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! RESTRICTIONS ON USAGE

Canon 961 in the Revised Code of

§ Canon Law states that general abso-
lution should only be permitted when
2 a grave necessity arises such as the
# imminent danger of death, or the
lack of priests to hear individual con-
fession for a large number of peni-

tents within a suitable time frame.”

Misericordia Dei gives as examples
4 “mission territories or in isolated
% communities of the faithful, where
& the priest can visit only once or very
few times a year, or when war or
& weather conditions or similar factors
2 permit.”

# However, Canon 961 also points
& out, “It is not considered a sufficient

% necessity if confessors cannot be .

§ readily available only because of the
great number of penitents as can oc-
cur on the occasion of some great
feast or pilgrimage.” And in his apos-
tolic letter, Pope John Paul says a
@ contrivance of grave necessity is un-
acceptable, “and stiil less because of
g penitents’ preference for general ab-
® solution, as if this were a normal op-
& tion equlvalent to the two ordmary
forms.”

Father Hart noted that general ab- '

solution became more commonplace
following the Second Vatican Coun-

cil, when communal penance ser-

vices involving this form of the
4 sacrament of penance grew in popu-
8 larity. “Large groups of people find
& this periodic ritualization of the for-
giveness of sin helpful,” he said. “But
there’s another value which is lost in
this process, and that is spiritual di-

rection.”

Lack of spiritual direction was an
issue prior to Vatican II as well, even
within individual confession. Be-
cause Catholics placed a compara-
tively greater emphasis on frequent
confession at that time, Father Hart
explained, priests frequently had to
cut short the amount of time spent
with individual penitents in order to
keep long lines moving. “Spiritual di-
rection wasn’t missed, because it sel-
dom took place anyway,” he said. “So,
many found penance services with
general absolution as fruitful as the
individual confession to a priest.”

On the other hand, Father Hart
said that general absolution raises
concerns not only about spiritual di-
rection, but also about the fact that
penitents are not required to confess
to a priest at that time. Critics thus
consider general absolution “a mag-

ical notion of penance,” he said.

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of
the Vatican’s Congregation for the

Deoctrine of the Faith, touched upon
this point during a May 2 press con-
ference at which Misericordia Dei
was released. According to Catholic
News Service, Cardinal Ratzinger
strongly supported the pope’s em-
phasis on individual -confession:
“Certainly confession. of one’s sins
can seem often burdensome to a per-
son, because it humiliates his pride
and confronts him with his poverty.
But it is exactly this that we need.”

A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE

But moving away from general ab-
solution does not necessarily spell
the end of communal penance ser-
vices. In fact, diocesan officials are
strongly endorsing the second rite of
penance, which would allow for large
gatherings provided that several

priests are on hand to hear confes-

sions.

“Both things work together,”-

Workmaster said of the second rite’s
combination of communal prayer
and individual confession.
Workmaster acknowledged that
this can pose scheduling challenges,
especially in view of the priest short-
age. “If you have a church full of 600
people, which is possible in some of
our parishes, and you have one or
two priests, you can figure out how
many hours you’d be there,” she said.
One potential solution, she said, is
to turn the penance service into a
multi-parish event. “This does pre-
sent opportunities to explore the use
of Rite 2 within parish planning
groups,” Workmaster noted in her
October 2002 memo.
planned, this could actually enlarge
the possibilities for the people to par-
ticipate in the Sacrament of
Penance.” o

“If well

One event that has successfully
used the second rite is the diocesan
high-school retreat program. For

several years, the weekend retreats
have featured Saturday-mght recon-
ciliation gatherings. The services,
which last approximately three
hours, begin with music, readings,
spiritual talks and instruction on how
to make one’s confession. Partici-
pants then enter makeshift confes-
sionals at the retreat center, where
priests await. The individual confes-
sions are followed by small-group
discussions on the subjects of faith,
forgiveness, healing and peace.

