, and through his 
death we are set right with God. 

Father Shamon is administrator of 
St. Isaac Jogues Chapel, Fleming. 
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Join Us At The Holiday Inn Airport For Our 

Spectacufar "Easter 'Brunch CBuffet 
Sunday, AprihWth, 2003 . llam-3pm 

Fresh Beginnings 
Fresh Seasonal Salad Bar With 

an Array of Accompaniments, ^ 

Fresh Sliced Fruit Displays, 

A Variety of Fresh Baked Rolls 

Breakfast Selections 
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs, 

Crisp Bacon & Farm Fresh Sausage, 

An Assortment of Breakfast Pastnes 
Coffee and Assorted Juice Service 

Cooked to Order Stations 
Create Your Own Omelets 

With a Variety of Ingredients, 
Made to Order Belgian Waffles 
With a Vanety of Fruit Toppings 

Entrees & Accompaniments 
Chef Carved Baked Ham With a Fruit 

Sauce, Leg of Lamb With Mint Jelly 

& Round of Beef With a Burgundy Sauce 
Sauteed Chicken French in a 

Lemon Butter Sauce 

Seafood Bienville. Tortellmi Alfredo 

Wild Rice Pilaf, Oven Roasted Potatoes 

Seasonal Medley of Vegetables 

Desserts 
An Assortment of Pies and Cakes 

Mousses. Jello, Cannolis 
Fresh Baked Cookies and Much More1 

Reservations Strongly Recommended. 
iMrge and Small Parties are Welcome. 
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911 Brooks Avenue, Rochester, NY 14624 . 585-328-6000 
Adults $18 95, Seniors $16 95, Children 4-12 Years $8 95 And Children 3 Years Old and 
Under are Free! Prices do not include tax 8 gratuity Discounts & Coupons do not apply 

A15% gratuity will automatically be added to parties of 8 or more people 

http://www.Thatsclever.com

