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Abortions a sign o f 'failure' 
Nancy Frazier O'Brien/CNS 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Cathy 
Cleaver was in grade school when 
the U.S. Supreme Court overturned 
most state restrictions on abortion 
in its Jan. 22,1973, twin decisions — 
Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. 

But if the experiences of her gen­
eration have taught her anything, it's 
that women deserve better than the 
"choice" abortion offers them. 

As the director of planning and in­
formation for the U.S. bishops' Sec­
retariat for Pro-Life Activities 
looked back on 30 years of legal abor­
tion in the United States, she said the 
more than 40 million abortions since 
1973 are "not a measure of our soci­
ety's success in meeting the needs of 
women, but of its failure." 

In "A Matter of the Heart," their 
statement marking the 30th anniver­
sary of Roe v. Wade, the U.S. bishops 
said legal abortion "promised what it 
could not give," when its supporters 
in 1973 said it would bring an end to 
poverty and abuse. 

This is also the first year that U.S. 
Catholic dioceses are obliged to ob­
serve Jan. 22 liturgically as a "day 
of penance for violations to the dig­
nity of the human person committed 
through acts of abortion, and of 
prayer for the full restoration of the 
legal guarantee of the right to life." 

As in other years, much of the pro-
life activity on Jan. 22 will focus on 
the March for Life, which aims to in­
fluence Congress and the president 
about the size and determination of 
the movement to overturn Roe v. 

Pro-life advocates gather in Washington, D.C., Jan. 22, 2002, for the annual j 
March for Life. This year's march will mark the 30th anniversary of the Roe fc 
v. Wade decision. 

I ' Wade. 
But in 2003 pro-lifers will find a 

decidedly more rosy picture in 
Washington, after the 2002 elections 
brought in new pro-life members of 
the House and Senate and removed 
from Senate leadership Democratic 
Sen. Tom Daschle of South Dakota — 
a major roadblock last year to ef­
forts to bring pro-life legislation to 
the Senate floor. 

The new Senate- majority leader, 
Republican Sen. Bill Frist of Ten­
nessee, said in a 1998 letter to con­
stituents, "As a physician, my pro­
fessional ethics are grounded in 

preserving life, and I am opposed to j 
abortion." 

President Bush has promised to j 
sign legislation banning partial-birth ] 
abortions. Bush also has indicated i 
his support for bills that would pun­
ish those who kill or injure unborn j 
children in attacks on pregnant j 
women, make it a federal crime to j 
take a minor out of state to circum­
vent the state's laws requiring j 
parental notification before an abor­
tion, and allow health-care providers | 
and institutions to-refuse to perform, 
pay for or counsel for abortion on'l 
grounds of conscience. 

March to include 300 from diocese 
Rob Cullivan/Catholic Courier 

About 300 Catholics from the Dio­
cese of Rochester will join thousands 
of pro-life activists in the annual 
March for Life in Washington, D.C., 
on Jan. 22, according to diocesan pro-
life activists. 

The annual march commemerates 
the U.S. Supreme Court's 1973 deci­
sions legalizing abortion. 

Diocesan Catholics will join other 
activists from around the country at 
a liturgy at the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception; will hear 
speeches by national figures; lobby 
Congress on pro-life bills; and par­
ticipate in a march, according to 
Jann Armantrout, life issues coordi­
nator for diocesan Catholic Charities. 

A large portion of this year's dele­
gation to the march is young people, 
Armantrout said. On a related note, 
Michael Theisen, diocesan director 
of youth ministry, pointed out that 

the diocese has sent out information 
to youth ministry personnel promot­
ing "Witness For Life Week" from 
Jan. 19-25. Designed for high-school 
seniors and juniors, the materials de­
tail-various approaches to teaching 
young people about the sanctity of 
unborn life, and calls for youth 
groups to discuss such issues as sex­
uality and procreation in a Catholic 
context. 

"We wanted to equip them with 
some helpful tips and resources to 
commemorate Roe v. Wade even if 
they weren't going to Washington to 
.participate in the march," Theisen 
said. 

Theisen added that the materials 
contain a "Prayer of Solidarity for 
Life" that the diocese is urging all 
Catholics to pray at noon on Jan. 22 
as an act of solidarity with the 
march. The diocese has asked 
parishes to print the prayer in their 
bulletins, he added. 

"Give us a love so great/That we 
recognize your Presence/in every) 
human being," the prayer reads in j 
part. 

Armantrout noted that diocesan j 
activists attended political strategy 
sessions aboufThe march Jan. 11. A 
session at St. John of Rochester fea-1 
tured Loretta Fleming, field orga­
nizer for the Washington-based Na­
tional Committee for a Human Life [ 
Amendment, which is funded by the] 
U.S. bishops. In an interview, Flem-j 
ing said the pro-life community is fo­
cusing this year on getting Congress j 
to ban human cloning as well as par­
tial-birth or late-term abortions. The | 
activists want Congress as well to en-
shrinelegal protections for hospitals I 
that are opposed to, and health-care j 
workers who do not wish to perform, j 
abortions, she said. 

For information on the march, call j 
Armantrout at 585/328-3210, ext. 204. 
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