
Priest outlines church's view of war 
Jennifer Burke/Contributing writer 

BRIGHTON — Even though the 
United States is considered a world 
superpower, it does not necessarily 
have the wisdom to match its might, 
and it is considered a bully in the 
eyes of many other nations, Msgr. 
William H. Shannon told an audience 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish 
Dec. 12. 

President George Bush, he said, 
"seems determined to bypass the 
United Nations and render that body 
inept. War should always be a last re­
sort. Bush wants to use that when 
other diplomatic options still exist," 
said Msgr. Shannon, professor emer­
itus of Nazareth College in Roch­
ester. • 

The theologian and noted expert 
on the writings of Thomas Merton 
explained the origins and history of 
the church's just-war theory, which 
originated with St. Augustine. 

"The intent of St. Augustine was 
not to justify war, but to limit as 
much as possible the harm it would 
produce," Msgr. Shannon said. 

War, Msgr. Shannon noted, "must 
be for a just cause, and it must be a 
last resort. There must be a reason-

'able hope of success. It is morally un­
acceptable if war is likely to create a 
worse situation. The means used in 
conducting war must be just." 

The nature of warfare changed 
forever, he noted, with the advent of 
modern weapons during World War 
II. War no longer took place one-on-
one, between soldiers with guns, but 
between armies and large groups of 
innocent people. 

According to Msgr. Shannon, the 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasa­
ki would not have met the require­
ments for a just war, since civilians, 
not just member of the military, lost 
their lives. 

The theologian acknowledged that 
the church's teaching on warfare has 
evolved, especially since the Second 
Vatican Council. 

"The council fathers did not have 
a very clear understanding of non­
violence. They equated it with pas­
sivity, whereas it is a strong resis­
tance to violence, using every 
possible resistance to evil except vi­
olence," Msgr. Shannon said. 

Pax Christi, a non-profit and non­
governmental Catholic peace move­
ment founded in World War II 
France, opened its U.S. headquarters 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s 

ADOPTIONS The Catholic 
Courier does not publish adop­
tion advertising. To obtain a list of 
agencies that serve birth moth­
ers and adoptive parents, call 
585-529-9530. Agencies wish­
ing to be included on this list may 
send information to the Catholic 
Courier. 

Card of Thanks 

FATHER PAUL J. CUDDY: is 
remembered with love and grati­
tude for his ministry. We thank 
God for having sent him to us. 
(Rhea M. Gartend) 

Crafts & Collectibles 

Help W a n t e d Ceil ing Repair 

^ Lifetime/ssascinoemc: 
We offer a variety of 

Programs and Positions: 
Residential Counselors • Community 

Living Instructors • Life Skills Assistants 
• Drivers • Service Coordinators 

• Community Integration Specialist 
•RN&LPN • As needed Job Coaches 

Visit our website at 
www.lifetimeassistance.org 

For more information or to apply on line! 
You may apply in person at 

L i f e t ime Assistance Inc . 
425 Paul Rd. Rochester, NY 14624 

Phone 585-4264120 ext. 3121 
Fax 5854264755 

Minorites are encouraged to apply 

TEXTURED/SWIRLED CEIL­
INGS: 9' x 12' ceiling only $59! 
Water damaged, stained, 
poorly textured/swirled ceilings 
repaired, re-textured, re-paint­
ed, or made flat again. Any 
size drywall/plaster wall 
repairs.. No job too small. 
585/392-5076. 

Moving & Hauling 

Rosary & Rosary 
Bracelets: 

Hand made. Jewelry, collectibles, 
crafts and gifts. 

ROCK SHOP 
214 E. Main Si Palmyra. 

3 1 5 - 5 9 7 - 9 2 2 6 
email: rockshopjewelry@att.net. 

lassifieds 
will find you dedicated and 
.well-educated employees 

MAINTENANCE WORKER: 
part-time 10-12 hours a 
week. HS or GED required. 
One year experience in gen­
eral maintenance preferred. 
Knowledge of appliance 
repair a plus. Responsible 
for maintenance/repair/some 
lawn work at our group 

homes in Brighton and 
Webster. Daytime availability 
own hand tools necessary. 
Valid, clean driver's license 
required. Send resume to 
Easter Seals , 349 W. 
Commerc ia l St., East 
Rochester, NY 14445 o r fax 
(585)264-9547. 
E-mail mtaylor@ny.easter-
seals.org. EOE. 

