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Ministry attracts 
many volunteers 
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CANANDAIGUA — Denise Dolan 
and Lena Catalano exchanged 
hearty greetings on a recent 
Wednesday afternoon, clutching 
each other's hands as they visited 
for the first time in a few weeks. 
Dolan then asked Catalano, "Would 
you like Communion today?" 

"Oh, I'd love Communion today," 
exclaimed Catalano, 78, a resident at 
the F.F. Thompson Hospital Contin­
uing Care Center. 

After Dolan issued Communion 
the women continued their chat, 
with Dolan catching Catalano up on 
goings-on at St. Patrick Parish in 
Victor. Both are St. Patrick parish­
ioners although Catalano, a lifelong 
member, has been unable to attend 
Mass there since moving to the 
Thompson facility three years ago. 

"Well, I'm sure glad to have you 
back," Catalano said as Dolan pre­
pared to leave. 

"Thank you, thank you," Dolan 
replied. "I'll be seeing you next 
week." 

"Oh yes, I'll look forward to see­
ing you," Catalano said. 

And so concluded another positive 
outcome of the Northwest Ontario 
County Planning Group's pastoral 
visitation program. Begun three 
years ago, the ministry already in­
volves 50 volunteers from the plan­
ning group's faith communities: St. 
Bridget/St. Joseph, East Bloomf ield; 
St. Dominic, Shortsville; St. Felix/St. 
Francis, Clifton Springs/Phelps; St. 
Mary, Canandaigua; and St Patrick, 
Victor. 

The ministry was initiated under 
the direction of Father Doug Del-
laPietra, now the pastor at Churcir 
of the Good Shepherd in Henrietta. 
Caregivers undergo a six-week 
training session and then make reg­
ular visits to senior living centers, 
homes, hospitals and other health­
care facilities. 

According to organizers, the min­
istry operates in the spirit of the 
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Crest Manor Living and 
Rehabilitation Center 

6745 Pittsford - Palmyra Road 
Fairport, New York. 14450 

(585) 223-3633 

LeRoy Village Green 
10 Munson Street 

LeRoy. New York 14482 
(585) 768-2561 

East Side Living and 
Rehabilitation Center 

62 Prospect Street 
Warsaw, New York 14569 

(585) 786-8151 

The Greens of LeRoy 
One West Ave., P.O. Box 7 
LeRoy, New York 14482 

(585) 768-2740 

Federal and state law prohibit this facility from denying admission to anyone because of race, 
creed, age. color, national origin, sex, disability, martial status, sponsor or sexual preference. EOE 

Karin von Voigtlander 
Denise Dolan (right), a parishioner of St. Patrick Church in Victor, visits 
Lena Catalano Jan. 8 at the F.F. Thompson Hospital Continuing Care Center 
in Canandaigua. Dolan visits area homes and health-care facilities as part 
of a multi-parish pastoral visitation program. 
Second Vatican Council's emphasis 
that all Catholics, by virtue of their 
baptism, should be invited to min­
istry. It's also a creative way to ad­
dress the priest shortage, as visita­
tion-team membersj)ring Eucharist 
while sharing friendly, prayerful 
time with patients and residents. 

Volunteers are not permitted by 
church law to issue anointing of the 
sick or the sacrament of reconcilia­
tion. Yet Bob Pippin, coordinator of 
the ministry, said that the visitors 
are instructed to alert area priests 
if such a request is made. "We are a 
vehicle for people to contact the 
priest," he said. 

Pippin, who belongs to St. Patrick 

in Victor, emphasized that the min­
istry has strong representation from 
every faith community in the plan­
ning group. The thoroughness of 
this volunteerism has left a strong 
impression on folks such as Cata­
lano. 

"It's wonderful to be able to see 
these people — not only because 
they're from the church, but be­
cause it's company," Catalano said. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The visitation 
ministry's next training session be­
gins March 13. Catholics in north­
west Ontario County and surround­
ing areas are welcome. Call Bob 
Pippin at 585/924-3905. 
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OR NURSING CENTER, R E A D T 

Getting the facts can be the most important part of your 
decision. This comprehensive booklet, New LifeStyles, offers 
the latest information on nursing centers, assisted living 
facilities and retirement communities throughout this area 
and over 40 other locations around-the country. New 
LifeStyles is FREE and it contains the most current 
information available, including: 

•, Locations and descriptions of facilities 
• Types of care offered 
• Medicare and Medicaid availability 
• Senior programs and services 
• Advice on choosing a facility, 

and more. 
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To obtain your FREE copy 
of New LifeStyles, call today 
or join us on the Internet at 

www.NewLifeStyles.com 

TOLL 
FREE 1 -800-820-

4144 N. Central Expwy.. #1000 • Dallas, TX 75204 (214) 51^202 FAX ^ 

http://www.bhcg.com
http://www.NewLifeStyles.com

