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Msgr. John Duffy; missions director 
Mike Latona/Catholic Cour ier 

Msgr . J o h n F. Duffy, f o r m e r di­
r ec to r of the diocesan Office for the 
Propagation of the Faith and pastor 
of four pa r i shes , died Feb . 13,2003, 
a t t h e S i s t e r s of M e r c y McAuley 
Res idence in Roches t e r following a 
long i l lness. He was 82 y e a r s old. 

A n a t i v e of Roches te r , Msgr . 
Duffy g r e w up in St. Monica ' s 
Pa r i sh . H e a t t e n d e d St. Monica ' s 
School , A q u i n a s In s t i t u t e , a n d St. 
A n d r e w ' s and St. B e r n a r d ' s semi­
n a r i e s . H e w a s o r d a i n e d Dec . 22, 
1945, by Bishop J a m e s E. Kearney. 

Fol lowing ord ina t ion , he s e r v e d 
a s ass i s tan t pas to r at St. J a m e s , Wa-
v e r l y (1946-48); St. M a r y ' s , 
Canandaigua, (1948-53); St. Cecilia's, 

Do^van.MM Irondequoit , (1953-55); St. Stephen's, 
Geneva (1955-60); and Holy Cross , 
Rochester , (1960-61). 

H e was named d i rec tor of the Of­
fice for the Propaga t ion of the Fai th 
in 1961 and r e m a i n e d in tha t posi­
tion until 1969. In 1966 he wrote a re­
por t for the Catholic Courier ( then 
known as the Courier-Journal) about 

his vis i t to miss ions in Brazi l and 
Chile. 

Also in 1966 he was n a m e d a 
mons ignor by Pope Paul VI, mak ing 
him the second family m e m b e r to 
s e r v e t h e R o c h e s t e r D iocese a s a 
monsignor. Msgr. Duffy's uncle was 
Msgr . J o h n M. Duffy, who died in 
1980. 

F a t h e r E u g e n e H. McFa r l and , a 
good friend for more than 40 years, 
said Msgr. Duffy had an engaging 
persona l i ty and was well r ece ived 
by pr ies t s a round the diocese when 
he m a d e weekend visits for mission 
appeals in his role with Propagat ion 
of the Faith. 

"I th ink mos t p a s t o r s would be 
glad to see him, even though he was 
coming to t ake a collection," chuck­
led F a t h e r McFa r l and , a r e t i r e d 
diocesan pr ies t . "H e was a pr ies t ' s 
p r i e s t . He was good company ; he 
had a g rea t sense of humor." 

In 1969 Msgr. Duffy b e c a m e pas­
tor of St. Mary ' s in Dansvil le, where 
he se rved for t h r e e yea r s . His o ther 
p a s t o r a t e s w e r e at St. Ca the r ine , 
Addison (1972-76); St. F r anc i s , 

Phelps (1976-83) and St. Philip Neri , 
R o c h e s t e r (1984-86). He also held 
a s s i g n m e n t s at St. Agnes , Avon 
(1984); St. John of Rochester , Fair-
port (1986); Church of the Nativity, 
Brockport (1986-88); and St. Patr ick, 
Victor (1988-90). 

Fa the r McFar l and noted that Ms ­
gr. Duffy had "an exceptional mem­
ory" and was par t icu lar ly adept at 
r e m e m b e r i n g h is tor ica l deta i ls 
about p r i es t s of the diocese. Msgr. 
Duffy r ema ined consis tent ly down-
to-earth in his ministry, Fa ther Mc­
Far land said. 

"He was holy, but he wasn ' t pi­
ous ," Fa the r McFar land comment ­
ed. 

Msgr. Duffy r e t i r ed in 1990 and 
lived in the Diocese of Syracuse for 
severa l yea r s before moving to the 
McAuley Res idence for the final 
few yea r s of his life. 

His funeral Mass took place Feb. 
17 at the Sis ters of Mercy Mother-
house , with Bishop M a t t h e w H. 
Clark p res id ing . I n t e r m e n t was at 
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 

Msgr. Duffy is survived by sever­
al nieces, nephews and cousins. Do­
nat ions in his m e m o r y may be m a d e 
to the Sis ters of Mercy, 1437 Blos­
som Road, Rochester , NY 14610. 
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Sr. Mary Bonaventure Hall, RSM 
Sis ter of M e r c y M a r y Bonaven­

t u r e Hall died on Feb. 9,2003, a t the 
Sis te r of M e r c y M o t h e r h o u s e in 
Rochester , w h e r e she res ided for 62 
of he r 63 yea r s in the congregat ion. 
She was 81. 

Born El izabe th Hall , she was a 
m e m b e r of Rochester ' s St. Boniface 
Par ish , and joined the congregat ion 
upon he r g radua t ion from M e r c y 
High School in 1939, professing final 
vows in 1945. She e a r n e d a bache­
lor's degree from Nazare th College, 
a mas te r ' s deg ree from the Univer­
sity of Not re Dame and her doctor­

ate in secondary school adminis t ra­
tion from St. John 's University. 

Fol lowing an a s s i g n m e n t at St. 
Char le s B o r r o m e o School in 
Roches te r in 1942, Sister Bona ven­
t u r e t augh t at M e r c y High School 
and Cather ine McAuley College un­
til 1968. While continuing as a math 
t eache r at Mercy, she was vice prin­
cipal from 1968-71. She se rved as 
pr incipal from 1976 to 1983, then as 
t eacher and.head of the mathemat­
ics depar tmen t until her r e t i r ement 
in 1988. She continued to se rve the 
.congregation's regional communi ty 

throughout her re t i rement . 
Sister Bonaventure is survived by 

her sister, Rita S t rowe Schuber t ; 
b ro thers , Char les and Thomas Hall; 
nieces and nephews; and the Sisters 
of Mercy. 

Fa the r Gerald Connors celebrated 
her funeral l i turgy in the mother -
house chapel on Feb. 12, with burial 
in Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. Memo­
rials may be made to the Sisters of 
Mercy, 1437 Blossom Road, 
Rochester, NY 14610 or Mercy Out­
reach Center , 142 Webs te r Ave., 
Rochester, NY 14609. 
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