K-D Moving & 
Storage, Inc. 
Experience in office. < 
household moving and 
deliveries. 

Big m Small, Wr rfo them MB 

473-6610/4734357 
23 Arlington Si. Rochester NY 14607 

NYDOTW.57 

Painting & Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS, JR.: Painting: 
Basement walls repaired/ 
painted/wet basement prob-
lems/cellar windows. All type 
home repairs. NYS certified. 
Save up to 20% now, call 
392-4435 or 323-2876. 

Travel 

JOIN OUR GROUP NOVAS-
COTIA SEPTEMBER 3-13, 
2003: call for brochure 585-
637-2119. A L L SEASONS 
TRAVEL. 

in 1972, at about the same time new 
ways of looking at and dealing with 
war were developing at the Vatican. 
Those ideas have continued to devel­
op into the stance the church takes 
today, Msgr. Shannon said. He added 
that Pope John Paul II has said that 
war must be a thing of the past and 
has no place in our life today. 

"Nonviolence seeks to develop 
and enrich human life, not to maim 
and destroy it," he said. "It seeks to 
destroy evil, not evil people. Nonvi­
olence is an active way of resisting 
evil, but it's a more creative and ef­
fective way." 

Msgr. Shannon said nonviolence is 
a more effective tactic because 
those who practice it actually win 
over their opponents and create a 
mutual understanding, so that the 
opponent is no longer an opponent. 
Sensitivity and true dialogue, not de­
bate, are also at the heart of nonvio­
lence, he said. 

He concluded by recognizing that 
true nonviolence might seem too 
hard for most people to practice. 

"If that's your reaction, I would re­
mind you that Jesus calls us to a non­
violent, unconditional jind all-inclu­
sive love," Msgr. Shannon said. "We 
might feel this is too much, but Je­
sus' response is, 'Do it anyway,' and 
we can achieve this only through the 
grace of God." 

Looking for • 
Quality Printing? 

Through a special arrangement between 
Wayuga Press and the Catholic Courier 

Graphic's Bepart-ment, you can now get 
quality, affordable typesetting and printing. 

Give us a call for your next job! 

COURIER GRAPHICS • 5S5 -529 -9530 

WAYUGA PRESS • 315-754-6229 

Karin von Voigtlander/Catholic Courier 

Wrapping 
gifts for a 
good cause 
Our Lady of Mercy High 
School freshman Sarah 
Haseley (center), flanked by 
Divya Samuel (right) and 
Shannon Nealon, wraps dis­
posable cameras during theol­
ogy class Dec. 5 to add to the 
nearly 3,000 gifts the students 
are donating to the Rochester 
Psychiatric Center. 

HEIRLOOM 
QUALITY JEWELRY 

Hand crafted rosaries, pravcr 
beads, bracelets, bridal headpieces and 

a wide range of beaded jeu-clr\. 
Specializing in custom \v< >rk. 

Creative Endeavors 
il.I. J l l . I . H i \ I I 'HRL\ 

585-442-4013 
jilIcreart@hotrnail.com 

HOLIDAY W R E A T H S 
Now taking orders for 

DECORATED INSTALLED 
CEMETERY WREATHS 

LET I T GROW,«, 
Chris and Karolyn Shea 

602 Birr St.,Rochester NY 146H 
CALL 585-458-0180 

Gardening & Floral Service 

9*lay the timefess message of Christmas 
fid your heart zuith Joy & Love 

HOLY SEPULCHRE CEMETERY 
2461 Lake Avenue, Rochester, NY 

585-458-4110 

13 

? 

n 
V 
f t 
3" 
0_ 
n" 

n 
0 
c 

D 
o 

73 
O 

Z 
-< 

o 
re 
n n 
3 

o 
o 

http://www.lifetimeassistance.org
mailto:rockshopjewelry@att.net
seals.org
mailto:jilIcreart@hotrnail.com

