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Diana Gugino, an 11-year-old Junior
Girl Scout and parishioner at St. Mary
of the Lake in Ontario, prepares a St.
Joseph Table Sunday, March 16, to
share with friends from church and
fulfill a scouting project that has been
in the works for more than a month.
ltalians traditionally prepare such
tables of meatless dishes in honor of
St. Joseph, whose feast day is March
19. .

Rebecca Gosselin/Catholic Courier

Catholic School

'Board

Seeking Additional

~ Members

Are you committed to Catholic

schools?

Do you have expertisc n
) markctmg, finance, facilities’

management, dcvclopmcnt or
Catholic education?

Are you willing to share your time
and talent inorder to make our

schoolseven stronger’

i The Catholic School Board of
Monroe County 1sseeking
applicants for board membershi p.
New members join the board after
July 1,2003.

If you are nterested, please call the
Catholic School Office 328-3228
ext. 1294 foran apphcatlon
Applications are due before

May 1,2003.

’ Rela_tionship loss

topic of gathering

Mike Latona/Catholic Courier

Adults who are affected by sepa-
ration, divorce or death are invited
to attend the HOPE 2003 Confer-
ence. The all-day gathering will take
place Saturday, March 29, at
Guardian Angels Church, 2061 E.
Henrietta Road, Henrietta.

Events will include presentations
and workshops in the morning and
afternoon; a 4:30 p.m. parish Mass

to be celebrated by Bishop Matthew

H. Clark; and an optional dinner and
dance.

The morning program will fea-
ture a keynote address by Dr. Den-
nis Boike, a Rochester-area mar-
riage and family therapist who will
speak on “How Positive Thinking
Affects Physical and Emotional
Health.” Keynoting the afternoon
session will be Deacon Dean Con-
don, pastoral administrator of
Guardian Angels Parish, whose talk
is titled “Building Hope.”

- Workshops will address such top-

ics as feelings associated with loss;.

the effect of loss on teens and young
adults; self-reflection before enter-
ing new relationships; and self-es-
teem issues.

The conference’s theme is “Grow-

' ing in Life.” Peggy Cunningham, or-

ganizer, noted that a butterfly sym-
bol is being employed to illustrate
that humans are capable of “rising
to a wonderful new life” in the same
way a caterpillar changes into a but-
terfly, she said.-

Meanwhile, HOPE 2003’s mission
statement reads: “During life’s
transitions, we sometimes lose

hope. We often neglect to rejoice in
how our past has shaped us, to cele-
brate the wonders of the present,
and to look with joy towards the fu-
ture. Qur desire is to hold a confer-
ence which offers us hope and, for
one day, a path of guidance to follow
as we renew our spirit.”

This marks the fourth-annual
HOPE Conference. It was present-
ed at St. Charles Borromeo Church
in Greece in 2000, and has taken
place at Guardian Angels ever
since.

“Anyone who’s come has benefit--

ed. It addresses a varied amount of
needs, whether they’re in the initial
stages of loss or some who are in the
process of moving on. It can be a
painful process, trying to find the
positive,” said Cunningham, who op-
erates the conference along with
her husband, Deacon John Cun-
ningham. The Cunninghams also
are among facilitators of Hope and
Healing, an outreach for people who
have experienced loss. That group
meets monthly at St. Christopher
Church in North Chili, where Dea-
con Cunningham serves.

Peggy Cunningham observed that
holding the HOPE Conference in a
parish setting reflects the Catholic
Church’s support for people who
have been through divorce and sep-
aration. “The church doesn’t reject
them,” she said.

To register for the HOPE 2003 Con-
ference, contact Peggy or Deacon
John Cunningham at 585/293-3337,
or send e-mail to peggymcunning-
ham@yahoo.com

Justice reserves decision

A state Supreme Court justice has
reserved ruling on the Diocese of
Rochester’s request to dismiss a sex-
ual-abuse lawsuit related to allega-
tions about Robert O’'Neill, a retired
diocesan priest. .

On March 13 in Rochester, Jus-
tice Robert Lunn asked attorneys
for both sides in the case to submit
more legal arguments for his re-
view in the next few weeks. Paul J.
Yesawich III, the attorney repre-
isenting the diocese, said the judge
particularly wants to examine
church-state issues surrounding
the case, and whether it belongs in
a civil court.

The lawsuit claims that the al-
leged acts of sexual misconduct by

O’Neill took place in the 1970s and
1980s, when all of the plaintiffs were
minors. On Dec. 12, 2002, Lunn dis-
missed the case against O’Neill, cit-
ing the fact that the statute of limi-
tations had run out. However, the
same suit is still pending against the
diocese, which was named as a code-

- fendant.

Yesawich said the judge is ex-
pected to issue a written decision in
the case, and that no new court date
has been set.

O’Neill retired in 2001. Bishop
Matthew H. Clark removed him
from all ministry on May 2, 2002,
due to allegations that O’Neill had

committed sexual abuse in the past.
— Rob Cullivan
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