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4 based group formed in response to
the clergy sex-abuse scandal, is
i seeking to form an affiliate in the
Diocese of Rochester.
{ About 100 people attended an af-
ternoon speech Feb. 9 by Janice
Leary, a Voice of the Faithful
founder, at Monroe Community Col-
ege in Henrietta.

Leary said many young boys once
interested in thé priesthood have
been lost to the church because they
were abused by trusted clerics.

“We have lost some of the best,
3 best Catholics to that clergy sexual
abuse,” she said. .

Leary described Voice of the
Faithful as a “centrist” organization
that has three goals: to support
those who have been sexually
abused; to support “priests of in-
tegrity”; and to shape structural
change within the church. |

The group’s third goal got a mixed
i response from audience members
during the dialogue session of
Leary’s presentation. Some saw the
1 goal as indicative of a wider agenda
s to reform the church in a liberal
i way. One woman questioned
whether Leary’s group was exploit-
' ing abuse victims to pursue its own
g coal of reforming the church.

4 “None of the victims of clergy sex
abuse are working against the
‘church — they don’t want to have to
do anything with the church,” Leary
& said. _
@ (George Basil, a parishioner at St.
g§ Mary’s Church in downtown
f Rochester, said the goal of struc-
¥ tural change might raise a “red
flag” with some Catholics. He sug-
gested to Leary that Voice of the
Faithful change its third goal to one
of “accountability.” In a follow-up
! interview, Basil added that while
structural change may be needed,
t is most important that the
church’s bishops be held account-
able for what’s happened during the
crisis. _

Voice of the Faithful member Fa-
ther Bill Spilly, pastor of St. John the
Evangelist on Humboldt Street in
Rochester, said in an interview af-
ter Leary’s presentation that he be-
lieves structural change is needed
to prevent more abuse crises.

“I don’t know how you get at ac-
countability without some kind of
structural change within the
church,” he said, noting, for exam-
ple, that he would like to see lay peo-
‘ple in governance positions in the
church.

The issue of sex abuse itself was
& the subject of some debate during
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the dialogue session. One woman
told Leary that the sex-abuse prob-
lem was rooted in sin, not church
structure, and another woman said
that people needed to pray more to
Mary in response to the crisis.

Following her speech, Leary said.

one of Voice of the Faithful’s main
desires is for “full disclosure” of the
abuse crisis by the chureh. To Fa-
ther Spilly, full disclosure means
that each diocese should release the
names of all priests against whom
credible accusations have been
made; the number of children
abused; and the amount of money
dioceses have had to spend to settle
lawsuits.

In an interview, Michael Tedesco, -

spokesman for the Diocese of
Rochester, said the diocese has been
“transparent” about abuse cases
among its priests, and plans “in the
near future” to release information
regarding the financial cost of the

. abuse crisis. He added that the dio-

cese has indicated how many vic-
tims each abusive priest may have
abused, but does not get more spe-
cific in order to protect the privacy
of victims.

After Leary’s speech, audience
members interested in joining Voice
of the Faithful were asked to pro-
vide their names and addresses on a
sign-in sheet. Leary’s presentation
was sponsored by the Upstate New
York/Rochester Chapter of Call to
Action, a church reform advocacy
group. Voice of the Faithful and Call
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Robin Vachon, a victim of sexual abuse, hugs Father Thorﬁas Doyle at a
Voice of the Faithful conference in Boston July 20, 2002. The group is seek-

to Action are separate organiza-
tions.

Father Spilly, an organizer of
Leary’s visit, said interested audi-
ence members would be contacted
within a month about a possible first
meeting. He noted that local Voice
of the Faithful organizers have not
yet'decided where to meet.

Voice of the Faithful, which has
affiliates in several states, has
found a mixed reception from dioce-
san efficials around the _country
since its formation. Tedesco said
Bishop Matthew H. Clark needs to
learn more about the group before
making any decisions about it.

“Bishop Clark recognizes the
right of the Catholic faithful to join
in associations which promote the
common good and build up the body
of Christ,” Tedesco said. “He looks
forward to learning more about
Voice of the Faithful’s aims and pur-
poses, which he trusts are conso-
nant with the mission of the
church.”

CORRECTION
The Catholic Courier’s Feb. 6,
2003, article about Father
Robert Hammond contained
three factual errors. The law-
suit mentioned in that article
- actually was filed in New York
State Supreme Court on De-
cember 12, 2002, on behalf of a
plaintiff identified as John Doe.
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