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Pope John Paui ll greefs Iragi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz at the Vatican Feb. 14. At his private meeting with

Aziz, a Chaldean Catholic who requested the meeting, the pope asked Iraq for “concrete commitments” to respect g

U.N. disarmament resolutions.

Pontiff, Iraqi official meet|
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VATICAN CITY — Warning of .the
disastrous consequences of war,
Pope John Paul II and top Vatican
diplomatic officials met with Irag’s
Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz
and asked Iraq for “concrete com-
mitments” to respect U.N. disarma-
ment resolutions.

Aziz, a Catholic of the Chaldean
rite, met privately with the pontiff
for about half an hour Feb. 14, then
proceeded to a 45-minute meeting
with Cardinal Angelo Sodano, secre-
tary of state, and Archbishop Jean-
Louis Tauran, the Vatican’s equiva-
lent of foreign minister.

Vatican spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls said the meetings “al-
lowed a broad exchange of views on
the noted danger of an armed inter-
vention in Iraq, which would add
further grave sufferings for those
populations which are already tried
by long years of embargo.”

In a statement, he said Aziz, who
requested the meetings, assured the
church leaders “of the Iraqi govern-
ment’s willingness to cooperate with
the international community, partic-
ularly in regard to disarmament.”

“For its part, the Holy See under-
scored the necessity of faithfully re-
specting, with concrete commit-
ments, the resolutions of the

Security Council of the United Na-
tions, guarantor of international le-
gality,” Navarro-Valls said.

The meetings came amid height-
ened U.S. warnings that time was
running short for Irag to demon-
strate concretely its willingness to
disarm. Later in the day, top U.N.
weapons inspectors delivered an im-
portant progress report to the Secu-
rity Council on Iraqi compliance.

At ani evening press conference in
Rome, Aziz said he told the pope and
Vatican officials that a Western-led
war against Iraq would provoke neg-
ative reaction in the Arab Muslim

world and “poison” Christian-Mus- .

lim relations. .

If traditionally Christian coun-
tries in Europe side with the United
States, he said, “it will be interpret-
ed by the Arab and Muslim world as
a crusade against Arabs and against
Islam.”

Aziz said European nations should
stand firm against America’s “impe-
rialist ambitions” and its ultimate
desire to “colonize” Iraq and re-
shape the Middle East according to
U.S. and Israeli interests.

“This war is unjust, it’s immoral,
it’s illegal, and nobody should par-
ticipate in it,” he said. ‘

He said he thanked the pope for
the Vatican’s consistent statements
against military strikes and relayed

amessage from Iraqi President Sad- #
dam Hussein assuring him of Iraq’s §
willingness to cooperate fully with §

U.N. weapons inspections.

Asked about the Vatican’s insis- §
tence that Iraq make “concrete com- &
mitments” to comply with the Unit- §
ed Nations, Aziz said active, §
concrete compliance was already §
Iraqi policy. He said the true “out- §
law” country was the United States &
because it had violated Iraqg’s sover- g

eignty — guaranteed by U.N. reso-
lutions — by setting up no-fly zones
in Iraq without explicit Security
Council approval. -

Aziz’s visit in Rome was carried g
out under extremely tight security. g
Italian police closed a section of road §
near the Vatican ahead of the arrival §
of his armored motorcade, and @
dozens of uniformed officers stood §

along the route.

During his stay, Aziz also met with &
Italian government ministers and §

members of Parliament.

Meanwhile, a papal envoy arrived
in Iraq Feb. 11 ahead of an expected g

weekend meeting with Saddam. Car-
rying a personal message from the
pope, retired French Cardinal Roger
Etchegaray said he was trying to

convince Iraq to show full coopera-
tion with international inspectors j§
and to convince the world to press &

ahead for peaceful solutions.
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