Although teen retreatants are not
required to go to confession, partici-
pation is always nearly 100 percent,
said Michael Theisen, diocesan di-
rector of youth ministry. Six to eight
priests are typically on hand to hear
confession for groups of approxi-
mately 100 retreatants. Theisen said
the priests are enthusiastic about the

chance to take part in reconciliation

services: “There are several who
come every year. They make it a
point.”

Theisen acknowledged that it's
more difficult to find priests for the
retreats these days, but he has never
considered revising the services in
favor of general absolution. He said
that “this beautiful sacrament”
might be the only time all year a teen
goes to confession, and that the youth
can benefit greatly from a one-on-
one meeting with a priest. “This is
something that should not be
rushed,” Theisen said.

_“We tell them to take as long as you
need (making confession). And
sometimes they do,” added Sue Ver-
sluys, diocesan youth-ministry pro-
gram specialist.

Announcements

Lodging to Share

Help Wanted

Ceiling Repair

Moving & Hauling

B ADOPTIONS The Catholic
@ Courier does not publish adop-
3 tion advertising. To obtain a list
& of agencies that serve birth
& mothers and adoptive parents,
call 585-529-9530. Agencies
wishing to be included on this list
may send information to the

HOUSEMATE WANTED
. Leroy: near 490 & thruway. -
Large country house with two cats,
shady lawn and flower garden.
Seeking responsible non-smoker,
reference and security deposit
required. $350.00 includes atl.
Call 768-6256

NANNY NEEDED: We are
tooking for a loving, responsible
Nanny to care for our 2 children,
ages 5 & 2. REFERENCES
AND BACKGROUND checks
required. Please call 585-422-
2831 for more information.

Catholic Courier.

Auctions

AUCTION

12 N inspection, 1 PM Auction

SSJ MOTHERHOUSE - 4095 EAST AVENUE
Saturday, February 22, 2003

[ Lifetime Assisanoe Inc.

We offer a variety of
Programs and Positions:
Residential Counselars + Commurnity
Living Instructors « Life Skills Assistants
* Dnvers « Service Coordinators
« Community Integration Specialist
*RN & LPN « As needed Job Coaches

Visit our website at
www lifetimeassistance.org
For more information or to apply on line!

You may apply In person at
Lifetime Assistance Inc.
425 Paul Rd. Rochester, NY 14624
Phone 585-426-4120 ext. 3121
Fax 585426-4755

Minorities are encouraged to apply

ITEMS AVAILABLE:

church benches, etc.

Antiques, cupboards, furniture, oak doors,

Contact: www. Economyauctions.com

ECONOMY AUCTION CENTER (585) 637-7490

COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE
Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester seeks qualified cand:date
for position of Communications Associate. Excellent written
and verbal communications skills, ability to manage multiple
projects a must. Competence in Power Point and desktop design
highly desirable. Degree in communications, marketing or related
field, with three-plus years practical experience required.
Send resumes and cover letters to Luis Rivera,
Diocese of Rochester, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester NY 14624
or email: rivera@dor.org. Deadline by February 28.

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL-
INGS: 9' x T2' ceiling only $59!
Water damaged, stained,
poorly textured/swirled ceil-
ings repaired, re-textured, re-
painted, or made flat again.
Any size drywall/
plaster wall repairs. No job
too small. 585/392-5076.

K-D Moving & _
Storage, Inc. .’;,;‘:,:ﬂ
Experience in office,
household moving
and deliverics.
Big or Small, We do them All!
473-6610/473-4357
23 Arlington St. Rochester NY 14607
NYDOT#9657 .

Health Care

Painting & Wallcovering

Save up to

0
80 o - your
prescription

medications

www.unidrugs.com
OR CALL US AT

1-800-583-0960
Cali 24 hours a day

AL MEYVIS, JR. Basement
walils repaired painted /
wet basement problems /
sump pumps installed. All type
home repairs. NYS certified.
Call 392-4435 or 323-2876.

Classifieds
) get the
Jjob done!
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