
Meeting highlights families 
MANILA, Philippines (CNS) — 

The Fourth World Meeting of Fami­
lies closed with an emphasis on the 
duty of Christian families to evan-

- gelize and with a celebration of their 
struggle to witness to Christ today. 

The Jan. 22-26 gathering included 
two events held simultaneously dur­
ing its first three days: the Interna­
tional Theological Pastoral Congress 
and the Sons and Daughters Con­
gress for young people, reported 
UCA News, an Asian church news 
agency based in Thailand. 

The highlight of the meeting was 
a Jan. 25 satellite link with Pope 
John Paul II in Rome. About 500,000 
people were present for the pope's 
remarks. 

A vigil that followed the satellite 
link helped prepare for a closing 
Mass early the next morning at 
Luneta Park in downtown Manila. 

Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, 
president of the Pontifical Council 
for the Family and the pope's legate 
to the world meeting, preached at 
the closing Mass, which coincided 
with the feast of the Holy Child. 

The cardinal called on families to 
protect their children and surround 
them with tenderness. 

"Poverty, against which we have 
to fight courageously in the midst of 
widespread injustice in this world, 
becomes a bitter tragedy when chil­
dren are abandoned or become vic­
tims and (are) made to pay for the ir­
responsibility of parents who have 
promised to love one.another until 
death," the cardinal said. 

He also urged governments to re­
spect life and oppose abortion, 
which he said destroys families. 

"There is no better investment for 
the government, for legislators, than 
to favor the families, strengthen 
their unity, support them, (and) not 
to obstruct the mission and rights of 
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Filipinos carry signs of support for Pope John Paul II during the Fourth 
World Meeting of Families in Manila, Philippines, Jan. 25, and raise a ban­
ner in opposition to possible U.S. war in Iraq. 

spouses," he said. 
The cardinal also urged doctors 

not to be "accomplices in assaults 
against the human person" by per­
forming abortions and instead to 
work against disease and pain. 

In an apparent reference to hu­
man cloning, he said, "Seduced by 
science and technology, many pre­
sume that they are arbiters of life, 
in all kinds of dangerous manipula­
tion that can even become night : 

mares to humanity." 
Speakers at the theological pas­

toral congress discussed cloning and 
other technology related to fertility 
medicine and birth control. 

Speaking in various languages, the 
cardinal thanked families for their 
participation and said, "See you in 
Valencia, Spain," site of the 2006 
world meeting of families. . 

Cardinal Lopez also reminded 
families of their mission to evange­
lize and proclaim to the world "the 
mercies of God, the permanent mir­
acle of his love in your marriage, in 
your community of life and love, in 
the family." 

The same call was echoed in the 
statement "The Christian Family Is 
Good News for the Third Millenni­
um," prepared by the theological 
congress and read at its closing Jan. 
24. 

More than 6,600 delegates — in­
cluding five cardinals and 88 arch­
bishops and bishops from 64 coun­
tries — participated in the world 
families meeting. More than 4,000 
delegates were lay people. 

Sr. Anne Elizabeth Cooney, SSJ 
Sister of St. Joseph Anne Eliza­

beth Cooney, 94, died on Dec. 28, 
2002. 

A native of Rochester, Sister 
Cooney entered the congregation 
from St. Augustine's Parish in 1928. 
She taught primary grades in dioce­
san schools in Rochester, Elmira, 
Canandaigua and Ithaca for 59 
years. She also taught piano lessons 
and presented many music recitals 
and plays. She especially enjoyed in­
structing converts and helping peo­
ple return to active participation in 
their faith. 

Sister Cooney is survived by her 
brother, Donald; sisters, Rosella 

Hartman and Sister Dorothy 
Cooney, SSJ; nieces and nephews; 
and her sisters in the congregation 
of St. Joseph. 

Sister Cooney's funeral liturgy 
was celebrated Dec. 28 in the moth^" 
erhouse chapel by Father Kevin 
McKenna, assisted by Msgr. Em-
mett Murphy and Father Bruce Am-
mering. Burial was at Holy Sepul­
chre Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to St. 
Joseph Convent Infirmary, 150 
French Road, Rochester, NY 14618. 
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THEOLOGY ON TAP 
BEGINS TO FLOW 
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Call Reverend Mother 
To Roast Your Sweetie! 

REVEREND 
MOTHER... 

Innovative... 

Hilarious... 

Unique 
Phyl Contestable of "Nunsense' 

fame makes house calls. She'll deliver 
Reverend Mother to your wedding reception . 

Tchearsal dinner..birthday. anniversary. 
holiday gathering, reunion, retirement etc. 

An event they'll long remember. 

CALL 585-442-4363 NOW! 
To Reserve Reverend Mother 

Last minute/long range events 

revmotogo@aol.com 

http://www.mrdominics.com
lU.nl
vt.nl
mailto:revmotogo@aol.com

