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Bush gives Iraq ultimatum

Vatican warns about
‘grave responsibility’

of acting outside law
John Norton/CNS

VATICAN CITY — As U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush abandoned in-
ternational diplomacy and set a
countdown for war on Iraq, the Vat-
ican warned that whoever gives up
on peaceful solutions would have to

answer for the decision to God and
" history. '

The Vatican statement March 18
came a day after Bush gave Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein and his
sons a 48-hour ultimatum to leave
Iraq to avoid military conflict.

“Whoever decides that all the
peaceful means made available un-
der international law are exhausted
assumes a grave responsibility be-
fore God, his conscience and histo-
ry,” said Vatican spokesman
Joaquin Navarro-Valls.

The one-sentence statement did
not mention Bush or any other in-
ternational leaders by name.

For months, the Vatican has spo-
ken out against a possible war, call-
ing on all sides to pursue diplomacy
to avoid a fresh conflict.

In one of his most impassioned
public pleas, Pope John Paul II said
March 16 that war would have
“tremendous consequences” for
Iraqi civilians and for the equilibri-
um of the Middle East and could fo-

‘ment new forms of extremism.

He called on Saddam to cooperate
urgently and fully with the interna-
tional community “to eliminate any
motive for armed intervention,”
and asked member nations of the
U.N. Security Council to respect
their own U.N. charter, which al-
lows the use of force only as a last
resort, when all peaceful means
have been exhausted.

“I say to all: There is still time to
negotiate. There is still room for
peace. It is never too late to under-
stand each other and to continue to
work things out,” the pope said.

Bush, issuing his ultimatum dur-
ing a television address from the
White House, said war would be an
act of self-defense against a coun-
try that had ties to terrorists and
was still trying to amass, hide and
develop biological, chemical and
nuclear weapons.

“Instead of drifting along toward
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U.S. Marine Albert Martinez from Sunnyvale, Calif., is about to be immersed
in a makeshift baptismal pool made -of sandbags and plastic sheeting as
Baptist chaplains baptize infantrymen March 16 in northern Kuwait near the
iraq border. Pope John Paul Il urged Iraq and the United Nations to consid-
er the “tremendous consequences” of the potential conflict and avert war.

tragedy, we will set a course toward
safety,” he said. ‘

Bush said the members of the
U.N. Security Council who have
voiced opposition to military action
— most notably, France, Russia and
China — were aware of the-threat
posed by Iraq’s weapons but did not
share U.S. resolve to enforce Iraq’s
international disarmament com-
mitments. .

“The United Nations Security
Council has not lived up to its re-
sponsibilities,” he said. “So we will
rise to ours.”

Bush warned Iraq’s military not
to use chemical or biological
weapons or destroy the country’s oil
fields. He told Iraqi civilians, “The
day of your liberation is near.”

Shortly after Bush’s address, the
U.S. government raised the nation-

_al terrorism alert to “high risk” —

the second-highest level — in an-
ticipation of a potential backlash
from the threatened U.S. military
action.

The pope had sent a personal en-
voy to Bush earlier in March to
urge that the Iraqi crisis be solved
peacefully through the United Na-
tions.

After returning to Rome and
briefing the pope March 15, the en-
voy, retired Italian Cardinal Pio

Laghi, criticized what he called a
rush to war in Iraq and said it was
an illusion to think democracy can
be imposed through military force.

“Democratization through war is
a utopia. It is well-known that
growth in democracy takes a long
time,” he said in an interview pub-
lished the next day by the Italian
newspaper Corriere della Sera.

Cardinal Laghi, a former ambas-
sador to the United States, said
there was a serious risk that a U.S.
led war with a few Western allies
would be seen by many Muslims as
a “Christian” war against Islam.
Hatred and terrorism can be ex-
pected to increase as a result, he
said.

He said a key part of the Vatican’s
concern was maintaining the au-
thority of the United Nations. This
authority has been endangered by
“those who demanded too much too

“soon” on a complicated question

like disarmament in Iraq.

The cardinal said that other mem-
bers of the U.N. Security Council
may have involuntarily weakened
the pressure on Iraq to disarm by
publicly opposing the United States.

Cardinal Laghi said he told Bush §

that the pope would no doubt keep
up his strong anti-war statements if
the United States attacks Irag.
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