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Rites o f passage are times o f hope
I am about to leave for Washings
ton, D.C., for a meeting of the Administrative Committee of the U.S.

in Hqrseheads. People raced from

must be to enjoy her presentation.

car to church for the first one. For
the last, they lingered on benches or
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walked the grounds together before
entering the church to begin the rite.
This morning was doubly blessed
— first by an exciting liturgical experience with the Aquinas Institute
community; then, at a memorial
Mass for the recently deceased former mayor of Rochester, Thomas P.
Ryan.
The kids were stupendous! They
were excited about the spring and
the fact that they had only 100 more
days until graduation. And the junior
class received their class rings,
which I had the privilege of blessing
at the end of liturgy.
One of the highlights of that celebration on Dewey Avenue was the
post-Communion reflection given by
Maria Oberst, daughter of Margaret
and Gene Oberst. I have known Margaret and Gene for many years and
was so glad that they could both be
at Aquinas to hear their daughter
speak today. As I listened to her, I
thought of how proud her parents

In a conversation with Margaret
and Gene after Mass they confirmed
that they were, indeed, very proud

1'
n
o
o

(N

o"
_c
u
L_

>-

z
u
0

g
b
3
O

u
0
-C

H

We'll be in session from Tuesday
morning through Thursday. Our basic work is the preparation of the
agenda for our June General Assembly in St. Louis. Occasionally, we
address issues that need attention.
As I prepare to leave, I do so mindful that we may invade Iraq while I
am in Washington. I have been praying with all my spirit that we will not.
I simply cannot embrace the reasoning our president offers to justify such an invasion. The community
of nations can contain Saddam Hussein without a military invasion that
could create a deep and lasting enmity among nations and create a terrible chasm between Islam and
Christianity that would be tragic.
In the midst of it all, I join you in
prayer for our military personnel
and for their families who daily bear
the burden of separation and worry.
Their safety and their peace of heart
are important to all of us.

BishopMatthewH .Clark
Along the Way
White worries of war and the dangerous moment at which the world
finds itself occupy our thoughts, we
all know that life goes on, that there
are still events to celebrate that
bring confidence and give birth to
hope.
Yesterday we completed our five
Rites of Election — this one held at
St. Mary Our Mother for parish communities'from across our beautiful
Southern Tier. Those rites, which began in the bitter winter cold of
Rochester last Sunday, ended yesterday on a glorious, spring-like day

of Maria. What I did not realize was
that their daughter had not given
them any preview of her words. It
was as new to them as it was to us
and, obviously, they were deeply
pleased.
Mayor Ryan's Memorial Mass was
a happy experience in a different
way. All present, especially Charlotte, his wife, and their daughter,
Mary, will miss this distinguished
and generous humble servant. The
pain of separation can be very great.
But there was much consolation
and joy among the assembly as well
— and more than a few smiles. Part
of that comes from the encouraging
memories and solid example with
which Tom Ryan leaves us. But I am
quite sure our faith in Christ's victory over death and our participation
in his life give heart to all.
I hope that you a r e having a
blessed Lent.
Peace to all.

u

Menopause

A research trial to evaluate an investigational medication
To be eligible to participate one must:
• Be post-menopausal • 40-75 years of age • Have a uterus
• Not have had a period in the last five years
• Not be on hormone dierapy or estrogen the last 3 mondis
•Be available for up to eleven outpatient visits over twenty-four months
' f i n d i n g time to-meet the needs of an older adult or person with disabilities can be
difficult To help, St. Ann's Community offers two levels of adult day services at
three convenient locations. Home & Heart provides nutritious meals, recreational
activities and a variety of support services. For those in need of skilled
medical care there's Home Connection with everything from physical therapy
to dietary counseling. Even transportation. To learn more and register
for a complimentary day, call 697-6361 or visit www.stannscommunity.com.

If you qualify, you will receive all study-related care including
DEXA (bone density test), Mammogram, Pap Smear,
Doctor Visits, Study Medication and Laboratory Tests.
University of Rochester Medical Center
Department o f O B / G Y N
601 Elmwood Avenue, Box 668, Rochester, NY 14642

$800 PAYMENT FOR COMPLETION OF STUDY

For more information call

585.273.2090

www.catnoiiccoiirier.com

