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W h o defines what is 

'truly Catholic'? 
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. I was interviewed recent ly 
for a s tory in The New York 
Times on the p lans of Mr. 
Thomas Monaghan, founder 
of Domino's Pizza and a mul­
t imil l ionaire Catholic lay­
man, to build a new Catholic 
universi ty outside of Naples, 
Florida, in a town to be new­
ly n a m e d Ave Maria , a f te r 
the universi ty itself. 

Mr. Monaghan not only 
hopes to c r e a t e a f i r s t - ra te 
Catholic universi ty, but also 
one with a Division I football 
t e a m . Some y e a r s ago, the 
Reve rend J e r r y Falwell ex­
p res sed the s a m e hopes for 
h is L ibe r t y U n i v e r s i t y in 
Lynchburg , Virginia, but, so 
far, no luck. 

Most of m y in terview was 
devoted to Mr. Monaghan ' s 
p e r c e i v e d need for a new 
Catholic univers i ty . Unfor­
tunate ly , t he p a p e r quoted 
m e only on the re la t ionship 
be tween Monaghan 's politi­
cal and rel igious views. 

The en t i re quotation read 
as follows: "Tom Monaghan 
has the a g e n d a of a r ight -
wing Repub l i can , and he 
happens to confuse that with 
the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. I wish he had spent 
this money the way a real ly 
good Cathol ic would: help­
ing the poor, helping inner-
City schools, which are be­
ing suffocated through lacK 
of moneyj helping the aged 
and the inf i rm. Those a r e 
the teachings of J e s u s . " 

My main cr i t ic ism of Mr. 
Monaghan 's initiative is that 
he c h a r g e s , wi thout evi­
dence, that t h e r e a r e no ex­
ist ing Catholic un ivers i t i es 
and colleges that a r e " t ruly 
Cathol ic ." In fact, he com-
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Essays in T h e o l o g y 

plains, tha t Catholics come 
out of Catholic univers i t ies 
and co l leges less Cathol ic 
than when t h e y en te red . 

This begs t h e ques t ion: 
Whose defini t ion of 
"Catholic"? If the a n s w e r is 
Pope J o h n Pau l II , t hen ye t 
ano ther quest ion is begged: 
Which t e a c h i n g s of t h i s 
pope define the mean ing of 
Catholic? 

Is "Ca tho l ic" def ined by 
J o h n P a u l I I ' s t e a c h i n g s 
against capital punishment? 
M a n y Cathol ic conse rva ­
t ives openly d i s a g r e e with 
the pope on that issue. 

Is "Cathol ic" def ined by 
John Paul IPs denunciat ion 
of a p reven t ive w a r against 
Iraq? Many Catholic conser­
va t ives d i s a g r e e wi th the 
pope on that . 

Is "Cathol ic" def ined by 
the cu r r en t pope's t each ing 
that we must have a "pref­
erential option for the poor" 
in t h e al locat ion of re ­
sources? Many Catholic con­
s e r v a t i v e s r e g a r d tha t a s 
M a r x i s t n o n s e n s e at wors t 
and naive a t best . 

Is "Cathol ic" def ined by 
the p re sen t pope's teaching 
that worke r s have a na tura l 
r ight to organize into labor 
unions? Many Catholic con­

se rva t ives a r e anti-union. 
Will Ave Maria Universi ty 

have a r equ i r ed c o u r s e on 
Catholic social t each ings , 
and wiU it be taught by some­
one e t h e r than a Catholic 
conse rva t ive , l ike Michael 
Novak, for example? 

Does Mr. Monaghan real­
ly th ink tha t t h e r e a r e no 
" t ru ly Cathol ic" un ive r s i ­
t ies? What about T h e 
Cathol ic U n i v e r s i t y of 
A m e r i c a in Washington , 
D.C.? Not c o n s e r v a t i v e 
enough? What abou t t h e 
F r a n c i s c a n U n i v e r s i t y of 
Steubenvil le , Ohio? If that ' s 
not conserva t ive enough for 
him, then he mus t live on an­
o the r planet . 

If Mr. M o n a g h a n rea l ly 
wan t s to advance the cause 
of Cathol ic educa t ion , a s a 
bus inessman he m u s t know 
tha t you h a v e to deve lop 
your cus tomer base ea r ly in 
life. 

Why, then , doesn ' t Mr. 
M o n a g h a n c o n c e n t r a t e on 
Cathol ic e l e m e n t a r y and 
high schools , espec ia l ly in 
t h e i n n e r c i ty w h e r e t h e y 
a r e so s t r apped for money? 

But pa roch ia l schools 
don' t have Division I foot­
ball t eams . Is that what this 
is all about? Bea t ing No t re 
Dame some day? 

If so, Mr. Monaghan 
should give Jerry Falwell a 
call. Oh, they might disagree 
on a few doctrines, but 
t hey ' r e likely to be read ing 
from the same page when it 
c o m e s to Cathol ic social 
teaching. 

