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opportunity to educate, to stimulate, 
to inspire and to share what really 
has not been shared," she said. "It 
keeps the spirits and memories of 
these wonderful heroes and hero
ines alive for people." 

M O N T H L O N G MEMORIAL 

February is Black History Month, 
and diocesan Catholics have marked 
it in different ways. For example, 
during a meeting this month, mem
bers of the Sister Thea Bowman 
Catholic Women's Organization 
learned about John Mitchell Jr., a 
Richmond, Va., politician and jour
nalist who fought segregation and 
lynching in the late 1800s and early 
1900s. 

"What Martin Luther King was do
ing, he was doing at that time," said 
Dobson's aunt, Jean Pryor, a past 
president of the Sister Thea Bow
man group. Her organization com
prises diocesan women dedicated to 
several purposes, including commu
nity work, charity fundraising and 
promoting black history. 

"What it does is keeps us connect
ed to our history, our culture and our 
Cajholic Church," Pryor said of the 
group, which draws members from 
various parishes in the Rochester 
area for monthly meetings, retreats 
and other events. Alice Walters, an
other past president of the group, 
said its members are united by a 
common admiration for Sister Bow
man. 

"She just looked like she lived with 
dignity and died with dignity," Wal
ters said of the late woman religious: 

Pryor, who has done presentations 
on black historical figures for 
schoolchildren, noted that it is im
portant for young people to learn 
about African-Americans of 
achievement such as Sister Bow
man, especially since the media 
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Sister Thea Bowman, 1937-1990. 

tends to hold up as role models most
ly African-American sports figures 
and entertainers. She recalled once 
talking to a group of schoolchildren 
about her uncle, a builder whom she 
watched drawing blueprints when 
she was a child. One boy, who had 
wanted to be a football player, ap
parently changed his mind because 
of Pryor's story. 

"I was just telling him what a joy 
that was, and after sharing that sto
ry, that's when he expressed that 
that was what he wanted to be, an ai> 
chitect," she recalled. 

Touching children in this way can 
inspire them to live out their 
dreams, she noted, and keeps 
African-Americans in touch with 
past heroes. 

"It's important to continue to tell 
the story," she said. 

MARCH OF TIME 
Frederick Douglass came home, 

in a manner of speaking, Feb. 23, re
turning to the Rochester street that 
bears his name. That street runs in 
front of Immaculate Conception 
Church, which during the past 
month has featured actors and ac
tresses playing historic black fig
ures every Sunday near the end of -
10:30 a.m. Mass, according to parish
ioners Ramona Moore and Joanne 

Gordon. 
Douglass was played by Dr. David 

A. Anderson, a historian who this 
semester is teaching a St. John Fish
er College course called "From 
Austin Stewart to Frederick Dou
glass: Striding Towards Freedom." 
The course focuses on such figures 
as Douglass, who published his abo
litionist newspaper The -North Star 
in Rochester, and Stewart, an 
African-American abolitionist who 
was an early Rochester settler. 
^Anderson is a founder of AK-

WAABA, which means "Welcome" 
•in the Ghanaian Twi language. 
Through re-enactments, tours and 
presentations, AKWAABA's mem
bers are seeking to promote African-
American history in Rochester. Its 
members will be among the hosts of 
a series of re-enactments from the 
lives of such figures as Douglass and 
Tubman at the Coleman Chapel in 
Murphy Hall of St. John Fisher Col
lege on Thursday, March 27, at 6:15 
p.m. Admission is free. 

Immaculate Conception hosted its 
own black history celebration, 
"Africa ... Our Journey," after Mass-
on Feb. 23. The vivid and lively cel
ebration touched on the history of 
Africa, the slave trade and the 
African diaspora throughout the 
Americas. The celebration com
bined drumming, singing, poetry 
recitation, storytelling and dancing 
by members of the parish and the lo
cal arts community. At its conclu
sion, Father Michael Upson, Immac-
ulate's administrator as well as the 
diocese's director of multicultural 
services and its black ministries of
fice, gave an emotional tribute to the 
performers and others who made 
the celebration possible. 

"We are a rich, rich people, and we 
have to learn from each other, and 
as we learn from each other, bring it 
into this church," he said. 

Several of the approximately 50 
people who attended the celebration 
expressed pleasure at what they wit

nessed. — 
"I liked the storytelling," said 

Clara Smith-Bray, a 43-year parish
ioner who serves as a eucharistic 
minister and usher. "I liked the danc
ing. It was so open and honest." 

She added that it was valuable to 
learn more about the history of the 
slave trade and its effect on African-
Americans' ancestors. 

"It's not something that we want 
repeating itself, but it's something 
we need to remember." 

Wayne Uter, a former parish coun
cil member and an active parish vol
unteer, brought in educational 
boards that challenged onlookers to 
match the pictures of famous 
African-Americans with poems de
scribing their-achievements. On
lookers used an electric pen that 
would light up when its cords were 

.linked from a metal tab next to a pic
ture to a tab next to the correct po
em. Uter, an educational trainer, said 
he had experienced his own bit of 
black history by participating in the 
famed 1963 March on Washington, 
during which Martin Luther King 
gave his "I have a dream" speech. 

"It was hot, humid, thousands of 
people all crowded together but in a 
very positive, uplifting spirit," he 
said. "It was almost like a giant-size 
family get-together." ' 

Given the interest stirred by 
Black History Month, Moore said 
that the parish may create ongoing 
adult-education presentations on 
black history that would take place 
throughout the year. 

Whatever the future of such edu
cational endeavors, Uter noted that 
it is important to acknowledge the 
sacrifices many African-Americans 
made in the past to build a better fu
ture for today's black citizens and 
black Catholics. Looking at the pic
tures of people such as King and 
Tubman that he'd mounted on his ed
ucational boards, he said: "Jesus sac
rificed for us, and these folks have 
done the same kinds of things." 
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ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop
tion advertising. To obtain a list 
of agencies that serve birth 
mothers and adoptive parents, 
call 585-529-9530. Agencies 
wishing to be included on this list 
may send information to the 
Catholic Courier. 

Help Wanted 
NANNY NEEDED: We are 
looking for a loving, responsible" 

- Nanny to care for our 2 children, 
ages 5 & 2. REFERENCES 
AND BACKGROUND checks 
required. Please call 585-422-
2831 for more information. 

HOUSEMATE WANTED 
LeRoy: near 490 & thruway. 

Large country house with two cats, 
shady lawn and flower garden. 

Seeking responsible non-smoker, 
reference and security deposit 
required. $350.00 includes all. 

Call 768-6256 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, 
poorly textured/swirled ceil
ings repaired, re-textured, re
painted, or made flat again. 
Any size drywall/ 
plaster wall repairs. No job 
too small. 585/392-5076. 

Advertise your job opportunity in 

ourier Classifieds 
to find dedicated and 

well-educated employees 
all 585-529-9530 

to place an ad 

Health Care 

Save up to 

80 m on your 

prescription 

medications 

www.unidrugs.com 
OR CALL US AT 

1-800-583-0960 
Call 24 hours a day 

^£^MMmmmim 
Moving & Hauling 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
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473-6610/473-4357 
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Painting 

& Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR. Basement 
walls repaired painted / 
wet basement problems /1 
sump pumps installed. All type 
home repairs. NYS certified. 

. Call 392-4435 or 323-2876. 

Courier Classified 
get the job done! 
Call 585-529-9530 

to place an ad 

http://www.unidrugs.com

