We know darkness at every turn:
preparation for war by the United

suffermg in two-thirds of our plan-

i as God’s people that the light of
3 Christ shines deeply. But where? In
Y our hearts, if only we could see. Hu-

& when we touch each other, when we
& touch the heart of another, we see
#the light. Simone Weil, the wonder-
A ful philosopher of the Second World
War said, “We must ask the other

But where and how7 Where do we
X look to get inspiration? My faith was
gtransformed by a recent trip to
# Kingston, Jamaica, with Food For
& the Poor. Kingston is a city of 1.7
®¥million people, and 70 percent of
fthese people live in poverty in
& shacks of cardboard and used met-
®al for roofs. It is there, in the middle
#of the city, that one finds a place
§ called “Mustard Seed.” It is a shel-
& ter for children who have been born
% deformed and left on the street to
g die. A Mexican Catholic priest start-
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From ‘The LaRocca
Family and Staff

Christmas Eve
We will be serving our
regular dinner menu
from 2 pm to 7 pm
Closed Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve
We will be serving our
regular dinner menu
from 4 pm to 10 pm
Closed New' Year’s Day

- Gift Certificates
Available

Laloeea’s

RESTAURANT AND PARTY NOUSE
250 Pixley Road - 585-247-4350
Call for your Holiday Dinner Reservations
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ed this wonderful place, and what
Mustard Seed does is take in these
children and care for them. It also
takes in children who are seeming-
ly healthy in appearance, but they
are not healthy. These beautiful chil-
dren have AIDS and HIV. But the
tragedy is that Mustard Seed cannot
get any medicines from the indus-
trialized world for this terrible dis-
ease. The shelter feeds them with
the best food it can get, and when

“the food runs out, they still have Eu-

charist. There are meditation
chapels at every Mustard Seed shel-
ter in Jamaica, and what those little
children do is to pray 24/7 for the

rest of the world The cluldren that

Fanth Jesus offers
hope our entire lives

As anewly ordained priest for the
Diocese of Rochester, I look forward
to my first Christmas as a priest at
the Roman Catholic Community of
Geneva. Christmas is a time for hope
and a realization that Jesus is the
way of hope and the “light that
shines in the darkness.”

1 have experienced the hope of
Christ since the day I was ordained

. by Bishop Clark. My ordination

liturgy was a glorious celebration at-
tended by many people who showed
great support. The praying, the
singing, the support in a time of
scandal in the church was a great
sign of hope for me. The people’s
Joyful support was not just for me
but also for themselves as the
church of Jesus Christ, our source

- of hope.

Throughout my ministry in the Ro-

the world has rejected as having no
worth are praying for that same
world. The people who walk in dark-
ness have seen a great light.

Christ lives in those children! I
believe that as men, women and
children of this world, that we can
only love in the world. We must find
the love of God in the love of neigh-
bor. I see Christ in those small, won-
derful children of Jamaica. I see
Christ in my own grandchildren. I
see Christ in the homeless men who
come to St. Joseph's House of Hos-
pitality to get in out of the cold. And
I see Christ in a world that has gone
astray, in those who follow the ser-
vant model of Jesus, who touch
Christ’s brothers and sisters with a
hand or a hug or a glance. I see
Christ in those who are willing to
love with their hearts.

And they are all around us. We
need to ask the Lord to help us be
the servant for each other, help us
to see the Christ in the other.

Deacon William F. Coffey is a

parishioner and deacon on staff at
St Mary Church in Rochester

man Catholic Community of Geneva
I have shared happiness as well as
sad moments with the people. Dark-
ness creeps into our lives and makes
us hurt, but with Christ as our light,
we come together each week and cel-
ebrate Jesus, who is our strength and
hope. The Gospel of John, read on
Christmas morning, establishes Je-
sus as the light that “shines in the
darkness.” The theme of Jesus as our
light is not mentioned just once but is
used throughout the parables and
writings in John’s Gospel.

Jesus is our light and hope not just
during the Christmas season but
throughout our entire lives. May the
light and hope of Jesus Christ, that
we experience this Christmas, per-
meate our lives throughout the year.

Father Jim Fennessy, who was or-
dained in June, is parochial vicar for
the Roman Cathohc Community of
Geneva.

= This Holiday Season
We Give Thanks And
Appreciation
To Our Parish Family and Friends ¢

Blessed Sacrament Church
534 Oxford Street, Rochester NY
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