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St. John of Rochester School kindergartner Elizabeth Bell’s
artwork and that of her schoolmates is on display at
Fairport’s Perinton Square Mall through Feb. 28.

the cover-up is the biEgest

problem practical
Catholics have with the
current scandal. AN

We have all been taught
that the bishop is the spiri-
tual leader of our diocese
and today’s Syracuse news-
paper says that no one at
the diocesan level knew
that a certain person was
preaching — teaching — in
the diocese for 30 years.
Come on! Would it be so dif-
ficult for a pastor to contact
the diocese and get permis-
sion for a guest preacher.

The teaching on penance
also prompts some com-
ment. The first being that it
leaves too much room for
individual determination of
the norms for general con-
fession. Dare a layman say
that some priests are too
lazy to hear the number of
confessions needed, or that
their interest in counseling
is for all practical purposes
nonexistent.

The diocesan instructions
to pastors would have been
much better if it included
numerical guidelines for
the number of priests at a
second rite service. Just
how long does a confession
take% What constitutes an
adequate number? How
long should a person have
to wait?

I attend a relatively
small, rural church, but be-
lieve me, if the number of
people at a Lenten Penance
Service all required indi-
vidual confessions, even
two priests would be there
until well after midnight,
unless the people went
home lacking absolution. I
say two priests because, if
more than two were re-
quired for our community,
the priests in the area
would be hearing confes-
sions for many hours every
single night of Lent.

Allen Weaver
Cork Street, Aurora

Reform must
target issues,
not agendas

To the editor:

I am pleased that Voice of
the Faithful may establish a
chapter in the Diocese of
Rochester. The organiza-
tion is, as they say, “middle-
of-the-road.” They seek ac-
countability structures in
the Church which involve
the lay people. That means
a share’in authority and de-
cision making and policy
making. They do not have
an opinion about “hot-but-
ton” issues which more rad-
ical groups are promoting.
And for their own credibil-
ity they need to be totally
separated from the agenda
of those groups. “Conserv-
ative” and “liberal” people
should participate in VOTFE.

Those who are nervous
about “structural change”
should read their Church
history. There has been

~structural change through-

out the history of the
Church and some change is
required now in the 21st
century.

American Bishops need
to be held accountable to
the laity in a rﬁ“eaningful, in-
tentional and purposeful
way. The sexual abuse cri-
sis shows how the credibie
authority of those over-
seers (episkopoi) has been
eroded. We need to have a
strong voice in how and
who is elected to be bishop.
In my not-so-humble opin-
ion, that should mean that
the laity as a whole should
have the right to address
the suitability of any candi-

/

date for the episcopacy.
“Banns” should be pub-
lished and the names in the
proposed terna to the Holy
See should be made public
to ask for comments from

. the Faithful. The Faithful

need to be consulted and lis-
tened to. And the People of
God should have the right
to nominate worthy persons
for consideration to be their
bishops. This is a structural
change that has honorable
antecedents in our Church.
Witness St. Ambrose of Mi-
lan, for example. May
VOTF be a useful and faith-
ful addition to the life of the
different regions within our
diocese.
Don Muench
Smailwood Drive
Pittsford

Save funds
to aid area’s

unemployed

To the editor:

St. Joseph's " Catholic
Church in Penfield plans a
$7 million expansion at a
time when many of its
parishioners are unem-
ployed, experiencing salary

" cuts, or facing uncertain em-

ployment. What a travesty!!

The plan includes tearing
down most of the current
church, building a gather-
ing space and school cafe-
teria. There are many op-
tions in lieu of the current,
eXorbitant expansion plan
which tlie expansion com-
mittee members dismiss or

‘ignore. The most common

plea of the sensible opposi-
tion is that IF a larger
church is needed, just add
on to the current church

and do nothing else.

As many parishioners
stress, our whole country is &
tightening their belts, and i
s0 should St. Joseph’s. With §
state and federal aid cuts, j
more of the responsibility &
to help the unemployedE
falls on

bility to help will decrease
if the parish fund raises for

the exorbitant expansion

bill.

er and Christmas when
Masses are at or beyond ca-
pacity. At those times, the
school gym could handle
the overflow and show
Mass via satellite. The com-
mittee wants a new Church
because “the acoustics are

bad.” How ludicrous, they &
are fine! Besides, after a§
building addition, today’s §
acoustic technology cang

make acoustics to order.

A gathering space is un- {
necessary. Currently social £
events are successfullyd
held in the school gym. A&
is planned so

cafeteria
Catholic school children

will no longer eat lunches at
their desks in classrooms. g
IF this practice is truly un- j
acceptable, buy folding ta- {}

bles and chairs that stack
along walls of the gym
when not in use. :

God’s church must not g

waste resources whilef
some people hunt for dis- &
carded tires to make shoes. £
Seven million dollars could g
feed lots of unemployed§

people. St. Joseph's expan- &

sion committee needs to re-
alize we must live simply, &
so others can simply live.

Joseph and Jessica
Ellison g

Harris Road

- Penfield

neighborhood &
churches. St. Joseph'’s capa- &

Currently it is only East- &

€007 ‘47 Aeniga4 | AN 491534D0Y JO 3sadoi | Jalno)) Joyie) /CIDJMQWWO_'_)/ a

{;



file:///nonvmous
Ick.iI

