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When their son was eigh#days old,
Joseph and Mary gave him the name
4 Jesus. Before the baby had been
: born, an angel of-the Lord appeared
to Mary and said, “You shall name
him Jesus. He will be great and-will
be called the Son of the Most High,
and of his kingdom there will be no

end.” ’

. Sothey brought him to the temple
in Jerusalem to present him to the
flord.

Living in Jerusalem at the time
& was a man hamed Simeon. He was a
holy man, faithful to God. Simeon
' had a vision that he would see the
: Messiah before he died.

When he saw the baby Jesus in
front of him with his parents, Sime-
on held Jesus in his arms and prayed
over him. “Now, Master,” he said,
“you may let your servant go in
2 peace according to your word, for
my eyes have seen your salvation,

which you prepared in sight of all
gthe peoples, a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and glory for your peo-
g ple Israel.”

Joseph and Mary looked at each
gother in amazement. They did not
Zexpect to hear such wonderful
Ethings said about their son, even
€ though they knew he was very spe-
§5 cial. Simeon gave Jesus back to his
mother, and then he said to Mary,
2 “Behold this child is destined for the
4 fall and rise of many in Israel, and
& to be a sign that will be contradicted,
and you yourself a sword will pierce,
so that the thoughts of many hearts
2 will be revealed.”
As if what had already happened
' did not astound Mary and Joseph,
< there was an old prophetess, Anna,
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6. I defeated Goliath.

2. My brothers sold me into slavery. b-Samuel
3. I was a Jew raised by Pharaoh’s daughter. ___  c.-Cain
4. 1 became a very strong man.

5. God called me while I was sleeping. e. Jesus

7. My first crib was a manger.

'Simeon, Anna tell of Jesus’ future
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every day fasting and praying. She,
too, knew that a wonderful child was
in the temple and praised God for
the great things he would do.

After Joseph and Mary had fol-
lowed all of the laws that pertained
to the dedication of their son, they
were able to leave Bethlehem and

return to their home in Nazareth in

Galilee. Over the course of his youth,
Jesus grew strong, was filled with
wisdom and God looked upon him

Can you match these biblical children and young people
with the events that happened to them?
Answers on page 13.

1. I was the first son of Adam and Eve. a. Samson

d. David

f. steph
g. Moses

e e

lHustration by Linda Jeanne Rivers

with favor. Every year his parents
brought him to Jerusalem for the
feast of Passover. And Jesus contin-
ued to become wiser, and he re-
ceived favor from God and men.

READ MORE ABOUT IT:
Luke 2

Q&A

1. Why did Joseph and Mary bring
Jesus to the tempie?

2. Where did Joseph and Mary go
when they left Bethlehem?
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