Fa the r McBr ien is a profes­
sor of theology at the Uni­
vers i ty of Not re Dame . 

Pastor offers 
background 
on proposal 
To the editor: 

I wish to s h a r e wi th your 
r e a d e r s s o m e of t h e back­
g r o u n d on t h e p roposed ex­
pans ion of t h e fac i l i t ies 
h e r e a t St. Jo seph ' s in Pen-
field. The l e t t e r to the edi­
t o r f rom t h e Ellison family 
(Feb. 27, "Save funds to aid 
a r e a ' s unemployed" ) r a i s ed 
c o n c e r n s about t h e pro jec t , 
bu t did not offer a n y of t h e 
r e a s o n s for our decision to 
p r o p o s e t h i s p l an to o u r 
pa r i sh ione r s . 

Af ter a lmos t t h r e e y e a r s 
of study, our Pas to ra l Coun­
cil p u b l i s h e d a P a s t o r a l 
Plan last April call ing for us 
to e x a m i n e w a y s to g r o w 
our min i s t r i e s and p rov ide 
m o r e s u p p o r t for m a n y of 
t h e m i n i s t r i e s o u r p a r i s h 
p r o v i d e s . To b e g i n to do 
w h a t t h e p lan cal ls for 
would m e a n c o n s i d e r i n g 
e x p a n d i n g ou r fac i l i t ies . 
Tha t is wha t an Imp lemen­
tat ion Commi t t ee a f te r an­
o the r e ight m o n t h s of s t udy 
p r o p o s e d . Th i s is w h a t we 
a r e c o n s i d e r i n g now. 

Some reasons : Our pa r i sh 
cont inues to g row with new . 
m e m b e r s and peop le in­
volved. Our facili t ies do not 
p r o v i d e us wi th e n o u g h 
s p a c e or the k ind of s p a c e 
we need today. For ins tance 
t h e l a r g e s t m e e t i n g room 
available seats SO. Our 
sacramental programs in­
volve 125-160 parents. Our 
school was buil t in 1955 and 
t h e r e a r e safe ty i ssues wi th 
t raff ic flow and s ecu r i t y is­
sue s in the bui ld ing . Our 
m a i n t e n a n c e staff w o r k s 
out of the boi ler room when 
a d e d i c a t e d s p a c e would 
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m a k e work easier . 
Thus we p ropose bui lding 

a n e w Min i s t ry C e n t e r giv­
ing us a room tha t can sea t 
400 o r b e s u b d i v i d e d in to 
f ive s m a l l e r r o o m s . We 
would p l a c e t h e school of­
fice at a new e n t r a n c e to the 
school. A lunch room would 
b e a mu l t i pu rpose room al­
lowing ch i l d r en to ea t in a 
p lace o the r than the i r c lass­
r o o m s and a lso b e used for 
a f te r -school use . O u r n e w 
d r i v e w a y s u r r o u n d i n g t h e 
whole c o m p l e x will a l low 
e m e r g e n c y v e h i c l e s to 
r e a c h all a r e a s of the com­
p l e x in c a s e of a n e m e r ­
gency. T h e m a i n t e n a n c e 
room would prov ide a space 
for r e p a i r s and s t o r i n g of 
equ ipmen t . 

In a pa r i sh of our size_and 
d i v e r s i t y no t e v e r y o n e is 
go ing to a g r e e wi th dec i ­
s ions o r d i rec t ions t ha t a r e 
m a d e . I t is m y hope t ha t 
wi th f u r t h e r s h a r i n g of in­
fo rmat ion , p a r i s h i o n e r s 
will s e e t h e qua l i ty of ser ­
v ice i ssues tha t th is p ro jec t 
r a i s e s . 

Father Kevin P. Murphy, 
pastor, St. Joseph Church 

Gebhardt Road 
Penfield 

Pray, write 
to leaders 
To the editor: 

R e m e m b e r how St. Moni­
ca p r a y e d for he r w a y w a r d 
son? H e b e c a m e one of our 
g r e a t e s t sa in ts , Augus t ine . 
Could Hussein become an 
Augustine? 

In a r e c e n t p a r i s h bul­
le t in , ou r p a s t o r quo t ed 
from Agnes Sanford ' s book 
The Healing Light, in which 
she wro te that : " W h e n e v e r 
we lovingly hold a pe r son in 
our p r a y e r s it is impor t an t 
tha t we convey our love to 
tha t pe r son so t h e p e r s o n is 
a w a r e t ha t we a r e i ndeed 
p r a y i n g for t hem." Our pas­
tor sugges t ed tha t we p r a y 
dai ly for George Bush and 
Saddam Husse in , tha t t hey 
find a way in the i r h e a r t s to 
s p a r e the i r na t ions and ou r 
wor ld t h e h o r r o r s of wa r ; 
and t h a t we w r i t e a sho r t 
note to each to tell t h e m of 
ou r p r a y e r s . T h e God to 
whom we p r a y is t h e s a m e 
God to w h o m t h e M u s l i m s 
pray , e x c e p t tha t t h e y call 
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